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GUWAHATI, June 30:
Three retired senior civil
servants urged the author-
ities of Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International
Airport (LGBIA) to intro-
duce Assamese in all pub-
lic announcements, stat-
ing that the present prac-
tice of using only English
and Hindi overlooked the
state’s principal regional
language.

In a letter addressed to
the Chief Airport Officer of
the airport, retired IPS of-
ficers Kuladhar Saikia and
Jyotirmoy Chakrabarty,
along with retired ACS of-
ficer Mukul Chandra Go-

Retired bureaucrats seek Assamese
in Guwahati airport announcements

goi, expressed concern
over the absence of Assa-
mese in announcements at
Terminal 2. They main-
tained that the existing
system did not reflect the
intent of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation’s advisories
encouraging the use of re-
gional languages along-
side Hindi and English.

The signatories argued
that the inclusion of Assa-
mese was essential not
only for linguistic repre-
sentation but also for en-
suring effective communi-
cation during emergen-
cies. They stated that pas-
sengers who were more fa-
miliar with Assamese
could face difficulties in

understanding critical
safety instructions if an-
nouncements continued to
be made only in English
and Hindi.

They further cautioned
that inadequate communica-
tion during emergencies
could hamper timely re-
sponses and increase the risk
of avoidable incidents
caused by misunderstanding.

The retired officers
appealed to the airport
authorities to take neces-
sary steps to ensure that
Assamese was consistent-
ly included in all public
announcements in ac-
cordance with the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation’s
guidelines.

GUWAHATI, June 30: A new
chapter has begun in Assam and the
Northeast for the settlement of le-
gal disputes through Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR). As
courts across the country continue
to struggle under the burden of
millions of pending cases, this in-
itiative is expected to provide sig-
nificant relief to citizens and busi-
nesses seeking faster justice.

A new ADR facility named ‘U-V
Resolve’ has been established in Gu-
wahati with the objective of resolv-
ing disputes through arbitration, me-
diation, and conciliation outside the
traditional court system. The centre
was inaugurated at a ceremony held
in Christian Basti, Guwahati.

Honourable Justice Ujjal Bhuy-

Quicker resolution
of disputes
outside courts
through arbitration
and mediation is
possible now

‘U-V Resolve’ ADR Centre
launched in Guwahati

an, a judge of the Supreme Court
of India, inaugurated the centre.
The organisers stated that the cen-
tre is the first institution of its kind
in the Northeast and that it will
offer a modern and effective alter-
native to conventional litigation.

According to the founders, the
centre aims to create a system parallel
to the formal judicial process, where
disputes can be resolved within a fixed
time frame. Unlike traditional court
proceedings, which often take years,
ADR mechanisms focus on achieving
mutually acceptable solutions more
quickly and efficiently.

The centre will provide facili-
ties for arbitration, mediation, con-
ciliation and other ADR processes.

Legal experts associated with

the centre explained that pro-
longed litigation often consumes
substantial time and resources,
whereas ADR offers a more practi-
cal and time-bound method for re-
solving disputes.

Highlights
  Parties may voluntarily

choose an arbitrator (neutral deci-
sion-maker).
 Court procedures are generally

avoided, reducing delay and expense.
 Proceedings are confidential,

protecting business and personal
relationships.
 Settlements based on mutual

agreement are less likely to dam-
age relationships.
 Contrary to a common miscon-

ception, settlements reached through
arbitration are legally enforceable.
 An arbitral award is legally

recognized and can have the same
binding effect as a court decree.
 The ADR system can signifi-

cantly reduce the burden on courts
while providing speedy justice.

LGBIA returns
foreign currency
worth over
Rs 10 lakh to
passenger
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GUWAHATI, June 30:
Lokapriya Gopinath
Bardoloi International
Airport (LGBIA) recov-
ered and returned an
unattended bag contain-
ing foreign currency
worth over Rs 10.14 lakh
to its rightful owner after
coordinated efforts by
the airport’s Lost &
Found team, CISF and
Hyderabad airport
authorities.

The bag, containing
US$10,720, 175 Chinese
yuan, medicines and
personal belongings, was
detected during routine
security screening at
Terminal 1 on June 26 and
was handed over to the
Lost & Found team after
following standard
security protocols.

Officials identified the
passenger using the name
on the bag and medicine
strips, reviewed CCTV
footage and confirmed
that the passenger had
already boarded a flight to
Hyderabad. The passenger
was traced, ownership was
verified and the bag was
returned to an authorised
representative.

MUMBAI, June 30: Bank
of Baroda, India’s Interna-
tional Bank, presented a div-
idend cheque of Rs 2,811
crore to Union Minister for
Finance & Corporate Af-
fairs, Nirmala Sitharaman,
for the financial year ended
March 31, 2026. Dr. Deba-
datta Chand, Managing Di-
rector & CEO, Bank of Bar-
oda, handed over the divi-
dend cheque to the Finance
Minister, in the presence of
Sanjay Lohiya, IAS, Secre-
tary, Department of Finan-
cial Services (DFS), and the
Bank’s Executive Directors
Lalit Tyagi, Sanjay Mu-
daliar, Lal Singh and Beena
Vaheed.

The dividend payout re-
flects Bank of Baroda’s
strong financial perform-
ance and its continued com-
mitment to creating long-

Bank of Baroda pays Rs 2,811-cr
dividend for FY 2025-26

term value for all stakehold-
ers. For FY2025-26, the
Bank declared a dividend of
Rs 8.50 per equity share, rep-
resenting 425% of the face
value of Rs 2 per share.

FY2025-26 was a land-
mark year for Bank of Baro-
da, with the Bank crossing

the Rs 20,000 crore mile-
stone in annual profits for
the first time, reporting a
standalone net profit of Rs
20,021 crore. The Bank’s
Global Business also sur-
passed Rs 30 lakh crore as
on March 31, 2026, stated a
press release.

Man dies in
late-night
collision
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, June 30: A man
was killed in a road accident
on the Maharaj Prithu Flyo-
ver at Chandmari late on
Monday night after a motor-
cycle and a scooter collided.

Police said the collision
occurred on the flyover,
where the impact proved fa-
tal for one of the riders. The
victim, identified as Parimal
Medhi, a resident of Noon-
mati, died at the scene be-
fore medical assistance
could be provided.

Residents claimed the fly-
over had witnessed several
accidents during rainfall, al-
leging that the road surface
became slippery and hazard-
ous for motorists in wet
weather. They expressed
concern that the recurring
problem continued to pose a
serious threat to commuters.

Police registered the case
and began an investigation
to ascertain the exact cir-
cumstances that led to the
collision.

GUWAHATI, June 30: Un-
ion Agriculture Minister has
constituted an Empowered
Committee to govern IC-
AR’s National Agriculture
Science Fund, with former
Assam Agricultural Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor Dr K M
Bujarbaruah named as a
member of the eight-mem-
ber panel.

Earlier in March, Dr Bu-
jarbaruah was also included
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GUWAHATI, June 30: Hat-
igaon Police dismantled an
illegal gambling operation
during a raid at a room in
Hotel Crown Place on
Friends Path, arresting three
persons and seizing cash and
gambling materials.

The accused were iden-
tified as Abdul Mutalib of
Moirabari, Giasuddin
Ahmed of Lakhimi Nagar
and Amir Ali of Pragati Path
in Hatigaon.

Police bust gambling
racket, arrest three

Police said the raid re-
sulted in the recovery of Rs
2.5 lakh in cash, eight sealed
packs of playing cards, two
opened decks and three mo-
bile phones. All the seized
items were taken into custo-
dy as evidence.

The three accused were
arrested from the spot, and
legal proceedings were ini-
tiated. Police said further in-
vestigation was underway to
ascertain whether the gam-
bling operation had links to
a larger network.

in the National Steering
Committee for the SEHAT
programme, a joint initiative
of ICMR and ICAR that was
formally launched on May
11 by the Union Ministers
for Agriculture and Health.

Officials noted that Dr
Bujarbaruah is also serving
on several Research Adviso-
ry Committees of ICAR in-
stitutes in New Delhi, a press
release said.

Ex-AAU VC inducted into ICAR panel
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GUWAHATI, June 30: A
woman living alone was
allegedly robbed after a
group of dacoits broke
into her residence in the
Sarumotoria Swaraj Nagar
area of Guwahati, re-
strained her and escaped
with cash, jewellery and
other valuables.

The robbery occurred
at House No. 18 in Bye
Lane 3, where Golapi
Barman was alone when
the assailants allegedly
entered the premises. The
intruders reportedly tied
her hands and feet before
searching the house and

Armed gang loots woman’s
house at Sarumotoria

making away with gold
ornaments, mobile phones
and cash.

Police said a relative
who arrived at the resi-
dence during the incident
was also overpowered and
tied up by the attackers to
prevent him from raising
an alarm or resisting the
robbery.

The gang allegedly
dismantled and took away
the CCTV equipment
installed at the house
before fleeing, apparently
to erase evidence. The
incident was reported to
have taken place between
4 pm and 5 pm.

Residents claimed that

the same house had been
targeted in a similar
robbery on May 26 this
year, raising concerns
over repeated attacks on
the property.

Local people also
alleged that the neigh-
bourhood had witnessed
several theft and robbery
cases in recent months,
adding that a nearby
temple had reportedly
been burgled on multiple
occasions. They ex-
pressed frustration over
the lack of arrests despite
repeated complaints and
urged the authorities to
strengthen security
measures in the area.


