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PESHAWAR: At least seven peo-
ple were killed and three others
injured on Saturday in twin
roadside blasts in Pakistan’s res-
tive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince, police said.
No group has claimed respon-

sibility for it yet.
The explosions occurred in

Marka Bera area of the Bannu
district.
According to Bannu District

Police Officer (DPO) Yasir Afridi,
the first explosion occurred
when an improvised explosive
device (IED) planted along a
roadside detonated, striking a
passenger van and killing five
people on the spot.
He said a second blast

occurred shortly afterwards at
the same location, targeting peo-
ple involved in rescue efforts.
Two people were killed in the

second explosion, while a vehi-
cle was also damaged.
Those injured and the bodies

of the deceased were shifted to a
nearby hospital, and an investi-
gation into the incident has been
launched, the DPO added.
Officials said the passenger

van was travelling from Hathi
Khel village to Bannu city when
it was hit by the explosion.
Security forces and law

enforcement agencies have cor-
doned off the area and begun
collecting evidence from the
blast site.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief

Minister Sohail Afridi strongly
condemned the incident and
directed police authorities to
submit a detailed report on it. He
also ordered a thorough investi-
gation into the circumstances
surrounding the blasts.
Calling it “highly tragic” and

“heartbreaking”, he extended
sympathies to the bereaved fam-
ilies, assuring them that the pro-
vincial government would pro-
vide all possible support during
this difficult time. He also
instructed authorities to ensure
medical treatment to injured.
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1 killed in Munich accident

Two cars of a freight train derailed after a collision and fell off a bridge in Munich, Germany, 
June 20. One person was killed. The cause of the incident is under investigation. REUTERS
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WASHINGTON: The United
States is eyeing working with
Qatar so as to chart a plan for
releasing billions of dollars in
frozen funds aimed at humani-
tarian spending in Iran, the
Wall Street Journal (WSJ)
reported on Friday, citing peo-
ple familiar with the matter. 
According to the American

news outlet, yet another early
financial incentive comes as a
part of the recently inked peace
pact between Tehran and
Washington, according to peo-
ple familiar with the matter. 
While the plan is not com-

plete yet, the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that it is aimed at
giving Iran access to spend and
utilise some of its estimated
USD 100 billion in cash frozen
worldwide--with the first
access being to the USD 6 bil-
lion held in Qatar. 
Under the deal, it was

informed that Qatar would pur-
chase humanitarian goods
such as food and medicines
ordered by Iran’s central bank
by utilising the money drawn
from Tehran’s frozen assets
that includes cash from oil
sales that have been locked up
overseas by sanctions.
This comes as Qatar has reit-

erated its support for launching
negotiations between the
United States and Iran to
address outstanding issues
through dialogue and peaceful
means as the first round of
technical talks, scheduled to
take place in Switzerland, got
cancelled following the signing
of the memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) between the
two sides in order to end the

hostilities in West Asia.
According to a statement

issued by Qatar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, this came dur-
ing the discussion between
Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim Al Thani and Swiss Foreign
Minister Ignazio Cassis that
took place at Burgenstock
Resort in Switzerland on Fri-
day.
On Thursday, the Swiss For-

eign Ministry confirmed that
the planned talks between the
US and Iran have been post-
poned.
Responding to an email from

ANI, the Swiss Foreign Minis-
try said it remains ready to
facilitate the talks.
“The planned talks between

the US, Iran, Qatar and Paki-
stan have been postponed.
Switzerland remains ready to
facilitate these talks. The rele-
vant preparatory work at Bur-
genstock is continuing. No fur-

ther information can be pro-
vided at present,” it said.
The 14-point MoU between

the US and Iran includes an
immediate and permanent ces-
sation of military operations,
including in Lebanon, and a
pledge to conclude negotiations
on a final deal within 60 days,
extendable by mutual consent.
Under the memorandum,

the US will begin removing its
naval blockade and related
restrictions, while Iran will
facilitate the safe passage of
commercial vessels through
the Stait of Hormuz free of
charge for an initial 60-day
period, during which technical
talks will also take place on
Iran’s nuclear programme.
The document also outlines

plans for the phased lifting of
sanctions, the release of frozen
Iranian assets, US Treasury
waivers for Iranian oil exports,
and a US-backed reconstruc-
tion and economic develop-
ment programme for Iran.
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The US-Iran talks are taking place at the Burgenstock luxury 
hotel complex above Lake Lucerne in Switzerland. AFP

LONDON: An Indian man who
admitted smuggling migrants
from the UK to France in the
back of trucks has been jailed
for more than five years by a
court in south-east England.
Jaskirat Singh, 25, was pros-

ecuted by the UK’s Crown Pros-
ecution Service (CPS) over his
role in facilitating the illegal
movement of non-British
nationals between December
2024 and March 2026.
Earlier this month, he

pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
facilitate illegal immigration.
Singh, who was sentenced by

the Canterbury Crown Court on
Thursday, is believed to have
earned around 185,000 pounds
through the illegal operations.
“The plot was exposed when

11 Indian nationals were found
hiding in the trailer of a lorry
stopped at Dover in December
2024. 
Four other Indians were

found in a separate lorry travel-
ling to France in January 2025,”
the CPS said. PTI
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Ukrainian officials 
return Polish awards 
after Nazi row
KYIV: Top Ukrainian 
officials said on Saturday 
they were returning Polish 
awards after President 
Volodymyr Zelensky was 
stripped of Warsaw’s top 
order, in a row between the 
allies over WW 2 
massacres. Zelensky 
infuriated Poland by 
naming a military unit 
after the nationalist UPA 
that took part in massacres 
against Poles in WW 2. On 
Friday, Poland stripped 
Zelensky of its highest 
honour. On Saturday, 
Zelensky’s top aide, 
Ukraine’s ambassador to 
Warsaw and the foreign 
minister said they were 
relinquishing awards 
bestowed by Poland. AFP

Driver killed in UK 
train collision, 11 
seriously injured
LONDON: British Transport 
Police said on Saturday a 
train driver had died when 
two trains collided north of 
London, in an accident the 
previous afternoon that 
also left 11 people seriously 
injured. The crash near 

Bedford, a town 90km 
north of London, involved 
two London-bound trains 
on the same track. 
“Tragically, one person 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene. He is the driver 
of one of the trains 
involved,” transport police 
said in a statement. AFP

Court bans Spanish 
PM’s wife from 
leaving country
MADRID: A Spanish court 
has ordered the wife of 
Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez, Begona Gomez, to
stand trial by jury for 
corruption and banned her 
from leaving the country, 
according to a court order 
released Saturday. The 
case is one of several 
corruption affairs that 
have embroiled the 
Socialist leader’s family 
and former allies, 
threatening to topple his 
minority coalition 
government. Judge Juan 
Carlos Peinado ordered 
Gomez to hand in her 
passport and to to appear 
before the court twice a 
month until a verdict is 
reached in the case. No 
date for the trial has been 
set. AFP

Italian tourist killed, 1,700 others evacuated 
after fire totally destroys Caribbean resort
SANTO DOMINGO: A large fire almost completely destroyed 
a luxury resort in the Dominican Republic on Friday, 
forcing the evacuation of almost 1,700 tourists, authorities 
said. Local media reported an Italian tourist died in the fire 
and several other tourists required medical assistance. The 
Viva Dominicus Beach by Wyndham resort is located in 
Bayahibe, a popular destination for U.S. and international 
tourists on the Dominican Republic’s coast. AP

The fire at the resort in Bayahibe on Friday. REUTERS
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