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AURANGABAD : The Special Task
Force (STF) and Aurangabad
police busted an inter-district
arms smuggling racket and
arrested four alleged members
during raids in the Goh police
station area of the district. Eight
firearms and a large quantity of
ammunition were also recov-
ered, a senior STF official said
on Saturday.
Acting on a tip-off about a

gang involved in firearms smug-
gling across Aurangabad, Roh-
tas, Kaimur and Bhojpur dis-
tricts, two teams of the Bihar
STF’s Special Operations Group
(SOG), along with the District
Intelligence Unit and Goh
police, conducted a raid near
the Damodarpur turning on the
Goh–Rafiganj road on Friday
evening.
During the operation, four

persons were arrested while
allegedly attempting to sell
three loaded pistols, seven mag-
azines and 60 rounds of ammu-
nition. Police also seized three
motorcycles. Based on informa-
tion obtained during interroga-
tion, another raid was carried
out at Pranpur village under
Goh police station, leading to
the recovery of two illegal coun-
try-made carbines (tharnets),
three country-made pistols, 55
rounds of .315-calibre ammuni-
tion and 44 rounds of 7.62-cali-
bre ammunition. 
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SAHARSA: The Kosi division
police comprising three dis-
tricts, Saharsa, Madhepura and
Supaul, have arrested 1,223
smugglers between February
and mid June and seized thou-
sands of litres of illegal alcohol
besides other narcotics. The
drive is part of an ongoing
crackdown on drug abuse and
illegal liquor, deputy inspector
general (DIG) of police, Kosi
range Dr Kumar Ashish said.
Declaring it a very good

achievement, DIG said, “The
drive launched by the police
has yielded good results,” add-
ing “In this campaign; police
have got overwhelming sup-
port from the common people
who have provided invaluable
inputs about drug peddlers.”
 He said, “People in large

numbers have come forward to
help police through the help-
line number (9060384865) in
the ‘Nasha Mukt Kosi’ cam-
paign.”
“The identity of the inform-

ers is kept confidential,” DIG
said adding “Whatever infor-
mation we get through this
helpline number, we take
prompt action.” Expressing
happiness, he said people’s
inputs and intelligence of
police have worked wonders in
the campaign.
Between February and June

(13) about 39.40 quintals ganja
(marijuana), 37.34 kg smack
(heroin), 1,805 litres banned
cough syrup, 3,256 ML intoxi-
cant injections, over 120 intoxi-
cant pills besides 43,972 litres
illegal alcohol have been seized
and 1,223 drug traffickers were
arrested. 
Anti smuggling measures

and drug control have been
quite challenging for security
agencies along the Indo-Nepal
border districts. “Ensuring
robust border security and
eliminating the nexus of smug-
gling and narcotics is our top
priority,” DIG said adding “We
hold regular meetings with
Sashatra Seema Bal (SSB) and
work in close coordination to
achieve tangible results on the
ground.”
Besides, he stressed the need

for launching a consistent
awareness campaign especially
among youths and children
against drug smuggling and
drug abuse in rural as well as
urban areas especially in
schools.
The police believe that track-

ing such cases will help them
study the operating patterns of
drug peddlers and identify
areas where narcotics are
being supplied or distributed.
 “The majority of the cases

involve marijuana and smack
(heroin) consumption while a
large number of people still
consume alcohol,” a police offi-
cer told HT.
Social activist Amit Anand

expressed deep concern over
children fast falling in the grip
of drugs. “We all must stand
and fight against the drug
menace to protect our future
generation,” he said, declaring
DIG’s initiative a noble step
exhorting the people to work in
tandem with police in the cam-
paign to make Kosi ‘drug free
region.’
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PATNA: The Bihar state branch
of the Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) has directed its local
units across the state to pro-
mote plastic-free practices in
hospitals, clinics, nursing
homes, pharmacies and medical
stores, citing growing environ-
mental and public health con-

cerns arising from the use of
single-use plastic bags.
In a circular issued on Satur-

day, IMA Bihar said medicines
and healthcare-related items
are frequently dispensed in sin-
gle-use plastic bags, contribut-
ing significantly to environmen-
tal pollution and increasing
pressure on waste management
systems. The association also
warned that plastic waste and

microplastics pose risks to eco-
systems and human health.
The IMA headquarters has

urged all state branches to take
proactive measures to reduce
plastic use in healthcare set-
tings. Accordingly, IMA Bihar
has asked its local branches to
encourage healthcare institu-
tions to gradually eliminate sin-
gle-use plastic bags and adopt
eco-friendly alternatives.

Promote plastic-free practices 
in hospitals and clinics: IMA

International Yoga Day today

NCC cadets perform Yoga on the eve of International Yoga Day at the NCC headquarters in 
Rajendra Nagar, Patna, on Saturday. SANTOSH KUMAR/HT
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