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June 25, 1975, stands as one
of  the darkest chapters in
the history of  Indian de-

mocracy. It is a date that
evokes pain
and concern
in the minds
of  all those
who cherish
democratic
values. The

Emergency was not merely a
political episode; it was an
unprecedented assault on In-
dia’s Constitution, demo-
cratic institutions, freedom
of  expression, and civil liber-
ties. It reflected a dangerous
mindset that was willing to
sacrifice democracy itself  to
preserve political power.

The younger generation
must understand that there
was a period in India’s histo-
ry when the spirit of  the Con-
stitution was suppressed, the
judiciary came under pres-
sure, the press was censored,
and political opponents were
imprisoned without due
process. Significantly, these
actions were not imposed by
an external force but by a
Congress-led govt.

On June 12, 1975, the Alla-
habad High Court declared
the election of  then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi in-
valid. In a healthy democracy,
the moral course of  action
would have been to respect
the verdict and step down. In-
stead, Congress chose to pro-
tect power rather than demo-
cratic principles.

On the night of  June 25,
1975, the Emergency was im-
posed across the country.

Fundamental rights were
curtailed, civil liberties were
suspended, and millions of
citizens were deprived of

their freedoms. An atmo-
sphere of  fear, repression,
and uncertainty engulfed the
nation. The events of  that pe-
riod demonstrated that, for
Congress, the preservation
of  power had become more
important than the preserva-
tion of  democracy.

If  the Emergency symbol-
ised authoritarianism, Bihar
became the strongest centre
of  democratic resistance.
This is the land that gave the
nation Loknayak Jayapra-
kash Narayan, one of  the
most respected champions of
democracy.

The call for “Sampoorna
Kranti” (Total Revolution)
that arose from Patna’s Gand-
hi Maidan shook the founda-
tions of  authoritarian rule.
The J P Movement was not
merely an agitation against a
govt; it was a movement for
systemic reform and demo-
cratic renewal. It challenged
corruption, dynastic politics,
appeasement, and the arro-
gance of  power.

Thousands of  students,
youth, farmers, teachers, and
ordinary citizens from Bihar
joined the struggle to defend
democratic values. Many
were imprisoned and subject-
ed to hardship, yet they re-
fused to surrender their com-
mitment to democracy. Bi-
har’s contribution to this na-
tional movement remains a
matter of  immense pride.
Without the leadership of
Loknayak Jayaprakash Na-
rayan and the courage of  the
people of  Bihar, the struggle
against authoritarianism
would not have acquired the
strength it ultimately did.

Today, Congress often
speaks about freedom of  ex-
pression. However, the na-
tion has not forgotten that it

was during the Emergency
that press censorship was im-
posed on an unprecedented
scale. Newspapers were re-
quired to obtain official clear-
ance before publishing sensi-
tive reports. Critical voices
were silenced, journalists
were intimidated, and media
institutions faced immense
pressure. The fourth pillar of
democracy became one of  the
principal victims of  political
authoritarianism during
that period.

Loknayak Jayaprakash
Narayan, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, Lal Krishna Advani,
George Fernandes, Nanaji
Deshmukh, and thousands of
political workers and activ-
ists were imprisoned.

Their only offence was
their commitment to democ-
racy, constitutional govern-
ance, and the rights of  the peo-
ple. Dissent was treated as a

crime, and every effort was
made to suppress opposing
voices. This remains one of
the most troubling episodes in
India’s democratic journey.

The Emergency also
serves as a reminder that ex-
cessive concentration of  pow-
er weakens democratic insti-
tutions. When authority be-
comes confined to a few indi-
viduals, institutional checks
and balances begin to erode,
placing constitutional values
at risk.

The Emergency stands as
a warning against the dan-
gers of  dynastic politics and
unchecked political power.

Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, India has entered an era of
greater transparency, public
participation, and inclusive
development.

The guiding principle of
governance today is: “Sabka

Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas.”

The poor, women, youth,
scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes, backward classes, and
marginalised communities
have become central stake-
holders in India’s development
journey. Democratic participa-
tion has expanded, governance
has become more transparent,
and India continues to streng-
then its position as the world’s
largest democracy.

The Emergency is not
merely a historical event; it is
an enduring lesson about the
importance of  safeguarding
democratic institutions.

Young Indians must un-
derstand that democracy was
preserved through sacrifice
and struggle. Thousands of  ci-
tizens endured imprisonment
and hardship to protect the
freedoms and rights that we
enjoy today.

On the anniversary of  the
Emergency, I pay heartfelt
tribute to all those who stood
firm in defence of  democracy
and refused to yield before
authoritarian rule. I offer
special respect to the people
of  Bihar, who, under the lead-
ership of  Loknayak Jayapra-
kash Narayan, played a his-
toric role in safeguarding
democratic values.

Let us renew our commit-
ment to protecting the Con-
stitution, strengthening
democratic institutions, and
preserving the rights and
freedoms of  every citizen.

Democracy is not merely
a system of  governance; it is
the very soul of  India. The
contribution of  Bihar in de-
fending that soul will forever
remain etched in the nation’s
history.

(The author is
chief  minister of  Bihar)

Emergency: When Cong put democracy
to test and Bihar spearheaded resistance

By Samrat Choudhary

If the Emergency symbolised authoritarian-
ism, Bihar became the strongest centre of democrat-
ic resistance. This is the land that gave the nation
Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan, one of the most
respected champions of democracy. The call for
Sampoorna Kranti that arose from Patna’s Gandhi
Maidan shook the foundations of authoritarian rule

Patna: Bihar’s credit-depo-
sit (CD) ratio crossed the 60%
mark for the first time in
2025-26, a milestone achieved
alongside bank deposits tou-
ching Rs6.5 lakh crore and
significant progress in loan
disbursement under the An-
nual Credit Plan (ACP).

The achievement is parti-
cularly significant as the sta-
te’s CD ratio had remained
between 35% and 40% from
the mid-1980s through the
1990s and early 2000s.

The figures were presen-
ted at the 97th State Level
Bankers’ Committee (SLBC)
meeting held in Patna on Tu-
esday. The meeting was chai-
red by deputy CM and finan-
ce minister Bijendra Prasad
Yadav.

Among those who raised
issues related to credit flow
in their respective sectors
were urban development and
IT minister Nitish Mishra,
rural development minister
Shrawan Kumar, and animal
and fisheries resources mini-

ster Nand Kishore Ram.
Senior officials present at

the meet included develop-
ment commissioner Mihir
Kumar Singh, finance de-
partment secretary Sanjay
Kumar Singh, Union govt’s
financial adviser Samar Ku-
mar, RBI regional director
Sujit Kumar, secretaries of
various departments and se-
nior officials of  banks.

Other key banking indi-
cators for 2025-26 included a
decline in non-performing
assets (NPAs) to 6.91%, ove-
rall ACP achievement of
87%, agricultural credit

achievement of  67%, and
MSME credit achievement
of  84% of  the target.

“The achievement of  the
banking sector in the state is
appreciable and satisfactory.
However, it is also necessary
that the maximum utilisa-
tion of  bank deposits within
the state should be directed
towards promoting local in-
vestment, entrepreneurship
and employment genera-
tion,” Yadav said.

He urged banks to further
increase lending to improve
the state’s CD ratio.

The finance minister an-
nounced that six-monthly re-
views would be conducted for
banks with a CD ratio below
50% and ACP achievement
below 60% of  the target. He
emphasised the need to chan-
nel banking resources to-
wards Bihar’s economic de-
velopment.

On the occasion, Yadav al-
so launched the Bihar Kisan
Rin Portal, developed by the
SLBC to make agricultural
loan disbursement faster
and more transparent.

State’s CD ratio crosses
60% mark for first time

FISCAL FEAT FEAT
 hBank deposits touch  

6.5 lakh crore

 hOverall ACP achievement 
reaches 87%

 hMSME credit target 
achievement at 84%

 hAgriculture credit 
achievement at 67%

 hNPAs decline to 6.91%

Abhay Singh TNN

A woman, Guddi Devi,
climbed a mobile tower with
her 12-year-old son near
Simrahi Durga temple in
Supaul’s Raghopur area on
Tuesday, alleging that her
husband abandoned them
after secretly marrying
another woman. She refused
to come down for nearly six
hours, demanding interven-
tion by the district adminis-
tration. Raghopur CO Rash-
mi Priya and SHO Amit
Kumar persuaded her to
descend safely. Guddi
alleged her husband threw
her and their son out of the
house.

Bike stand opened at
Buxar court: Principal
District and Sessions Judge
Kajal Jhamb on Tuesday
inaugurated the newly-
constructed motorcycle
stand for advocates near the
excise court building on the
Buxar court campus. The
stand has been constructed
by the building construction
department at a cost of
Rs4.29 lakh. Speaking on the
occasion, Judge Jhamb said
additional infrastructure
projects, including a vehicle
shed for court employees
and a public convenience
centre for litigants, are also
in the pipeline. 

Show-cause notice
issued: The Ara Sadar
Hospital’s superintendent in
charge, after the order of
the Bhojpur civil surgeon,
issued a show-cause notice
to the concerned doctors,
the health personnel and the
hospital staff, seeking their
detailed explanation about
the circumstances that led
to the death of a 55-year-old
seriously injured patient on
Monday.

MPs seek better 
passenger amenities:
Members of Parliament
(MPs) from different constit-
uencies under the Danapur
division of the ECR partici-
pated in the divisional
railway parliamentary
committee meeting held at
the DRM’s office premises
here at Khagaul on Tuesday. 

Review meeting held:
Buxar DM Sahila on Tuesday
chaired a review meeting of
the district road safety
committee, prohibition, land
disputes, law and order,
mining, certificate cases
(recovery proceedings),
public grievances and the
right to public service at the
collectorate conference hall.
The DM instructed Buxar
SDO Avinash Kumar to make
all necessary traffic ar-
rangements for the up-
coming 'Chol-Mundan'
ceremony.

DIGEST

Woman climbs
mobile tower

Sasaram: At least 13 Bihar Po-
lice personnel, including 10
women constables, were inju-
red when a rice-laden truck
rammed into a police bus from
behind in Rohtas district on
Tuesday afternoon.

One of  the seriously inju-
red women constables was la-
ter referred to a higher medi-
cal facility, while the remai-
ning personnel are out of
danger. SP, Rohtas, Roshan
Kumar said all the injured we-
re out of  danger.

The accident occurred ne-
ar Sikthi village under Sanj-
hauli police station area on
Ara-Sasaram road. According
to officials, a Bihar Police
company was travelling from
Begusarai to its headquarters
in Dehri when a truck carry-
ing rice rammed into the bus
from behind. 

13 cops hurt as
truck rams into
bus in Rohtas
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Bettiah: In a shocking inci-
dent in West Champaran dis-
trict on Tuesday, a man alle-
gedly threw his wife and the-
ir three minor children into
a canal following a domestic
dispute, leading to the drow-
ning of  all children. The wife
managed to survive, while
the accused has been arres-
ted, police said.

The incident occurred in
Bhangaha village under
ward no. 4 of  Lohieriya pan-
chayat under Chanpatia po-
lice station area. The decea-
sed children, aged around
six years, four years and five
months, were identified as

the children of  Rambabu
Yadav, a resident of  the vil-
lage.

According to police,
Rambabu Yadav and his wi-
fe, Lalita Devi, had been fa-
cing marital discord for the
past several days. On Tues-
day morning, the couple re-
portedly had another argu-

ment, after which Rambabu
told his wife that he would
drop her at her parental ho-
me. He then left the house
with Lalita and their three
children on a motorcycle.

Police said upon rea-
ching Tirhut canal near Lo-
hieriya Chowk, between Lo-
hieriya and Barohiya villa-
ges, Rambabu allegedly pus-
hed his wife into the canal
before throwing the three
children into the water one
by one. Lalita Devi managed
to swim to safety and later
reached her parental home
at Birwa village in Majhau-
lia police station area, whe-
re she informed her family
about the incident. 

3 kids drown after father throws them into canal

Locals at the incident site
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Bettiah: Police have ar-
rested three people, inclu-
ding the complainant, for
allegedly staging a firing
incident at his own house
in West Champaran to fal-
sely implicate his in-laws
and evade a dowry harass-
ment case filed by his wife.

The incident occurred
on June 7 in Khajuria

Nand Tola under Sathi po-
lice station in Narkatia-
ganj. Initially reported as
an attempted murder ca-
se, the incident was later
found to be a pre-planned
conspiracy during police
investigation.

Those arrested include
the alleged mastermind
Chunnu Kumar Pandey,
his brother-in-law Rinku

Tiwari alias Upendra Ti-
wari and Nippu Singh. Po-
lice said raids were under
way to arrest three other
accused allegedly invol-
ved in the conspiracy.

According to police,
Chunnu had lodged an FIR
alleging members of  his
wife’s family opened fire
at his residence with the
intention of  killing him.
Five empty cartridges we-
re recovered from the spot.

Following an investi-
gation based on technical
evidence and call detail re-
cords, police concluded
the firing had been staged.

“Chunnu hatched the
conspiracy to escape the do-
wry harassment case.
Along with his brother-in-
law, he purchased a firearm
from Bettiah and lured so-
me youths into opening fire
at his own house,” SDPO Ja-
yprakash Singh said.

Man held for staging
firing at own house 
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Bettiah: Angry residents sta-
ged a protest against the po-
wer department at Dharmpur
Chowk on the Bettiah-Saris-
wa Mukhiya Road under Bet-
tiah Municipal Corporation
area in West Champaran dis-
trict on Tuesday morning, al-
leging prolonged disruption
in electricity supply.

The protesters blocked the
road and burnt tyres, leading
to long queues of  vehicles and
disrupting traffic for several
hours.

According to residents, po-
wer supply in the area remai-
ned suspended from around
9pm on Monday. With no elec-
tricity throughout the night
amid humid weather condi-
tions, residents, including

children and elderly people,
faced severe hardship.

Frustrated over the pro-
longed outage, locals took to
the streets and staged the pro-
test.

On receiving information
about the road blockade, a te-
am from Mufassil police sta-
tion reached the spot and initi-
ated talks with the demonstra-
tors. After considerable ef-
fort, the police persuaded
them to withdraw the protest
and clear the road.

Traffic resumed after the
blockade was lifted.

Mufassil SHO Samrat
Singh said, “As soon as infor-
mation about the road blocka-
de and protest was received, a
police team reached the spot.
After convincing the protes-
ters, the blockade was remo-
ved and traffic movement was
restored.”

Bettiah people
protest long
power cuts

IN-LAWS FRAMED

HEAT WOES

Dilip Kumar TNN
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