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ravikBhattacharya
Kolkata, June6

AFTeRMAKiNGsingingofthe
nationalsong,VandeMataram,
mandatoryinmadrasasacross
West Bengal on May 19, the
ChiefMinister suvenduAdhi-
kari-led government has or-
deredallDistrictMagistratesto
conduct a block-wise andmu-
nicipality-wise survey ofmad-
rasas to “obtain authentic dis-
trict-wise data” as well as
“identify any irregularities or
unlawful activities”, according
toanorder.
According toaJune5order

by the Principal secretary, De-
partment of Minority Affairs
andMadrasaheducation,toall
District Magistrates, “The
undersigned is directed to re-
quest you to undertake a
block/municipality-wise sur-
veyforcollectionandcompila-
tionofupdatedinformationre-
latingtoMadrasaheducational
institutionsfunctioningwithin
your respective jurisdictions,

including institutions that are
affiliated, recognised, regis-
tered, aided, unaided, un-reg-
istered,community-managed,
privately managed, or other-
wiseoperatingunderdifferent
educational or administrative
arrangements.”
The District Magistrates

have been asked to submit a
consolidated district report to
the department on or before
July5, theorder said.
Thesurvey,aspertheorder,

would cover government-rec-
ognised,aidedaswellasunrec-
ognised,unaided,andprivately
runmadrasasacross thestate.
The exercise is intended

“for administrative purposes”
andtomapdistrict-wisedataof
academic activities, composi-
tionofstudentsandinfrastruc-
ture, theorder said.
“The present exercise is in-

tended for administrative pur-
poses, with a view to enabling
theDepartmenttoobtainauth-
entic district-wise data regard-
ingthenature,status,academic
activities, infrastructural facil-
ities, student composition and
relatedparticularsofsuchinsti-
tutions for educational plan-
ning, child welfaremeasures
and maintenance of educa-
tionalrecords,”theorderstates.
“The exercisemay also as-

sist the Government in ident-
ifying any irregularities or un-
lawful activities, if found, and
taking corrective measures,”
theorder said.
however,theordersaidthat

the institutions should be per-
mitted to continue their aca-
demic activities during the
presentacademicsession.
“it is further clarified that

thepresentexerciseisconfined

solely to the collection and
verification of information for
administrative purposes. No
coercive/closure, or student-
displacement related action
shallbeinitiatedonthebasisof
thiscommunicationasofnow.
The institutions concerned
shall be permitted to continue
their ongoing academic activ-
itieswithoutdisruptionduring
thepresentacademicsession,”
theorder said.
Alongwith the directive, a

format has been attached for
recognised and unrecognised
madrasas, which seeks in-
formation about its location,
statusofrecognition,namesof
those in themanagement, de-
tails of students, teaching and
non-teaching staff, whether
residentialornot, and thesub-
jectsorcoursesbeing taught.
There are around 614 gov-

ernment-recognisedandaided
madrasasinBengalbutnooffi-
cial estimate of the number of
madrasasisavailableastheyare
runprivatelyorthroughvarious
boards and not attachedwith
thestategovernment.
Following the BJP govern-

ment’s May 19 order making
singing of Vande Mataram
mandatory,apetitionwasfiled
in the Calcutta high Court on
June 3, seeking that the order
bequashed.

Govtorderssurveyof
madrasas, sayswillhelp
identify irregularities

eXerCISe InTendedFor ‘AdMInISTrATIVePurPoSeS’

AsksDistrict
Magistrates to
submit report
withinJuly 5

Thepresentexercise is intendedfor
administrativepurposes,withaview

toenablingtheDepartment toobtain
authenticdistrict-wisedataregardingthe
nature, status,academicactivities,
infrastructural facilities, student
compositionandrelatedparticularsofsuch
institutions...”
Theorderonjune5

AtriMitra
Kolkata, June6

AMiDThe raging discontent
withintheTrinamoolCongress
(TMC), the party supremoand
formerWest Bengal chiefmin-
ister, Mamata Banerjee, has
been struggling to firm up a
roadmapinabidtobounceback
as anOpposition leader in the
stateandatthenational level.
As part of her efforts, Ma-

mata is set to attend the Op-
position iNDiA bloc’smeeting
scheduledforMondayinDelhi.
WhileTMCnationalgeneral

secretary Abhishek Banerjee
reached Delhi saturday, Ma-
mata is scheduled to arrive in
thenationalcapitalonsunday.
she will remain in Delhi till
Tuesday.
AccordingtoTMCinsiders,

Mamata andAbhishekwould
attend the iNDiA alliance
meetingalongwithafewsenior
partyMPs.
OnFriday,Mamataeffected

a major organisational re-
shuffle in her party, packing
it with her loyalists and party
old-timers.
Whileretaininghernephew

Abhishek as the national gen-
eral secretary despite wide-
spread criticism of his role in
the Trinamool Congress’s de-
bacle in the recent Bengal As-
sembly polls, she has ap-
pointed two joint national
secretaries—RajyasabhaMPs
DerekO’BrienandDolasen—
to assist him, signalling to the
party rebels that decisionswill
behenceforthtakenjointlyand
notunilaterallybyAbhishek.
AseniorTMCMPsaid,“Ma-

mata Banerjee already under-
stoodthatthemaindiscontent
in the party’s rank and file is
againstAbhishekBanerjee.Al-
ready, duringher organisation
reshuffle, Mamata gave space
to other seniorMPs like Derek
O’Brien andDola sen to assist
Abhishek.sheisdesperatenow
to regain her footing in the
party as well as credibility on
thenational stage.”
Ahead of the iNDiA bloc

meeting, the Congress, too, is
keepingacloseeyeontheTMC
crisis. TMC sources said Ma-
matawas trying tomeet sonia
Gandhi during her Delhi visit,
but the Gandhi family has yet
toconfirmameeting.
A senior Bengal Congress

leadersaid,“WhenMamataBa-
nerjee was in the winning
phase, she said whatever she
wanted about the Congress.
she also tried to snatch the
leadership of the iNDiA bloc
from the Congress and criti-
cised Rahul Gandhi. Now, she
should not think that during
herbadtime, theCongresswill
go away. Butwewill not stand
likeaclose friendeither.”
Trinamool leaders main-

tained that divisions have sur-
faced among the rebel MLAs
overthefutureroleoftheparty
chairperson.While the leader
oftherebelpartylegislators,Ri-
tabrata Banerjee, who was
chosenastheLeaderoftheOp-
position (LoP) in the state As-

semblybyabout60TMCMLAs
indefianceof theofficial party
line, suggested that Mamata
could remain as the “prodhan
poramorshodata (chief ad-
viser)”intheparty,someMLAs
of his group have objected to
thisproposal.
“Aleaderisacompletelydif-

ferentthing,thesupreme–what
everyonecallsaguardian.‘Prod-
han poramorshodata’ means
someonewho assists from the
outside,superficially.ifMamata
Banerjee is not kept as the su-
premepartyleader,wewillhave
torethinkthiswholething,”said
rebelMLAGulshanMullick.
sangeeta Roy Basunia,

another rebelMLA, said, “Ma-
mata Banerjee is our supreme
leader andwill remain so. she
cannotbeanadviser.sheisour
leader.”
At the same time,Mamata

has doubled down on her at-
tempts to regain support from
therebelTMCleaders.sources
said she is also trying to reach

out to the party's Muslim
MLAs, some of whom are re-
portedly uneasy about Rita-
brata’s perceived closeness to
theBJP.
Among a total of 80 TMC

MLAs elected in the 2026 As-
sembly polls, 31 areMuslims,
and the Ritabrata-led revolt
seems tohave split this bloc as
well.
several prominentMuslim

MLAs — including sabina
Yeasmin, Javed Khan and
Akhruzzaman — joined
the rebel camp and assumed
key positions in its legislative
faction.
however, old-guard leader

Firhadhakimandsomenewer
faces likeBabarAlideclined to
join the rebel camp.Mamata is
trying to use these leaders to
pacify therebels.
But Mamata may face

another revolt in her parlia-
mentaryparty,withsomeparty
leaders expecting a similar re-
bellion among Lok sabhaMPs
in the coming days. This has
promptedspeculationinpoliti-
cal circles that whileMamata
remains inDelhi for theiNDiA
blocmeeting, some TMCMPs
may then approach the Lok
sabha speaker to seek Abhis-
hek’s removal as their parlia-
mentaryparty leader.
A senior TMCMP claimed:

“When news spread that the
TMClegislativepartymaysplit,
many leaders questioned how
the rebel group organised the
supportofmorethan52MLAs.
Ultimately, it went up to 60.
similarly, intheLoksabha,the
TMChas 28MPs.We need the
supportof19MPstooustAbhis-
hekBanerjee.Youmayseethat
support may cross 20 also.
Many senior as well as first-
timeMPs and film personal-
ities, close to Abhishek Baner-
jee, all are rebelsnow.”

AsMamataarrives inDelhi toattendOppblocJune8meet,
seniorTMCleadersays thatshe isdesperate toregain
footing inpartyaswellascredibilityonthenational stage

TMCchiefMamataBanerjeemay faceanother revolt inher
parliamentarypartywith someMPsexpected todefect. PTI fIle

TanusreeBose
Kolkata, June6

The WesT Bengal sTF saturday re-
coveredamassivecacheofweaponsof17
weaponsand39roundsofcartridgesfrom
a pond adjacent to the house of a TMC
leader in sandeshkhali in the North 24
Parganasdistrict.
ThesTFconductedsearchesattheresi-

dence of TMC leaderRobinDas andhis
brotherGopal,thesurroundingareas,and
a nearby pond. Both Robin andGopal,

known to be close associates of arrested
TMCstrongmanshahjahansheikh,were
notinthearea.
“Foryearsunder theprevious regime,

suchillegalweaponswerestockpiledand
used ruthlessly to terrorise common
citizens,”CM suvenduAdhikari said ina
postonX.WhiletheBengalsTFhasyetto
releaseanofficialstatement,sourcessaid
sixpeoplehavebeenarrested.
Along with the sTF personnel, offi-

cialsfromthesandeshkhalipolicestation
andcentral forceswereat thescene.

Praisingthepolice,Adhikarisaidon X,
“Onpreciseintelligenceinputs,thespecial
Task Force (sTF) conducted extensive
raidsacrossmultiplelocationsnearsarbe-
ria Bazaar inKumrakhali, Basanti, and
sandeshkhali areas. Forceshave success-
fullyseizedamassivecacheof illegal fire-
armsandammunitionhiddenawaytodis-
rupt peace.” “This culture of violence
claimedthepreciouslivesofnumerousop-
positionpartyworkers, particularlydedi-
cated BJP Karyakartas, who stood up
againsttyranny.Thosedarkdaysareover.”

‘Aimwastoterrorisepeople’:CMonarmscacherecovery
frompondnearTMCleader’shouse inSandeshkhali

AmidTMCrebelcrisis,Mamatapins
hopesonINDIAhelp for firefighting

Kolkata


