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New Delhi, July 1 
The Congress on Wednes-
day retained Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring as the
state unit president while
appointing former CM Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi as the
head of its campaign com-
mittee for the Assembly
poll next year. Senior party
leader Partap Singh Bajwa
will continue to serve as the
Leader of the Opposition in
the state Assembly.    

Among the other leaders
given crucial roles is former
minister and AICC joint treas-
urer Vijay Inder Singla, who
has been appointed the chief
of the party’s election man-
agement and coordination
committee. Former Deputy
CM Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawa will chair the core com-
mittee and Fatehgarh Sahib
MP Amar Singh will steer the
manifesto panel.

The party has tried to
strike a fine community bal-
ance by appointing three
working presidents to assist
Warring. They are
Sukhwinder Singh Danny
and Raj Kumar Verka, both
prominent Scheduled

Castes faces of the Con-
gress, and Sangat Singh
Gilzian, who hails from the
Lubana OBC community.

All-India Kisan Congress
chairman Sukhpal Singh
Khaira, former minister
Rana Gurjeet Singh and
Patiala MP Dharamvira
Gandhi have been named
co-chairpersons of the cam-
paign committee.

Former Punjab ministers OP
Soni, Razia Sultana, Kuljit
Singh Nagra, Bharat Bhushan
Ashu and former Nawanshahr

MLA Angad Singh Saini will
serve as co-chairpersons of the
election management and
coordination committee.

Amritsar MP Gurjeet
Singh Aujla, former Punjab
sports minister Pargat
Singh, Hardial Singh Kam-
boj and Sukhbinder Singh
Sarkaria have been
appointed co-chairpersons
of the manifesto committee.

The appointments come
after weeks of intense consul-
tations in Delhi and specula-
tion over Warring’s future.

During meetings with Ajay
Maken, observer for the con-
sultations, the Punjab unit
was learnt to be divided
between those favouring a
change at the top and those
backing the status quo.

Intense discussions  
Rahul Gandhi personally
held two rounds of one-on-
one meetings with Punjab
leaders in an attempt to
assess competing claims and
ensure factional rivalries did
not spiral out of control.

Sources said the arrange-
ment bore the imprint of a
leadership determined not
to let the 2021 history repeat
itself. Few episodes in
recent Congress history
have haunted the party as
much as the Punjab crisis
that unfolded ahead of the
2022 Assembly poll.

Months of public infight-
ing between Amarinder
Singh and then state Con-
gress chief Navjot Singh
Sidhu paralysed the gov-
ernment and crippled gov-
ernance, costing the Con-
gress a chance to win in
2022 when the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) swept with 92
of 117 seats.      

Congress retains Warring as state
chief, Channi to head campaign
Bajwa to continue as LoP, Singla made head of poll coordination panel 

The party has tried to strike a fine community balance by
appointing three working presidents to assist Warring.
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Chandigarh, July 1 
After a delay of several days,
the southwest monsoon
touched Punjab and Haryana
on Wednesday, with many
part of north-west India expe-
riencing moderate to heavy
rain. The monsoon normally
enters eastern Himachal
Pradesh on June 20 and
moves into Punjab between
June 25-30 and covers the
entire state by July 5.

Fairly widespread heavy
rain, along with thunder-
storms and gusty winds have
been have been predicted
over Punjab and Haryana till
July 7, for which the weather
department has issued a yel-

low alert. A fall in maximum
temperature by up to 5°C dur-
ing next two days is also
expected, with no large
change thereafter.

In 2025, the monsoon,
which was significantly above
normal, had advanced
through some parts of Punjab
on June 22 and covered the
entire state on June 26, while
touched parts of Haryana on
June 24 and covered the
entire state on June 29.

Over the past 24 hours,
moderate to heavy rain along
with thunderstorms and
gusty winds occurred at some
places in Punjab, even
though warm night condi-
tions were reported at isolat-
ed places in the state. 

On the other hand, light to
moderate rain was experienced
in some parts of Haryana while
heatwave occurred at isolated
places in the state, according to
a bulletin issued by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on July 1.

Several districts in Haryana,
including Yamunanagar, Kar-
nal, Panipat, Sonepat, Rohtak,
Bhiwani, Gurugram and Nuh
received varying amounts of
rain over the past 24 hours. In
Punjab, Pathankot, Gur-
daspur, Hoshiarpur, Jaland-
har and Ropar districts experi-
enced rain. The seasonal
rainfall, from June 1 till July 1,
however, is deficient by 47 per
cent in both the states, accord-
ing to the IMD data.

Monsoon hits region, heavy
rainfall expected till July 7

A horse cart driver shields himself with a polythene sheet during the season's first rain 
in Zirakpur on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAVI KUMAR
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Chandigarh, July 1
With the four-year term of the
first batch of Agniveers sched-
uled to conclude by the end of
this year, the Punjab Govern-
ment has drafted a policy for the
post-release rehabilitation of sol-
diers belonging to the state, ear-
marking reservations in select
government departments.  

Sources in the government
said the policy envisioned 20
per cent reservation in posts
of guards in the Department
of Mines and 10 per cent for
constables in the Punjab
Police, Home Guards and for-
est guards in the Department
of Forests and Wildlife.  

“The policy has been pre-
pared by the Department of

Personnel in association with
the Department of Defence
Services Welfare and sent to
the Chief Secretary for con-
currence,” a state government
official said. Once approved, it
would be sent to the Cabinet
for final clearance.

While Punjab is still in the
process of finalising its reha-
bilitation policy for Agniveers,
several other states have
already announced such
measures. Haryana has fixed
20 per cent horizontal reserva-
tion in direct recruitment for
uniformed state organisa-
tions, including the police, for-
est guards, mining guards
and jail warders.

Uttar Pradesh and Chandi-
garh have also announced
similar 20 per cent quotas. 

Punjab is the second-
largest contributor of man-
power to the armed forces
after Uttar Pradesh and
recruitment from the state
often exceeds its pre-
scribed quota. Vacancies
allotted to other states that
remain unutilised are fre-
quently filled by candi-
dates from Punjab.

Speaking at the Defence
Skills Conclave organised by
the Punjab Government in
Chandigarh recently, Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh said Punjab, with its
strong military tradition, could
take the lead in tapping the
skills of Agniveers by offering
them institutional pathways to
transition into the defence
manufacturing ecosystem.  

State drafts rehabilitation policy
with job quota for Agniveers Bathinda, July 1

Four persons, including two
couples from Balotra district
in Rajasthan, died and eight
others were injured when a
Tempo Traveller collided with
a stationary truck on the
Amritsar-Jamnagar Highway
between Bathinda and Dab-
wali towns this morning. The
victims were on a pilgrimage
to the Golden Temple, Vaishno
Devi and Amarnath shrines.

The collision near Gurusar
Sainewala and Jodhpur
Romana villages was so severe
that the vehicle was complete-
ly damaged, indicating it was
travelling at high speed. The
truck was reportedly parked
on the roadside. The injured
were taken to the AIIMS,
Bathinda, for treatment.  

The police have begun
investigating the cause of the
incident. — TNS

4 pilgrims killed
in highway crash

HC dismisses plea against
helmet exemption for Sikhs
Mumbai, July 1
The exemption granted to
Sikh men wearing turbans
from wearing helmets while
riding two-wheelers is not on
the basis of religion, but on
“reasonable classification”,
the Bombay High Court has
said, dismissing a petition
challenging the provision.

Justices Urmila Joshi-
Phalke and Nivedita Mehta of
the Nagpur Bench on Monday

dismissed the petition filed by
Kirtesh Chaudhari (23).

The plea challenged a provi-
so to Section 129 of the Motor
Vehicles Act, which grants
this concession, claiming that
it violated the right to equali-
ty. The HC said the plea was
misconceived, noting that
Article 14 of the Constitution
(right to equality) prohibits
class legislation, but not rea-
sonable classification. — PTI
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New Delhi, July 1 
A decades-old historic gurd-
wara was demolished by a
local businessman in Pak-
istan’s Punjab province. 

According to an official of
the Punjab government, the
historic Gurdwara Singh
Sabha in Farooqabad, 70 km
from Lahore, was recently
demolished by a local busi-
nessman.

“The businessman had
demolished the gurdwara
without obtaining the
required no-objection cer-
tificate (NOC) from the
department concerned,”
the official said.

Punjab Minorities Minister
Ramesh Singh Arora visited
the gurdwara and announced
its immediate restoration.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said, “We have seen
the deeply distressing reports
regarding the demolition of
the historic 125-year-old
sacred Gurdwara Singh Sabha
in Farooqabad, Pakistan. We
strongly condemn this highly
deplorable and targeted act of
vandalism against a revered
Sikh shrine.”

India also called upon the
government of Pakistan to
“expeditiously investigate”
the matter and “bring the
perpetrators of this despica-
ble act to justice”. 

Gurdwara
razed in Pak’s
Punjab, MEA
protests


