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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday ordered status quo
on a Karnataka High Court
direction requiring the re-
opening of the ethanol al-
location process for the
2025–26 supply year, which
has already been concluded.

A Bench, comprising
Justices MM Sundresh and
Sheel Nagu, was hearing a
plea filed by state-owned
Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd, which contended
that reopening the alloca-
tion process would disrupt
the implementation of the
Centre’s policy of achieving
20 per cent ethanol blend-
ing in petrol, E20 fuel.

In its order dated June 16,
2026, the High Court had
directed the oil marketing
companies (OMCs) —
BPCL, Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) and Indian Oil Cor-
poration Ltd (IOCL) — to
consider a request by VINP
Distilleries and Sugars for
enhanced ethanol allocation
before the tender process
was finalised.

The High Court held that
dedicated ethanol plants,
established pursuant to the
government’s policy and
contractually bound to sup-
ply ethanol exclusively to
the OMCs, could not be
denied the benefit of prefer-
ential allocation contem-
plated under the applicable
agreement. Accordingly, it
directed the OMCs to con-
sider the distillery’s request
for enhanced allocation for
the Ethanol Supply Year
(ESY) 2025-26.

‘MAY DISRUPT

PROCESS’

Appearing for BPCL, Attor-
ney General R Venkatara-
mani submitted that, as the
industry coordinator for the
Ethanol Blended Petrol
(EBP) programme, BPCL
had completed the alloca-
tion exercise on October 17,
2025. He said procurement
quantities had been alloc-
ated to 378 suppliers for a
total of about 1,050 crore
litres of ethanol, against cu-
mulative o�ers of 1,759
crore litres received under
the tender. By June 18,
nearly 680 crore litres had
already been supplied.

The Attorney General ar-
gued that enhancing the al-
location of one supplier at
this stage would trigger sim-
ilar claims from other simil-
arly placed suppliers,
thereby disrupting the en-
tire allocation process.

“The e�ect of this order is
that there are about 75 sim-
ilarly placed suppliers... We
have to undo the allocation
for all of them,” he
submitted.

CONSOLIDATING PLEAS

The law o�cer submitted
that similar petitions were
pending before several High
Courts and sought liberty to
file a transfer petition to
have them heard together by
the apex court. He argued
that an authoritative ruling
was necessary before the
next round of ethanol sup-
ply contracts was finalised
in October.

The Bench issued notice
on the plea and directed the
parties to maintain status
quo until the matter is taken
up for hearing after the apex
court resumes regular sit-
tings on July 13.
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SC orders status quo on
Karnataka HC order to
reopen ethanol allocation 

Bajaj Auto zipped past TVS
Motor Company in electric
two-wheeler sales in June, a
month when the segment
crossed the 10 per cent pen-
etration mark.

Bajaj Auto registered sales
of 50,741 units (18 per cent
market share) compared
with 30,593 units in June last
year. 

TVS Motor was a close
second with 47,952 registra-
tions (17 per cent share), up
from 28,428 units, as per Va-
han data on June 20
morning.

Ather Energy continued
its growth trajectory with
29,423 registrations, com-
pared with 16,015 units in
June 2025, increasing its
market share to 10 per cent
from 9 per cent.

Overall, India’s electric

two-wheeler (E2W) market
posted strong growth in
June 2026, with registra-
tions rising 52 per cent year-
on-year to 2.85 lakh units,
driven by growing consumer
acceptance, wider model
availability and stronger par-
ticipation by established
manufacturers. Both pure

EV and battery-operated
Vehicles have been con-
sidered for this analysis.

Registrations also in-
creased 74 per cent sequen-
tially, and electric two-
wheelers accounted for
about 10.5 per cent of total
two-wheeler sales during
the month.

Hero MotoCorp emerged
as the fastest-growing
player, with registrations
more than doubling to
20,218 units from 7,921
units a year ago. Its market
share rose to 7 per cent from
4 per cent.

In contrast, Ola Electric
continued to lose ground. Its
registrations fell to 15,096
units from 20,697 units in
June 2025.

BROADER ACCEPTANCE

“The standout development

in June was E2W penetra-
tion crossing the 10 per cent
mark for the first time, un-
derscoring the sector’s
transition from early adop-
tion to broader market ac-
ceptance,” said Poonam Up-
adhyay, Director, Crisil
Ratings. 

She attributed the growth
to improving a�ordability
on a total cost-of-ownership
basis, a wider range of mod-
els and increasing participa-
tion by established original
equipment manufacturers.

“The rise in penetration
from 7.3 per cent in June
2025 and 9.3 per cent in May
2026 to around 10.5 per cent
in June 2026, alongside ro-
bust growth in registrations,
highlights the sustained mo-
mentum in EV adoption and
reinforces the increasing
mainstream acceptance of
electric two-wheelers within
the broader mobility mar-
ket,” she said.

Bajaj Auto overtakes TVS to lead
electric two-wheeler market in June
REVVING UP. India’s E2W market posted strong growth during the month, with registrations rising 52% y-o-y
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The standout
development in
June was E2W
penetration
crossing 10% for
the first time,
signalling wider
market acceptance

Chief of Army Sta� General
Upendra Dwivedi, in his
farewell statement on Tues-
day, said that the direction
to the armed forces is very
clear: “To see together, take
decisions together and take
actions together”, given
that future wars will be
more joint, integrated and
theatre-oriented.

General Dwivedi retired
on Tuesday, handing over
the reins to General Dhiraj
Seth after spending 40
years in olive green. He was
accorded a guard of honour
as part of a ceremonial
farewell held on the lawns
of the South Block.

Interacting with the me-
dia on the sidelines of the
event, Gen Dwivedi said he
was completing a two-year
tenure as the 30th Chief of
Army Sta� with a “sense of
deep gratitude, pride and

satisfaction”.

COORDINATED ACTION

All three services of the
armed forces worked with
jointness and integration
during Operation Sindoor
in May 2025, which was in
response to the Pahalgam
terror attack, Gen Diwedi
said.

“The coordination
among the three services
got strengthened. The
Army, the Navy and the In-
dian Air Force worked to-
gether with shared thinking
and integration,” he said.
“In future, wars will be
more joint, integrated and
theatre-oriented. So, our

direction is clear — to see
together, make decisions
together and take actions
together,” he observed.

Giving a sense of his
stint, he stated that the In-
dian Army had maintained
its operational readiness in
a progressive manner on all
fronts in the past two years.

On the northern border,
under Operation Snow Leo-
pard, “our deployment is
firm and vigilant”, he said.

“On the western border
too, the Army has done its
duty with complete serious-
ness and readiness. Opera-
tion Sindoor is a burning
example,” he asserted.

The outgoing Army chief
asserted that for any com-
mander, “his strengths are
his soldiers, whose commit-
ment, bravery and discip-
line are the identity of the
Indian Army”.

The brave soldiers of the
Army have played key roles
in counter-terrorism opera-
tions, he said.
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See, decide, act together: Outgoing
Army Chief Gen Dwivedi 
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Centre likely to clear
Kothagudem airport soon

Hyderabad: The Centre is
expected to accord approval to
the proposed Kothagudem
airport shortly, while
construction of the Warangal
airport is slated to begin next
month, Telangana Minister for
Irrigation and Civil Supplies N
Uttam Kumar Reddy said on
Tuesday. Addressing the
inaugural session of Aeromart
Hyderabad 2026, he added that
an airfield catering to both civil
and defence requirements
would be developed at
Adilabad. OUR BUREAU

Gujarat, IBM in pact to 
set up industrial AI Centre

Ahmedabad: Gujarat has joined
hands with IBM and the Indian
AI Research Organisation
(IAIRO) to set up an Industrial
Artificial Intelligence Centre of
Excellence that will function as
a ‘Living Lab’ for developing,
testing and demonstrating AI
solutions for industries. The
proposed centre is aimed at
helping industries adopt AI
faster. OUR BUREAU

QUICKLY.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu
directed o�cials to take up
comprehensive mineral
mapping across the State to
identify valuable mineral de-
posits for value addition.

Reviewing the perform-
ance of the Mines Depart-
ment in Amaravati on Tues-
day, Naidu said Andhra
Pradesh’s vast mineral
wealth o�ers significant op-

portunities for market
capitalisation.

The State-owned Andhra
Pradesh Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation (AP-
MDC) is exploring avenues
for market capitalisation of
valuable mineral assets, and
he directed o�cials to un-
dertake a detailed study with
the assistance of experts.

Substantial revenue could
be generated by adding value
to minerals such as beach
sand and rare earth minerals,
iron ore, manganese and
alumina.

AP to take up mineral-mapping,
frame policy for value-addition
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Solar energy may be gaining
traction as an alternative to
expensive, regular power
sources. But the growing air
pollution may cast a shadow
on the generation e�ciency. 

A new study published in
the Journal of Atmospheric
and Solar-Terrestrial Physics
finds that high levels of am-
bient air pollution in some
Indian cities are significantly
blocking sunlight, reducing
the potential output of solar
energy systems.

LOSS OF SUNLIGHT

A group of scientists from
the National Geophysical
Research Institute (CSIR-
NGRI) and the Information
Technology Division, Coun-
cil of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research (CSIR), stud-
ied data from 12 cities
between 2000 and 2020 to
understand the
phenomenon.

By studying local Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) records with
both surface-level and satel-
lite measurements of solar
exposure, they quantified
how much sunlight is lost to
air pollution.

The study found a link

between higher pollution
levels and greater atmo-
spheric attenuation (a re-
duction in the intensity,
strength, or magnitude).
This means there is a de-
crease in the amount of sun-
light reaching the ground.

The scientists extracted
data from the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
on air quality, the World Ra-
diation Data Centre
(WRDC) on surface solar
data, and the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory
(NREL) on satellite
measurements. 

The AQI data tracked
eight major pollutants, in-
cluding dangerous particu-
late matter, nitrogen dioxide,
and sulphur dioxide. 

The study measured the
annual attenuation of solar
exposure (the reduction in
solar energy) in the target

cities. Mumbai recorded the
highest absolute annual loss
of solar energy, followed by
Jodhpur, Kolkata, Goa, Pune,
and New Delhi.

ATTENUATION EFFECT

Interestingly, the research-
ers observed that the rela-
tionship between severe pol-
lution and solar loss is
complicated. For instance,
despite having notoriously
high overall AQI levels, cities
like New Delhi and Kolkata
did not record the peak at-
tenuation in relative solar
exposure.

The study observes that
solar dimming is influenced
by a combination of localised
variables, including specific
attenuation coe�cients,
varying weather conditions,
and the number of days
assessed. 

The paper observed that
scientists, engineers, and
policymakers must consider
the attenuation e�ect of
local air pollution when
measuring irradiation dy-
namics and designing future
solar energy systems.

The researchers caution
that the calculations cannot
be directly applied to other
cities, but need to factor in
local data to figure out the ra-
diation reduction.

KV Kurmanath
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How air pollution is casting a shadow
over solar energy potential of cities

E-commerce major Amazon
has announced a collabora-
tion with the Telangana gov-
ernment to integrate AI lit-
eracy into the curriculum in
government schools across
the State. 

To be delivered through
the Amazon Future Engin-
eer (AFE) programme, the
initiative will equip one mil-
lion students with AI skills
every year. 

Amazon to train
1 m Telangana
students in AI
Our Bureau
Hyderabad
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