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The 13% decline in coal imports in April 2026 shows the coal 
ministry’s commitment to import substitution, enhanced 
domestic coal availability, and a resilient energy ecosystem...
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Look Out Circular 
issued against 

DMK MLA, brother
Duo booked for alleged bribery, intimidating 
TVK MLA Ilaiyaraja to vote against Speaker

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai/Karur

THE Greater Chennai Police 
(GCP) on Saturday issued sum-
monses to former DMK minister 
and Coimbatore South MLA V 
Senthil Balaji and his brother V 
Ashok Kumar to appear before 
the Triplicane police in Chennai 
at 10.30am on Monday in connec-
tion with the alleged `35-crore 
bribery bid and intimidation 
targeting Uthangarai MLA Dr N 
Ilaiyaraja of  the ruling TVK. A 
Look Out Circular (LOC) was 
also issued against the two to 
prevent them from leaving the 
country. Police sources said the 
two summonses were handed 
over to their father in Karur as 
the whereabouts of  the brothers 
is not known. 

Police said, Senthil Balaji 
and Ashok Kumar were booked 
in the case — regarding alleged 
attempt to make Ilaiyaraja vote 
against Speaker JCD Prab-
hakar in a motion proposed to 
be introduced in the Assembly 

— on Wednesday. The sum-
mons and LOC were served 
based on the statements of  the 
eight persons arrested and re-
manded so far in the case. 

The Triplicane police from 
Chennai arrived at the resi-
dence of  Senthil Balaji’s par-
ents, V Velusamy and Palani-
ammal, at Rameswarapatti 
village in Karur on Saturday. 
In the presence of  Manman-
galam village administrative 
officer Tamilarasan and Van-
gal police, Triplicane sub-in-
spector A Srinivasan obtained 
Velusamy’s signature ac-
knowledging the receipt of  the 
summons.

The development comes 
even as Ashok Kumar, fearing 
arrest, moved the Madras 
High Court on Friday, seek-
ing an anticipatory bail in the 
case. Justice C Kumarappan 
adjourned the hearing to July 
6, as the state counsel had 
sought time to file the coun-
ter-affidavit as the matter is 
serious and he had to get in-
s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e 
government.

So far, the Triplicane police 
have arrested eight persons in-
cluding two suspected aides of  
Senthil Balaji – hoteliers S 
Karthi (42) and T Athiban 
Ramesh (45) – who were picked 
up from Karur on July 1. Oth-
ers arrested are Thirunavukka-
rasu, Naresh, Thiyagarajan, 
Selva, E M Srinivasan, Rajesh, 
Karthik and Ramesh.V Senthil  Balaji V Ashok Kumar

B’luru to host 
exhibition  
on Italian 
Renaissance
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

THE Karnataka Tourism De-
partment, in collaboration with 
the Consulate General of  Italy, 
will host ‘One Mother, Many 
Mother Tongues’, an art exhibi-
tion featuring some of  Italy’s 
celebrated masterpieces at the 
National Gallery of  Modern 
Art (NGMA), Bengaluru, from 
August 19 to September 29.

V Ram Prasath Manohar, 
Commissioner, Department of  
Tourism, said he met Giando-
menico Milano, Consul Gener-
al of  Italy, to discuss the exhibi-
tion and explore avenues for 
strengthening cultural cooper-
ation between India and Italy.

India and Italy have enjoyed 
strong cultural, economic and 
diplomatic ties for several dec-
ades. Reinforcing this partner-
ship, the two countries have of-
ficially declared 2027 as the 
‘India–Italy Year of  Culture 
and Tourism’. The exhibition 
will showcase several interna-
tionally renowned works by 
Italian Renaissance master 
Alessandro Botticelli, includ-
ing his celebrated painting 
‘Madonna con Bambino’, along 
with other rare artworks. 
Manohar said the arrival of  
these masterpieces in Bengalu-
ru marks a landmark moment 
in the city’s cultural history 
and underscores its growing 
stature as an international arts 
destination.

The Karnataka Tourism De-
partment is planning an exten-
sive promotional campaign 
across Karnataka and neigh-
bouring states, including Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana, to attract art 
enthusiasts, students, and do-
mestic and international tour-
ists, he added.

2 held in B’luru for leak in  
Rly recruitment test paper 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru

THE Central Bureau of  Investigation (CBI) arrested 
two persons, Palvoi Ashok and Sheik Jilani, in Ben-
galuru on July 3 in connection with the alleged leak of  
the question paper of  the General Departmental Com-
petitive Examination (GDCE)-2022 for recruitment to 

the post of  Goods Train Manager in 
South Western Railway (SWR).

In an official release on Saturday 
evening, the CBI stated it had regis-
tered an instant case against 23 ac-
cused for criminal conspiracy, cheat-
ing and receipt of  illegal gratification 
by public servant, based on a com-

plaint by SWR. During the investigation, searches con-
ducted on the premises of  Ashok and Jilani, who were 
arraigned as additional accused in this case, led to the 
recovery of  incriminating documents, electronic de-
vices such as scanners and printers used for the fraud 
in the Railway examination, examination-related 
records and candidate details. “The investigation also 
revealed evidence linking the accused with the alleged 
conspiracy to leak the question paper and facilitate its 
distribution to selected candidates before the examina-
tion. These two accused are the kingpins in the leakage 
of  question papers,” stated the CBI.

The two were produced before the court in Bengalu-
ru on July 4 and were remanded to four-day CBI cus-
tody. The probe is on to identify other persons involved 
in the conspiracy.

EV makers seek extension of PM 
E-DRIVE scheme, PLI revisions

BENGALURU: Union Minister for Heavy Industries and 
Steel HD Kumaraswamy on Saturday held discussions 

with leading electric two-wheeler manufacturers in 
Bengaluru, who sought continued policy support, an 
extension of the PM E-DRIVE Scheme and revisions to 

the PLI Auto Scheme to strengthen domestic 
manufacturing. At the meeting held at HMT Bhawan, 

manufacturers showcased their progress in developing 
indigenous electric mobility platforms, engineering 

capabilities and locally manufactured products. They 
also shared their vision of positioning India as a global 

hub for electric two-wheeler manufacturing. 
Responding to the industry’s concerns, Kumaraswamy 
assured manufacturers of the Ministry’s full support in 
strengthening India’s electric two-wheeler ecosystem 

through greater encouragement for domestic 
manufacturing, innovation and exports. ENS

PATHANAMTHITTA: The Koodal police, Pathanam-
thitta District, Kerala, have launched a probe into a 

complaint alleging the sexual harassment of a 13-year-
old girl by several people, including her classmates. 

Two cases were registered on Friday based on the 
statement against 11 persons, including four minors and 

two others. Police said that some of the students are 
accused in both cases, and a total of five minors, 

including the girl in whose house the sexual offence 
took place, are under investigation. ENS

13-yr-old girl sexually harassed in 
Kerala, 2 cases filed against 11 
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

THE Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Protection of  Child 
Rights (KSCPCR) on Saturday 
said two women, Sujatha and Vi-
jayalakshmi, have been ar-
rested in connection with 
the alleged physical 
abuse of  children at a 
daycare centre operat-
ing inside the Capgemi-
ni campus in HAL, Ben-
galuru. Investigations are 
underway to ascertain the in-
volvement of  others in the case.

KSCPCR Chairperson San-
tosh Kumar C said the case 
came to light after a complaint 
was registered at the HAL Po-
lice Station on the night of  June 
25 based on information re-
ceived through the Child Hel-
pline. Following reports in the 
media and on social media, the 

commission took suo motu cog-
nisance of  the matter and 
sought a detailed report. The 
commission constituted a sev-
en-member expert committee 
comprising specialists in child 
rights, psychology, medicine, 

law and education to ex-
amine the allegations. 
The committee inspect-
ed the daycare centre 
on July 2. Based on its 
findings and the seri-

ousness of  the allega-
tions, a joint inspection 

was conducted by the KSCPCR 
and the National Commission 
for Protection of  Child Rights 
(NCPCR) on July 3 and 4.

Santosh Kumar said the 
NCPCR team was present on 
both days and would submit 
its report to the government. 
Calling the incident unfortu-
nate, Santosh said, “This 
should not have happened, but 

unfortunately, it did.” He add-
ed that the commission has so 
far been able to meet and speak 
to only one parent. The com-
mission has directed the po-
lice to invoke additional legal 
provisions wherever neces-
sary and conduct a compre-
hensive investigation into the 
role of  all those involved.

The KSCPCR is also seeking 
details from the government on 
policy-related issues and said it 
would ensure strict implemen-
tation of  existing regulations 
governing daycare centres. The 
commission will write to the 
government recommending 
measures such as providing 
parents with access to CCTV 
footage through an appropriate 
mechanism, framing new stand-
ard operating procedures 
(SOPs), and ensuring that all 
daycare staff  are adequately 
trained before being employed.

Daycare abuse: Two held, 
KSCPCR orders probe

Failure on all 
counts, says 
children’s body
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  3

KAVITA Ratna, Executive Di-
rector, The Concerned for Work-
ing Children (CWC), cautioned 
against blaming working par-
ents, noting that daycare cen-
tres are a necessity for many 
families. She termed the inci-
dent “a failure on all counts”, 
pointing to the absence of  ro-
bust standards on caregiver 
qualifications, child-to-caregiv-
er ratios and inspections.

She stressed that the ideal ra-
tio should be one caregiver-to-
three infants. She also suggested 
that Indian daycare centres 
should have at least one for eve-
ry six very young children, along 
with regular supervision.

Child rights activist P Lak-
shapathi described the inci-
dent as a “gross violation of  
child rights” and blamed both 
the daycare management and 
the employer for negligence. 
He said police verification of  
caregivers, as mandated un-
der the Department of  Women 
and Child Development guide-
lines, should be compulsory 
before appointments and 
called for strict action against 
both the alleged abuser and 
the principal employer.

Another child rights activ-
ist, Nagasimha G Rao, said 
daycare centres must remain 
places of  safety, care and affec-
tion. He called for mandatory 
child protection policies, staff  
background verification, regu-
lar inspections, grievance re-
dressal systems and compul-
sory child rights training for 
all daycare staff. He also urged 
parents to verify the creden-
tials of  daycare personnel be-
fore enrolling their children.

The activists urged the state 
to review the minimum stand-
ards and code of  conduct for 
daycare centres and take strin-
gent action against violations.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

UNMASKED AMBITION
Members of Karnataka State Dalit Sangharsha Samithi address the press wearing masks of former minister and Chamarajpet MLA 
BZ Zameer Ahmed Khan, demanding that he be inducted into Karnataka cabinet, in Bengaluru on Saturday | SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA

NOTICE INVITING BID
Bids for water supply works under AMRUT 2.0 are invited from interested bidders.  
Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in  
and http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in website detail are following:-

NIT. NO. Name of work Estimated  
Cost

Date & time for 
online submission 

of tender

04/2026 
-27

Water Supply Scheme for Augmentation and 
rehabilitation of UWSS Anta, District Baran 
including 05 years O&M after 01 year Defect 
Liability Period under AMRUT 2.0
UBN NO. PHE2627WL0B02177

Rs. 553.94 
Lakh

From 19.06.2026, 
05.00 PM  

to  
08.07.2026 upto 

06.00 PM

05/2026 
-27

Water Supply Scheme for Augmentation and 
rehabilitation of UWSS Mangrol, District 
Baran including 05 years O&M after 01 year 
Defect Liability Period under AMRUT 2.0
UBN NO. PHE2627WL0B02179

Rs. 691.77 
Lakh

06/2026 
-27

Water Supply Scheme for Augmentation and 
rehabilitation of UWSS Atru, District Baran 
including 05 years O&M after 01 year Defect 
Liability Period under AMRUT 2.0 
UBN NO. PHE2627WS0B02180

Rs. 488.05 
Lakh

Sd/- (Alok Kumar Gupta)  
Superintending Engineer  

PHED, Circle Baran

Office of The Superintending Engineer, 
PHED, Circle Baran

Email: SECIRCLE.BAR.PHED@RAJASTHAN.GOV.IN

DIPR/C/11347/2026


