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Trump asked Fifa chief to ‘review’ US red card

When politics invaded the WC pitch

Reuters
et bersagehing ustanti mes.com

WASHINGTOM: FIFA President
Gianni Infantino defended workd
foothall’s disciplinary process on
Monday amid an international
wave of criticlsm after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump praksed FIFA's
decision to suspend Fotarin Balo-
gun's World Cup red-card ban, and
a5 the controversy spilled over into
palirics.

Infantino sald FIFA's judictal
bodies operated “independently
and awtonomowshy”™ and that he
had tobd Trumip the Balogun case
was subiject to a legal process.

His remarks came even as
Trump described the decision to
reinstate the US siriker as “bril-
Eant” after personally urging FIFA
o review the case.

The affair has become the towr-
nament’s biggest controversy,
drawing condemnation from
European foothall body UEFA,
which said FIFA had “crossed a
red line”, the Royal Belgian Foot-
hall Association (RBFA), several
national federations, senior
coaches, offickals and polidcians.

Critics argued FIFA had under-
mined confidence in s owm disd-

plinsary system.

[t also prompeed the Bebgtans,
wiho play the US later on Monday
for a place in the quarter-finalks, to
challenge Balogun's eligibdliny for
the match, but FIFA rejected their
appeal. The player was sent off for
a tackle during the US win over
Bosnia and Hersegoving, a pumdsh-
mient that uswally carries an auto-
matic one-match ban

“He {Balogunj didn’t do any-

thing wrong and he Is our best
player,” Trumgp told reparters at
thie Orval Office on Mionday. “When
they take your best player and say
“Yious can't play’ it's very unfadr.”

“I think they made a really bril-
liant dectsicn.” he said. " asked for
areview. Ifithey would mot allow a
top player to play | think it (the
Wiorld Cup) would have had a big
stain. [ related that feeling ™

Trump also guestioned the
quality of refereeing by Brazil's
Raphad Claws, who had sent Balo-
gun off, saying he was “a little bit
suspect if you check his past.” He
did not elaborate. Infanting later
confirmed the call but said he told
Trurmp thet FIFA's judicial bodies
operabed independenthy.

“During our conversation |
explained that there was a legal
process involving FIFA's inde-
pendent judictal bodies and that
the case would be decided in due
course by the competent bodies,”
Infantino sakd in a statement.
“That is how FIFA's system warks,
and it is a prl.m:l]:de that I wdll
abways

For UEFA, the decision to sus-
pend the ban was wrong.

“We express our disbelief at
such an unprecedented, incom-
prehensible and unjustfiable doc-
sion,” UEFA said. “Yesterday's
derision_ crossed 2 red line. When
the certainty of neles is no longer
suarantesd by its guardians, the
integrity of the game is at stake
amd the credibillity of & competiton
s undermimed "

The Hoyal Belgian Foothall
Association challenged FIFA'S
decision to declare
bde to play on Monday, but FIFA

'The H.Fa Appeal Committes
hias renidered a request submitted
by the Hoyal Belgian Foothall
Association (REFA) as insdmissi-
blie." FIFA =aid in a statement.

“The request was rendered
inadmissible on the groumsds that
the RBFA is not a party to the pro-
ceedings and, as such, has no
standing to appeal the decision.”

The Brazilian FA (CEF) also
joined the chorus of criticism,
rejecting any suggestion regarding
the quakity of (haus” referesing,

The high-profile critécism also
echoed that from big names in the
St

“This is our spont, ot theirs,”
said former Liverpool manager
Juergen Elopp, who is in talks to
become the new Germany coach.
“If Donald Tromp and Gianmnd
Infantino really sorted this ouwt
between themselves, it s madness;
it calls everything into question.
These two people, who kmow
nothing about feothall, shoukd
hiave ahsobutely nothing to dowith
this"

Even former FIFA President
Sepp Blatter, who stepped down
im 2015 amdd corruption allega-
thons, peined the eriticism.

“Red cards are not overturmed
by poditical phone calls. They are
overturned by rules, evidence
and independent bodies.” he
sajd. “If a US President inter-
venes with the FIFA President —
and a player is suddenly cleared
before a World Cup knockout
match — the guestion is una-
violdable: Quovadis, FIFA? Foot-
ball must never become a play-
ground for political power.”

THE HAND OF

MUSSOLINI

Mussolini's Fascist regime exploited the
finals “EI.FGI sted, casting foothall as

“the mew

ian". He visited referses’

ro0ams Enannoanced. ltaly won, though
the officiating drew suspicion. “This

towrnament was organised by
Muassolini, not by FIFA,” said FIFA
president Jules Rimet.

GARRINCHA'S REPRIEVE

- Garrincha

HITLER IN
THE SIDE

Im France, Mussolini faced Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler.

Germamny had annexed Austria that March, absorbing
the talented “Wanderteam”. It lost 4-2 to Switzerand

in the first rownd. faly prevailed again, in back shirts
modelbed on Mussolini's militia. On the final's eve,
Mussolini told his team: "Win or die.” They beat
Hungary 4-1. "1 conceded four goals, but saved their
lives.” said keeper Antal Szabo.

Braril forward Garrincha was sent off
im the semi-final against hosts Chile
for kicking an opponent. Red cards
carried no autnmatic suspensions
then, and FIFA's disciplinary
cxmimittee ket him off with a warning

after lobbying: Chile's president Jorge
Alessandri backed a petition, and
Peru's reportedly telephoned the
referee. Garrincha played the final,
which Brazil won 3-1 for a second
straight tithe.

JUNTAS IN
ARMS?

Argentina hosted during the junta’s
“Dirty War”. FIFA, rum by Brazilian loao
Hawelange, dismissed objections to the
regime staging the event. Needing to

beat Peru, also run by a dictator, by four
goals to reach the fimal, the hosts won

&-0, prompting whispers of a deal
between the two jumtas. "Everything, even
the air, is in favour of Argentina,” Hungary
coach Lajos Baroti said ahead of the cup.
Argentina beat the Metherlands in the final.

THE
WHISTLEBLOWER

Trailing 3-1to France in a growp match,
Kuwait stopped playing when Alain
fuiresse scored, claiming a whistle.
Huwaiti Ohympic (ommittee president
Sheikh Fahad Al-Ahmed Al-laber
Al-5%abah walked onto the pitch and told
Soviet referee Myroslav Stupar to cancel
the goal. Stupar agreed, but Framce
added a fourth mear the end. The sheikh
was shot dead by Iragi troops during
Iraqs 1990 imvasion.

Apple brings back
card payments for
app store accounts

Vishal Mathur

letiers@hindustan times com

MEW DELHI: After a gap of nearly
five years, Apple has re-enabled
credit and dehit card payments
for App Store purchases and
subscriptions in India after com-
plying with the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) card tokenisation
TN,

For now, Visa and Mastercard
credit and dehit cards can be
added as a payment method o
add funds to an Apple Account
willet, which can then be wsed tio
ey for app purchases and recur-
ring subscriptdons such as
iCloud=. To be sure, direct App
Setore purchases using cards are
siill not supported and must be
routed through the Apple
Account wallet

The rollowut is being done in
phases and ks expected to reach all
Apple accounts in the coming
days UPl-based top-ups continue
o be avalable. Support for RuPay
cards is expected in the coming
weeks, acoording to people Eamidl-
iar with the matter.

Apple had discontnued card
payments in India afier the RB1
tighteeed payment security and
data localisation requirements.
Under the tokenisation frame-
work, merchants must replace
actual card details with a unique

encrypted token instead of storing
card numbers of expiry details,

FOR NOW, VISA
AND MASTERCARD
CREDIT AND DEBIT
CARDS CAN BE
ADDED AS PAYMENT
METHOD TO ADD
FUNDS TO APPLE
ACCOUNT WALLET

miaking digital iransactons more
secure. The restored support
MIEANS USETS CAn (e again wse
cards to seamlessly fund App
Store purchases and recurring
subscriptions without relying
solely on Ul or gift cand balances.

The mowe, however, does nat
signal the laumnch of Apple Pay in
India. Apple Pay is the company's
contactless payment service that
allows users to make in-store amd
oniling purchases using their devi-
ces. Recurring subscriptions will
continue to operate umder the
REl's e-mandate framework
Users must awthenticate the ini-
tial registration with a one-time
passward (OTF), while recurring
paymenis within KBl-prescribed
linnits are processed sutomatically
after banls ksue advance transac-
tion aleris.

Adding a card 1o an Apple
Acooumit also requires OTP-based
authentication, and the saved
card can be removed at any time.

{ FROM PAGE 1}
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(EMS) and the Unlawful Activi-
ties Prevention Act. “NLA has
also imvoked the penal section

Prayers, celebrations mark
Dalai Lama’s 91st birthday

{ STRATEGIC SIGNALLING }

China conducts rare submarine-launched
ballistic missile test, sparks regional alarm

agalnst the accused for waging i

e i Votie i I Aszhig Hussain & Dar Owvais

conspiracy from across the bor- | '#terchd @hinductantimes com fro—————T— about China's increasing military  tute's Center for China Analysis,
der in the charge sheet,” the | SRIMAGARDHARAMSHALA activity and wurged Beljing o said the Baunch was the first pub-
agency said. Thousands of people joined T L —_ “rethink” its missile testing sothat ~ licly acknowledged test with a

The investigations, NIA sald, | Tibetan spiritual leader, Dalai BAMGKOEK: China's mavy test- the projectiles would not fly over  dummy warhead From a nuclear-
are still continuing to unravel | Lama, to celebrate his 9lst launched a long-range ballistic Japan or pose other security risks.  powered ballistic missile subma-
the cormplete conspiracy by Pak- | birthday in Leh on Monday missile Monday from one of its “China's military activities, com-  rineof the Chinese navy to travel
istan, which has been actively | evenas people across the coun- nuckear-powered submarines in bimied wiith its lack of ranspar-  this farinto the Pacific.
sponsoring terrorism on Indian | oy and abroad greeted the spir- the Sowth Pacific, a rare act that ency, have become a grave con- Morris said it s noteworthy
soil from across the border. tual leader. drew protests and concern from cern for Japan and the interna-  that the information available

I ft= first charge sheet fled in Born on July 6, 1935, in the couniries in the region. tional society,” Chief Cabinet shows Japan, New Zealand and
December, NIA named three | Takiser village in Tsongkha ares The missile carrbed a dummy Secretary Minoru Kihara sakd in - Anstralia recebved notifications in
Pakistani terrorists who shot the | of eastern Tibet in Domey proyv- warhead, according to the offi- Japan, citing Beifing's military  advance, but not the US. China
tourists at Balsaran, Faisal Jatt | ince, and named in his child- clal Xinhua News Agency. China activities around Japan and its  maintains a “no first use” of
alias Suleman, Habeeb Tahir | hood as Lhamo Dhondup, the last conducted a missile test in - The missile’s launch increased military spending. nuclear weapons policy, but s
alias Jibran Bhal and Hamza | l4th Dalad Lama was recognised the Pacific two years ago, Aring Beijing brushed off the crit-  also actively pursulng nuclear
Afghani {who were later killed | as the reincarnation of his pre- an intercontnental ballisdc mis-  concemnsabout this wpe of activ-  clsme “We hope that the relevant  technology and weaponry as pant
during Operation Mahadew in | decessorat the age of two. sile with a dummy warhead, the iy, China carried out the test munmwﬂla'.md aowerinterpre-  of its bong-termn strategy to mod-
July 2025), The Reststance Fromt He became the 14th reincar- 1 first since 1980, within hours of informing us," tation,” a Ministry of Forelgn  ernize the People’s Liberaton
(TRF) leader Sajid Saiffullah Jatt | nation of the Dalal Lama in : The 2024 launch mirrored the  Foredgn Minister Winston Peters — Affadrs spokesperson said. Army. China has a fleet of six bal-
aka Langda, two locals, Bashir | 1940, In accordance with  Tibetan Spiritual leader l.hEl-ilh Dialai Lama during an event in testing the United States con-  told The AP ina statement. Thecontern saresubliofalacdk  listic-misslle submarines and 5%
Ahmad Jothatd and his nephew | ancient custom, His Holiness  Leh on Monday. wasEEMANDRARUHT | ducts for its own ballistic missile The laumch took place the same  of clear Information, sald Drew  nuclear-powered attack subma-
Parvaiz Ahmad (arrested in June | forfeited his name Lhamo fleet, which experts viewed asan  day Australia and Fijl signed a3  Thompson, sendor fellowat the5.  rines, according to the MNuclear
kast year) and LeT/THF. Thondup and assumed a new  been in Ladakh since June 8. compassion,” he sald. assertion of China’s growing new mumal defense reaty meant  Rajaramam School of Interna- — Threat Initkative, a Washington-

NIA has concluded in its | name, Jamphel Ngawang Lob- As the Dalai Lama arrived at SUpErpowWer siaius o counter Chinese influence in  thonal Snedies at Mamvang Techne-  based think tank In its latest
probe that the Aprl 22, M5 ter- | sang Yeshe Tenzin Gyatso. the teaching ground, people Celebrations held Monday's launch, at I pm.  the Pacific. “Australia has been  logical University in Singapore:  report to Congress on China's mil-
ror attack “involved religion- In 1959, the Dalai Lama, then  and monks jostled to get a  in Dharamshala local ime, was part of routine  dear with China that we regard  “China's military modernization Ity capabilities, refeased in late
based targeted killings by the | 23-vear-old Tenzin Gyatso, fled glimpse of the leader and The Central Tibetan Adminis- | anmual training, complied with  thisas destabilizing to the reglon,”  and budldup have ooourred with- 3025, the Pentagomn sadd China had
Pak-sponsored terrorists”. to India with thousands of recelve blessings from him. As  tration (CTA) and exiled Tibet- | international law and practice  Australia’s Forelgn Minister  oufconourrent increases inopen-  an estimated stockpile of around

In its first charge sheet, | Tibetans following a failed amarkof respect, musical trib-  ans in Dharamshala celebrated | and was not directed againstany  Penny Wong todd reportersinFiji  mess and transparency, resulting 600 nuclkear warheads in 2024,
reporied in detall by HT on May | uprising against Mao Zedong’s  utes and happy birthday mes-  the Slst birthday of the Dalal | country or target, accordingtoa  In response to the test. in uncertainty about China's adding that the PLA remains on
2 NIA stated that Sajid Saifful- | Communist rule, which gained  sages echoed in the air. The Lama at Tsuglagkhang temple | short statement from Xinhuoa, Japan’s Defense Minisory ina  intentions " Lyle Morris, asenior  track to field more thamn 100
bah Jatt shared the co-ordinates | comtrol of Tiket in 1950, He later  Dalai Lama appeared ower-  atMoleodgan|, where hundreds | which was reposted by the Min-  statement expressed concern  fellow at Asia Soclety Policy Inst- — nuclear warheads by 2030,
af the Baksaran meadow with the | arrived in Dharamshala in 1960. whelmed with people’s of Tihetans, incloding monks, | istry of Defense.
attackers and that one of the People from acrossthe coun- response on his birthday. nuns, school students, and sup- Beljing's militarization has
terrorists involved was alsopart | try, including Prime Minister “Many years ago, Mao Zedong  porters gathered. drawn concerns, and Australia, mﬁﬂ MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.
of a terror strike on the Srinagar- | Narendra Modi, greeted the InChina tobld me that religion s The Kashag (cabinet) of CTA, | Japan and New Zealand criti- uuw_m“m“ H—-hmm
Leh highway in October 2024. Dalai Lama on his birthday. opium or poison. In reality, initsstotermenton Datal Lama's | clzed the launch.

The first charge sheet also | “Warm birthday greetings to  however, religion is not just  birthday, raised concerns owver The New Zealand uf o, - PO RSO Proc (S ES/MIB 20/ 026 1241 i - Dated - O2f07/2028
revealed that the three terrorists | His Holiness the Dalai Lama. simply a matter of worshipping  the intensified efforts by Chi- | said it was informed hours Notice Inviting E-Bids _
involved sat outside the Baksaran | His message of peace and har-  gods or performing rituals but - nese government to assimdlate | beforehand and noted that the £ itemName/ Ref Mo UBN Estimated |  Last Time &
meadow and had lunch before | mony has been a guiding force it §s about transforming one’s  non-Chinese nationalities under | missile was fired into the South Mo Description Value fis. | Lastdate for
launching their attack, and | for people across theworld. His  own mind,” he said. its rule into singular Chinese | Pacific Mudear Free Zone. inCrore | bid submission
indulged in celebratory firing | moral and spiritual strength He acknowledged the pres- national identity. The zone was established by 1 | Surgcal & Suture EO2 (225 RMSCL MEC 26 TGL R 0 167 | 1607 2006 upto
after it. and his commitment to global  ence of people apart from the The Tibetan Parliament-in- | the M86 Treaty of Rarotonga, [ Proc /SRS MIE-20/ Crore 06,00 pm

According to the first charge | good are commendable. Wish-  Tibetans-in-exile who had gath-  Exile, requested governments | which prohibits nuclear weapons 20061231 Diated - 0107 2026
sheet ., data retrieved from | ing him along and healthy life”  ered to offer prayers for hislong  and parliaments across the | theoughout the region China rat- [Erammeicmne Tirectar Frotmeme]|
mwo phones recovered from the | sald PM Modi on X life. “Today, even in China, world, the relevant sections of | fied the protocols in BNV, pledging
terrorists revealed “chats with From early moming, people  there is growing interest in Bud-  the United Mations, to legally | not to test nuclear weapons
Sajid Jamt giving directions to | gathered at Shewatsal Teaching  dhism as it is spreading. Like- review the so-called Law on | withinthe zone or thresten to wse m'ﬁmﬂﬂﬂ uﬁnmmﬁn WWHW
them ... and screen shots of | Ground in Leh to greet and cele-  wise, in many parts of the Promoting Ethnic Unity and | them against simnatories with ter- Ll ol o
Alpine Quest app showing co-or- | brate the birthday of the Bud-  world, people are drawn to the  Progress of the People’s Repub- | ritory in the region. Tt appears mniﬂmﬁllm (W) || TR ey we e () mmm (W)
dinates of locations near Bai- | dhist spiritual leader. He has  (Buddha's) teachings of loveand  lic of China with urgency. that despite our long-standing | 181, Rers sve, sl vez, moms| (154, Bedie o, stad wee, mues |18, Ve s, vl vz, ross
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