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Roing

Dilbrugarh

towards snow-capped Himalay-
an peaks while the crystal-clear 
Dri and Mathun rivers cut 
through the landscape with re-
markable force. During the cool-
er months, low clouds drift 
through the mountains, creat-

ing ever-changing 
views that feel 

worlds away 
from the bus-

tling cities 
of  main-
l a n d 
India.

O n e 
o f  t h e 
region’s 
greatest 
draws is 

the Seven 
Lakes Trek, 

an increas-
ingly sought-

after route among 
experienced trekkers. 

The multi-day trek climbs to 
elevations above 4,000 metres, 
leading hikers through alpine 
meadows, high mountain pass-
es and a chain of  seven glacial 
lakes hidden deep within the 
Himalayas. The trek is physi-
cally demanding and best suited 
to those with prior high-altitude 
trekking experience, but the re-
mote setting and spectacular 
mountain scenery have 

helped establish it as one of  the 
country’s finest offbeat trekking 
experiences.

Travellers looking for a slow-
er pace can spend their days ex-
ploring the Dri and Mathun val-
leys. Short excursions reveal 
landscapes that remain largely 
untouched by tourism. Chigu 
Camp, set beside the river and 
framed by towering mountains, 
offers a peaceful base for camp-
ing and photography, while 
Acheso Village provides a 
glimpse into the life of  one of  
Arunachal Pradesh’s most re-
mote settlements. With limited 
infrastructure and few visitors,  
these areas retain a sense of   
tranquillity that is becoming  
increasingly rare in popular  
mountain destinations.

Anini is also the homeland of  
the Idu Mishmi community, one 
of  Arunachal Pradesh’s indige-
nous tribes. Their traditional 
way of  life remains closely con-
nected to the forests and moun-
tains that surround them. Visi-
tors have the opportunity to 
learn about their distinctive 
customs, animistic beliefs, tra-
ditional stilt houses and rich 
cultural heritage through re-
spectful interactions with local 
communities. Community-run 

homestays also provide 
an opportunity to 

experience local hospitality 
while contributing directly to 
the region’s economy. Accom-
modation throughout Anini is 
intentionally simple. Rather 

than luxury resorts, visitors 
can expect locally run home-
stays, guesthouses and govern-
ment circuit houses that priori-
tise comfort over extravagance. 

The limited tourism infrastruc-
ture is part of  the destination’s 
appeal, allowing the landscape 
and local culture to remain the 
focus of  the journey. Travellers 

should also prepare for limited 
connectivity. Mobile networks 
are intermittent and internet 
access can be unreliable across 
much of  the district. While this 
may require some planning, 
many visitors find that the lack 
of  constant digital access be-
comes an unexpected highlight, 
encouraging them to fully im-
merse themselves in the sur-
rounding wilderness.

Careful preparation is essen-
tial before visiting. As Aru-
nachal Pradesh is a protected 
border state, Indian citizens 
must obtain an Inner Line Per-
mit before entering, while for-
eign nationals require a Pro-
tected Area Permit in accordance 
with government regulations. 
The best time to visit is between 
October and April, when clear 
skies, pleasant daytime temper-
atures and good visibility show-
case the valley at its finest. Al-
t h o u g h  A n i n i  r e q u i r e s 
considerably more effort to 
reach than many Himalayan 
destinations, those willing to 
undertake the journey are re-
warded with one of  India’s last 
truly untouched mountain 
frontiers.

S R U S H T I  K U L K A R N I

W
HEN the monsoon arrives, most 
travellers head for misty hill sta-
tions and overflowing waterfalls, 
yet some of  India’s most rewarding 
rainy-season experiences unfold in 

destinations where history, architecture 
and local culture are transformed by the 
changing weather. From ancient fortress-
es to heritage towns, these places reveal 
a different side of  the monsoon beyond 
the usual scenic escapes.

Perched on the Vindhya Range in Mad-
hya Pradesh, Mandu undergoes one of  
the country’s most striking seasonal 
transformations. Once the monsoon cap-
ital of  the Malwa Sultanate, the fortified 
city comes alive as rainwater replenishes 
its lakes and reservoirs. Architectural 
landmarks such as the Jahaz Mahal, de-
signed to appear like a ship floating be-
tween two water bodies, become even 
more spectacular against dark monsoon 
skies. The surrounding plateau turns a 
vibrant green, offering visitors an oppor-
tunity to explore palaces, pavilions and 
gateways in far cooler conditions than 
the scorching summer months.

In West Bengal, Bishnupur offers a 
monsoon experience rooted in art and 
heritage. Renowned for its 17th and 18th-
century terracotta temples built by the 
Malla rulers, the town takes on richer 
hues after the rains. The laterite clay 
darkens into a deep burnt orange while 
freshly washed temple walls bring intri-
cate carvings inspired by the Mahabhar-
ata, Ramayana and scenes from everyday 
life into sharper relief. Beyond its tem-
ples, Bishnupur is equally known for its 
baluchari silk weaving tradition and ter-
racotta craftsmanship, allowing visitors 
to combine heritage walks with artisan 
workshops.

Rajasthan may not be the first destina-
tion associated with the rainy season, 
but Bundi proves otherwise. Set within 
the Aravalli hills, this historic town is 
celebrated for its network of  stepwells, or 
baoris, many of  which fill with rainwa-
ter during the monsoon. Taragarh Fort 
overlooks clusters of  blue-painted hous-
es while Bundi Palace showcases remark-
able murals, including paintings inspired 
by the Barahmasa tradition that cele-
brates the changing seasons. As Nawal 
Sagar and Jait Sagar lakes brim with 
r a i n w a t e r,  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f   
t e m p l e s  a n d  p a l a c e  w a l l s  
create a distinctive atmosphere rarely ex-
perienced during the drier months.

Further south, Chettinad in Tamil 
Nadu offers an altogether different mon-
soon retreat. Spread across a collection of  
heritage villages, the region is known for 
the grand mansions of  the Nattukottai 
Chettiar community, built using materi-
als such as Burmese teak, Italian marble 
and Belgian glass. Cooler temperatures 
make it an ideal time to explore these ar-
chitectural treasures on foot before set-
tling down to savour authentic Chettinad 
cuisine. The rains temper the region’s 
usual heat, making its bold, spice-rich 
dishes and leisurely heritage experiences 
all the more enjoyable.

Monsoon 
reimagined
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Welcomhotel by ITC Hotels, 
Denzong Regency, Gangtok, 
sprawling across 10 acres is 
the perfect rainy getaway 

Awadhi-inspired Eternity, 
Kanpur – IHCL SeleQtions  
in Baikunthpur comes alive 
during the monsoon season

KOCHI12 09�07�2026THURSDAY

Swap crowded hill stations for 
heritage towns and historic 
landscapes that are 
transformed by  
the rains…

A still  from the film

Average Elevation
1,800m – 4,500m

Winter Temperature
-5°C to 10°C

Major Rivers
Dri, Mathun

Local Tribe
Idu Mishmi

Best Activities
Trekking, Camping, 

Photography, Culture

Nearest Airport
Dibrugarh (Assam)

S R U S H T I   K U L K A R N I

I
F YOUR IDEA of  an 
unforgettable journey 
involves swapping 
busy hill stations for 
untouched wilderness, 
few places in India are 
as rewarding as Anini. 
Tucked away in the re-
mote Dibang Valley 

district of  Arunachal Pradesh, 
this little-known destination of-
fers an experience that feels 
closer to an expedition rather 
than a conventional holiday. 
Surrounded by towering moun-
tains, dense pine forests and 
glacial rivers, Anini remains 
one of  the country’s least ex-
plored Himalayan regions, mak-
ing it ideal for travellers who 
value pristine landscapes over  
tourist attractions.

The journey itself  sets the 
tone for the adventure. Most 
travellers begin by fly-
ing into Dibrugarh 
in Assam before 
driving to Ro-
ing, the gate-
way to the 
Dibang Val-
ley. From 
here, the 
r o u t e 
climbs over 
the scenic 
M a y o d i a 
Pass, which 
often receives 
snowfall dur-
ing winter, before 
descending into one 
of  India’s most isolated 
districts — Dibang Valley. The 
winding mountain roads de-
mand patience and careful plan-
ning, particularly during ad-
verse weather, but the dramatic 
scenery along the way makes 
every  mile worthwhile.

Once you arrive, it becomes 
evident why Anini has earned a 
reputation among seasoned ex-
plorers. Rolling green valleys 
covered with pine forests stretch 

Locals of Anini Camping at Anini

How to 
reach

QUICK FACTS

Bishnupur

The Odisha State Co-operative Milk  
Producers’ Federation Limited 
D-2, Sahid Nagar , Bhubaneswar-751007, PH NO. :0674-2546030, 
2540273, 2540417, 2540974, E-mail ID: omfed@yahoo.com 

E-TENDER
6001/68/2627:   OMFED invites reputed registered and experienced Labour Con-
tractors for engagement as Labour Contractor to perform different works on Job 
basis & Mandays basis at Omfed Salapada Dairy, Salapada, Anandpur, Keonjhar. 
The e-tender is invited on-line through ‘e’-procurement of Govt. of Odisha web 
Portal h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in and h�p://www.omfed.com. The Bid docu-
ments will be available in the website: h�ps://tendersodisha.gov.in from 10.00 
AM of 09.07.2026 to 01.00 PM of 29.07.2026. The Technical Bid shall be opened 
at 3.00 P.M. of 30.07.2026 at OMFED Corporate office in the presence of the 
interested bidders. The Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all the bid document or part thereof without assigning any reason.

OIPR-6001/6063/1/26-27/0038  Sd/- Managing Director

www.omfed.com


