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FREEZING OF TRINAMOOL’S 3 ACCOUNTS

IANS 
KOLKATA 

A single judge bench of the 
Calcutta High Court, on 
Thursday, after hearing the 
petition from the Mamata Ba-
nerjee-led Trinamool Con-
gress challenging the 
freezing of its three bank ac-
counts held with a private 
bank, directed the authorities 
of the said bank to file a de-
tailed affidavit citing all de-
tails of the accounts.  

At the same time, the 
single judge bench of Justice 
Saugata Bhattacharya also di-
rected the police, under 
whose instructions the bank 
authorities have imposed 
debit restrictions on these 
three bank accounts, to sub-
mit a progress report on the 
investigation into the matter. 

However, the bench refused 
to give any order on the Trina-
mool Congress's petition seek-
ing withdrawal of debit 
restrictions on these bank ac-

counts, which means that 
debit transactions from these 
three accounts will remain in-
operative for the time being 
and until further orders. 

Justice Bhattacharya di-
rected the bank authorities to 
submit the affidavit by July 7 
and also directed the police to 
submit a report in the matter 
by the same date. 

Earlier this month, the 
authorities of the private sec-
tor commercial bank chose to 
freeze the accounts following 
an instruction from the police. 

The police directed the 
bank authorities to freeze 
these bank accounts following 
two developments. First, the 
former treasurer and ex-Min-
ister Aroop Biswas, who cur-
rently belongs to the “rebel but 
majority faction” in the party 
led by expelled Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee, wrote a letter to the 
bank authorities requesting 
the freezing of the three bank 
accounts over apprehension of 
fund misappropriation. 

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar 
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Former union minister and 
Congress MP Manish Tiwari 
on Thursday created a 
flutter when following ap-
pointment of new working 
presidents and poll panels 
for Punjab, he wrote in a so-
cial media post that “Wish I 
had an antidote for the inse-
curities of individuals and 
institutions!” 

Tiwari, who is known to 
have grown apart from the 
Gandhi family, also wrote a 
couplet which said in Hindi, 
“Hai bada koi avgun usmay, 
jisay koi hunar aaway” (There 
has to be a shortcoming in 
someone who is talented”. He 
also specifically mentioned 
that he had been left in the 
cold as Congress appoints new 
working presidents, poll pa-
nels for Punjab”. 

Tiwari also wrote “que sera 
sera, whatever will be will be..” 
even as he simultaneously 
thanked the Congress for hav-
ing given him “enough” over 
the past 45 years. 

The BJP reacted quickly 
with its national spokesper-
son Shehzad Poonawalla ter-
ming Tiwari’s expressions as 
a sign of growing rifts within 
the Congress which was in a 
“tukde, tukde” mode. 

Poonawalla said this was 
another example of “Con-
gress versus Congress” and 
cited how there have been 
some prominent fights in the 
open, namely between 
Gehlot and Pilot in Rajas-
than, D.K. Shivakumar and 
Siddaramaiah in Karnataka 
and now between Tiwari 
and the Congress itself. “No-
body thinks Rahul Gandhi is 
their leader,” the BJP leader 
quipped.
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