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Kin of 9-yr-old allege medical negligence by Koz MCH
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kozhikode 

THE family of  a nine-year-old 
boy has accused Kozhikode 
Government Medical College 
of  medical negligence, alleging 
that the child was sent home 
without proper examination de-
spite suffering from severe ab-
dominal pain. The allegations 
have been raised against the 
Mother and Child Care Centre 
attached to the medical 
college.

According to the family, the 
boy was taken to the hospital 
after he developed intense stom-
ach pain and difficulty walking. 
However, they claim that doc-
tors prescribed medication for 
gastric discomfort and dis-
charged him without conduct-
ing detailed investigations or 
admitting him for observation.

“The pain was so severe that 
our son could barely walk. We 
repeatedly requested the doc-
tors to admit him and conduct 
further tests, but nobody took 

the situation seriously,” the par-
ents said.

The family further claimed 
that they had specifically re-
quested a CT scan, fearing that 
the child’s condition could be 
more serious than ordinary 
stomach discomfort. “We kept 
telling them that the pain was 
unusual and worsening. We 
asked for a scan, but it was not 
done. We were simply given tab-
lets and asked to go home,” said 
parents.

When the child’s condition 

failed to improve, the family 
sought a second medical opin-
ion the following day. A scan 
conducted at another health-
care facility reportedly revealed 
that the boy’s appendix had 
ruptured, leading to an infec-

tion in his abdomen.
Following the diagnosis, the 

child was admitted to a private 
hospital in Koduvally, where he 
underwent surgery the next 
day. Doctors there reportedly 
confirmed that the appendix 
had burst and required immedi-
ate surgical intervention.

“We were shocked when we 
learned that it was a ruptured 
appendix. If  proper tests had 
been done earlier, our child 
could have received timely 
treatment and avoided further 

complications,” said the par-
ents. The family has submitted 
a formal complaint to the medi-
cal college police station seek-
ing an inquiry into the incident. 
The police have confirmed re-
ceipt of  the complaint and stat-
ed that an investigation was 
underway.

The family has also decided 
to submit complaints to the 
chief  minister and health min-
ister, demanding accountabili-
ty and action if  lapses in treat-
ment are found.

GIANT LEAP
A Malabar giant squirrel leaping from a high tree branch to another nearby.  

A scene near Sarovaram Bio Park in Kozhikode |  VINCENT PULICKAL

‘Child was sent home without proper examination despite severe abdominal pain, later underwent emergency surgery for ruptured appendix’

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Man arrested with 
MDMA; car seized
Kozhikode: A 46-year-old man 
was arrested by the City Narcotics 
Cell and Nadakkavu Police on 
Tuesday for allegedly possessing 
and selling MDMA in various parts 
of Kozhikode city. The accused 
has been identified as Salith, 46, 
a resident of Chelavoor. The arrest 
was made during a vehicle 
inspection conducted as part of 
Operation Toofan, the anti-drug 
enforcement drive. Police 
intercepted the accused while he 
was travelling in a car near Kairali 
Medical Shop at Eranhipalam. 
During a search of the vehicle, 
officers recovered 1.55 grams of 
MDMA allegedly concealed in the 
dashboard and intended for sale. 
Police also seized several zip-lock 
covers allegedly used for 
packaging drugs, a glass burner 
believed to be used for consuming 
MDMA, and the car.8-yr-old moves CM for mandatory 

swimming lessons in schools

L I T T L E  W A V E S ,  B I G  M I S S I O N 

L E S L Y  J O S E P H  @Kozhikode    

IN THE wake of  rivers, ponds, and 
pools at tourist centres increasingly 
witnessing tragic child drowning in-
cidents, eight-year-old Rana Fathima 
reached the Legislative Assembly 
and met the Chief  Minister V D 
Satheesan and General Education 
Minister N Samsudheen demanding 
a systemic change to bring down such 
mishaps. 

Turning her deep-rooted love for 
water into a fierce campaign for pub-
lic safety, the young prodigy ap-
proached the ministers demanding 
that swimming training and pools be 
made mandatory across all schools in 
Kerala. Rana, a student at Thottu-
mukkam Government UP School in 
Kozhikode, personally handed over a 
petition to the chief  minister and the 
education minister. 

Reflecting on her clear-cut mission, 
Rana stated, “A swimming pool is 
needed in all schools for young chil-
dren like us to learn swimming. That 
is why I submitted my petition to the 
chief  minister.  They told me, ‘We will 
set everything right.’” Accompanied 
by her family and led by Thiruvam-
bady MLA C K Kasim, Rana also 
watched the day’s legislative debates 
from the visitors’ gallery before se-

curing a direct audience with the 
state’s top leaders.

Rana’s deep-seated passion for wa-
ter is rooted in her own remarkable 
skills. She first captured the spotlight 
at just three years old when a  video 
of  her effortlessly navigating the cur-
rents of  the Thottumukkam Cheru-
puzha river went viral across visual 
and social media platforms.Her skills 
even caught the attention of  promi-
nent political figures like Rahul Gan-
dhi, who praised her talent in 
person. 

Recognising her local  influence, 
the Mukkam Municipality subse-
quently appointed her as the  official 
brand ambassador for their ‘Neen-
thivaa Makkale’ (Come swimming, 
children) public safety project where 
the swimming training sessions are  

conducted for students. The  eldest 
daughter of  Rafeeq Thottumukkam 
and Rifana Rafeeq, Rana has already 
won numerous accolades for her un-
wavering social  commitment. While 
waiting for the government to act, 
she is actively preparing to take mat-
ters into her own hands by personally 
training her school classmates who 
do not yet know swimming.

“Every time we hear news on the 
phone or TV, it’s about children 
drowning in water,” said Ramla Man-
af, Rana’s grandmother and swim-
ming mentor, explaining the motiva-
tion behind the trip. “To prevent 
further drowning deaths, we are do-
ing our part, handing over petitions 
to the  ministers, demanding that 
swimming training be made manda-
tory in all schools.”

Rana Fathima with 
her family meeting CM

Metromed, Medtronic 
partner for hypertension 
care centre
Kozhikode: Metromed International 
Cardiac Centre in Kozhikode, in 
collaboration with healthcare 
technology company Medtronic, 
will set up an Advanced 
Hypertension Management Centre 
focused on the treatment of 
patients with uncontrolled high 
blood pressure. The centre will offer 
renal denervation therapy, a latest 
treatment option for patients 
whose blood pressure remains 
uncontrolled despite medication. 
According to hospital authorities, 
the facility will also focus on 
creating awareness about the risks 
associated with uncontrolled 
hypertension and the importance of 
preventive measures. “Uncontrolled 
blood pressure remains a major 
challenge in cardiovascular care. 
Renal denervation therapy is 
among the latest treatment 
options available for managing 
uncontrolled hypertension,” said Dr 
Mohammad Musthafa, chairman of 
Metromed International  
Cardiac Centre. 

Samastha’s 100th anniv meet tomorrow

A swimming 
pool is needed 
in all schools 
for young 

children like us to learn 
swimming. That is why 
I submitted my petition 
to the chief minister

Rana Fathima

Kozhikode: Marking the milestone of  its 
100th year of  formation, the Samastha 
Kerala Jem-Iyyathul Ulama will host its 
Foundation Day conference at the 
Kozhikode Town Hall on Thursday. The 
conference will be inaugurated by Sa-
mastha general secretary Kanthapuram 
A P Aboobacker Musliyar. E Sulaiman 
Musliyar, organisation president, will 
preside over the event. The organisation 

was officially formed at the same venue 
on June 26, 1926. The centenary celebra-
tions, which began in Kasaragod in De-
cember 2023, will culminate in a four-day 
valedictory convention from January 28 
to 31 at Wadi Haramain in Malappuram.
Scholars Sayyid Ibrahimul Khaleel Al 
Bukhari, Perode Abdurahman Saqafi, 
and Dr Muhammad Abdul Hakeem 
Azhari will deliver keynote addresses.

We kept telling them that 
the pain was unusual and 
worsening. We asked for a 
scan, but it was not done. 

We were simply given tablets and 
asked to go home

Parents

BJP KERALAM @BJP4Keralam
The legendary actor of Malayalam cinema, Shri Mammootty, has received the Padma Bhushan, one of India’s highest civilian 
honors. Through his unparalleled acting career spanning over five decades, he has won the hearts of audiences in more than four 
hundred films across various languages. Beyond being an exceptional actor, he actively participates in numerous social service 
initiatives and charitable projects. This is a well-deserved recognition of his contributions to the field of arts and to society.
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File no. 4473 Date: 10/06/2026
NOTICE INVITING E-BID1/2026-27

   e-Bids for selection of Handling and Transportation of Food grains Under PDS from FCI 
Depot in distt. Kotputli-behror are invited from interested bidders up to 30-06-2026 other 
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal. 

http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.food.rajasthan.gov.in  
of the state, The approximate value of the procurement is 2,75,00,000/- for one year.

UBN NO. : FCC2627SLOB00062
NIB NO. : FCC2627A0057
DIPR/C/10682/2026

DISTRICT SUPPLY OFFICER, KOTPUTLI�BEHROR 
NAGAR PARISAD, KOTPUTLI

E-mail id: dsofood-beh.ktp.rj@gov.in   Tel No. ------------

Sd/-  
District Supply officer 

Kotputli-behror

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Medical Superintendent & Head of Department, AGMC & GBP 
Hospital, Agartala invites e-Tender from Original Equipment 
Manufacturers/Authorized Dealer for Procurement of Equipments 
& Instrument for use in Department of Neurosurgery AGMC & 
GBP Hospital, Agartala, West Tripura, subject to certain terms & 
conditions through E-Procurement website of Government of Tripura,  
https://tripuratenders.gov.in (NIT also should publish in AGMC 
website www.agmc.ac.in). The Tender fee (non-refundable) and 
Earnest money Deposit (Refundable) are to be paid electronically  
over the online payment facility provided in the portal, any time before 
bid submission end date using either of the supported payment modes 
like net banking / debit card / credit card. Last date of submission is  
up to 10/07/2026
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website http://tripuratenders.gov.in
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website.                                                             Sd/-
Medical Superintendent (H.O.D.)
AGMC & GBP Hospital, Agartala.ICA/C/907/26


