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14 killed 
after bus collides with truck in  
remote area of northern Uganda
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TEHRAN

US President Donald Trump 
said the United States would hit 
Iran “hard” on Wednesday as he 
deemed their ceasefire over af-
ter fighting flared, but he left the 
door open to more talks.

Efforts to end the West Asia 
war have taken a hit following 
the fighting sparked by Iranian 
attacks on ships in the vital 
Strait of  Hormuz.

The strategic shipping route 
remains a flashpoint in the con-
flict, which began in late Febru-
ary with massive US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

Tehran insists on controlling 
the waterway, saying it will 
charge fees for passage and 
threatening to hit vessels that 
deviate from its authorised 
route. Its military struck at 
least three ships in recent days, 
prompting extensive US strikes 
against Iranian targets Tues-
day followed by retaliatory at-
tacks from Iran on Gulf  coun-
tries. “We’re gonna 
hit ‘em hard tonight,” 
Trump said at a NATO 
summit in Ankara in 
reference to Iran, add-
ing: “They violate the 
a g reement  every 
day.”

When asked if  the truce was 
intact, he had said earlier 
Wednesday that “as far as I’m 
concerned, it’s over”. “It’s just 
a waste of  time dealing with 
them,” he added. “I’ll let our 
wonderful negotiators keep 
talking if  they want, but I don’t 
see it. I don’t like these 
people.”

Both the US and Iran said 
they had hit dozens of  targets, 
placing fresh strain on their in-
terim deal to end the war.

Iranian state media reported 
a wave of  explosions around 
the strait, including six on the 
island of  Qeshm, seven in the 

city of  Sirik and more in the 
major port city of  Bandar 
Abbas.

It later reported a series of  
blasts in the coastal city of  

Bushehr, which hosts 
the country’s only ci-
vilian nuclear power 
plant and lies near 
Kharg island, the 
main oil terminal 
through which 90 per-

cent of  Iran’s crude exports 
transit.

State media said a member of  
the military’s Revolutionary 
Guards (IRGC) had been killed, 
while the foreign ministry said 
monitoring and observation 
sites had been hit on the south-
ern coast. US Central Command 
said its forces had struck over 80 
targets, including Iranian air-
defence systems, coastal radar 
sites and 60 IRGC small boats.  

Mark Rutte, secretary general 
of  NATO, said at the summit in 
Ankara that the American 
strikes were “absolutely neces-
sary”. Tehran swiftly retaliated, 
saying it hit US facilities in Ku-

wait and Bahrain. Kuwait said 
it intercepted two ballistic mis-
siles and 13 drones, while the 
Iranian army said it had also at-
tacked US forces at Sheikh Isa 
air base in Bahrain.

Nawal Saad, a Bahraini civil 
servant, lamented that “the 
spectre of  war is looming once 
more”, saying “I do not want to 
go through that experience of  
fear and anxiety again”.

Hamad Althunayyan, an as-
sistant professor at Kuwait Uni-
versity, said Tehran views Bah-
rain and Kuwait “as the most 
accessible and lower cost pres-
sure points in the Gulf”.

Oman, which sits on the oth-
er side of  Hormuz from Iran, 
condemned the targeting of  
Bahrain and Kuwait as well as 
the strikes on ships, but with-
out blaming Iran.

The former mediator has not 
blamed Iran for attacks 
throughout the war in an effort 
to maintain its neutrality, 
which is being tested by talks 
with Tehran over the adminis-
tration of  Hormuz. AFP

UN maritime head urges 
restraint over Hormuz
LONDON: The International 

Maritime Organisation urged 
“maximum restraint and 
de-escalation” as 6,000 

seafarers remained stranded in 
the Persian Gulf amid 

escalating US-Iran hostilities. 
Secretary General Arsenio 

Dominguez condemned 
attacks on ships, warning 

seafarers were in “grave 
danger” and calling for 

passage for vessels trapped 
after the crisis began.

Trump board plans 
pilot Gaza 

humanitarian zone
JERUSALEM: Trump’s Board 

of Peace plans a pilot 
humanitarian zone in Rafah 

to house tens of thousands of 
vetted Palestinians, secured 

by multinational troops. The 
proposed project would serve 

as a starting point for a 
technocratic administration 

during Gaza’s post-war 
transition, though critics say 
it could breach international 

humanitarian law.

Israeli strike kills 
Gaza humanitarian 

official
DEIR AL-BALAH: An Israeli 

strike before the Egypt-
Argentina World Cup match 

killed a Palestinian aid 
official who organised 

public screenings in Gaza, 
local health officials said. 

Israel said it targeted a 
Hamas militant, not the 

official. Four people, 
including two children, were 

killed in the strike on 
Tuesday evening in Gaza 

City, according to hospital 
officials.

Trump says ceasefire ‘over’ as US, 
Iran trade strikes, vows to hit hard
Iranian air defences, radar sites and IRGC boats hit; Iran strikes US bases in Kuwait, Bahrain

Explosions 
light up 
Iran’s major 
port city 
of Bandar 
Abbas after 
the US 
launched 
extensive 
strikes over 
attacks on 
shipping in 
the Strait 
of Hormuz, 
prompting 
Iranian 
retaliation 
against US 
bases in the 
Gulf |  AFP

LANDSLIDE KILLS 7 
KIDS, TEACHER AT 
ROHINGYA CAMP

COX’S BAZAR

HEAVY rain in Bangladesh 
triggered a landslide at the 
world’s largest refugee camp 
on Wednesday, killing seven 
children and a teacher dur-
ing a school class and dou-
bling the death toll from 
rain-related disasters this 
week. Rescuers clawed 
through liquid earth to drag 
out the bodies of  the chil-
dren, who drowned in the 
mud that swamped their 
school hut as they studied.

More than 1.2 million Ro-
hingya refugees, many who 
fled Myanmar during a bru-
tal military crackdown in 
2017, live in crowded refu-
gee camps in Bangladesh’s 
Cox’s Bazar. Many refugees 
live in crowded, basic shel-
ters on hillsides cleared of  
forests -- making the land 
unstable when monsoon 
rains pour down.

Bangladesh Refugee Re-
lief  and Repatriation Com-
missioner Mohammed Miza-
nur Rahman said seven 
children and their teacher 
had died. “Unfortunately, 
four died at the scene, while 
four others died in hospital,” 
Rahman told AFP.

Landslides also killed at 
least eight people as they 
slept in three different 
camps on Monday night.

Bangladesh’s Flood Fore-
casting and Warning Centre 
said torrential rain is likely 
to continue for four days.

Refugee representative 
Sayed Ullah, president of  
the United Council of  Ro-
hingya, said that people 
needed new land in safer 
locations. “We don’t see 
proper coordination... over 
the accommodation of  the 
Rohingya, and that is re-
flected in these accidents,” 
he said. AFP

Bangladesh rescue personnel and volunteers work at the site of a landslide 
triggered by heavy rains at a school in the Kutupalong refugee camp | AFP

ISLAMABAD/KARACHI

AT least 54 terrorists, 38 secu-
rity personnel and four civil-
ians were killed during the last 
four days in various incidents 
in the restive Balochistan prov-
ince, the ISPR said Wednesday.

The trouble began on the 
night of  July 4 and 5 when 
Fitna al Khawarij terrorists at-
tacked the innocent local popu-
lation in Hanna Urak, Director 
General Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif  
Chaudhry of  the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), mili-
tary’s media wing, told a press 
conference at Rawalpindi.

The state uses the term Fitna 
al-Khawarij to refer to the 
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) and its affiliates.

Four civilians were killed 
and six injured during that in-
cident, he said. 

In the second incident, ter-
rorists late Monday night car-
ried out a multi-directional at-
tack on a police check post, set 
up to guard a Pumping Station
in Mangi Dam in Ziarat dis-
trict, in which nine policemen, 
including two station house of-
ficers (SHOs), were killed.

At least 15 terrorists were 
killed in a retaliatory clear-
ance operation following the 
attack, the ISPR DG said. 

Several police officials were 
taken as hostages, making the 
subsequent operation by  
paramilitary Frontier Corps, 
army personnel and other law 
enforcement agencies (LEAs) 
complicated, he said, adding, 
however, 18 policemen were 
killed by the terrorists.      PTI

Balochistan 
violence kills 
38 security 
personnel

4 DAYS OF CLASHES

Don shifts from 
criticism to praise as 
NATO summit ends
ANKARA

DONALD Trump offered NATO 
allies an unexpected warm em-
brace as they wrapped up a key 
summit Wednesday after earli-
er lashing out at them over 
their response to his war on 
Iran. It was an abrupt swing 
from antagonism to affection 
within the space of  a few short 
hours, illustrating the wide 
range of  emotions exhibited by 
the mercurial US leader.

“It was a great meeting, there 
was a lot of  love in that room, a 
lot of  unity,” Trump told re-
porters after the closed-door 
meeting of  32 heads of  state at 
the NATO summit in the Turk-
ish capital Ankara.

Behind closed doors, Trump 
had reassured them he wanted 
the US to stay in the military 
alliance, saying: “We want to 
remain with you”, a source in-
side the session told AFP.

And that was reflected in the 
final declaration in which 
NATO leaders reaffirmed their 
“ironclad commitment” to the 
mutual assistance clause en-
shrined in Article 5 of  the 
alliance treaty. “An attack on 
one is an attack on all,” it said, 
in wording that sought to ease 
concerns about Washington’s 
commitment to the alliance.
But the day had not begun well 
with Trump lashing out over 
NATO allies’ failure to back his 
Iran campaign just before the 
session, threatening to cut 
trade with Spain, and insisting 
he still wants NATO member 
Denmark’s territory of  Green-
land. “I’m very upset with 
NATO... because of  what they 
did with Greenland, and... be-
cause of  the fact that they 
didn’t want to help us with the 
number one state sponsor of  
terror, that’s Iran,” he said. But 
once he came face-to-face with 
the leaders behind closed doors, 
his tone changed markedly. 
“There is a strong contrast be-
tween what Trump says in pub-
lic and what he actually says 
inside,” he told AFP. AFP

US to grant 
Patriot 
production 
licence to Kyiv
Trump said Washington 
would allow Ukraine to 
manufacture Patriot air-
defence systems under 
licence, though he gave 
no timeline. Speaking 
alongside Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy at the NATO 
summit in Ankara, 
Trump said Kyiv would 
receive the right to 
produce the US-made 
air-defence systems. The 
move comes as Ukraine 
faces shortages of 
Patriot interceptors. 
Analysts cautioned the 
licence would not 
provide an immediate 
boost because Patriot 
missiles and their 
engines take up to two 
years to produce. Trump 
also said Ukraine’s 
strikes deep inside 
Russia could help bring 
the war to an end. 

Russian missile, 
drone strikes kill 4 
across Ukraine
KYIV: Russian drones 
and missiles killed four 
people and injured at 
least 30 across Ukraine 
on Wednesday, with two 
waves of attacks hitting 
Kyiv hours apart. 
Ukraine said Russia 
launched 169 long-
range drones and seven 
missiles, including five 
ballistic missiles, with 
strikes hitting 15 
locations despite air 
defences downing or 
jamming most drones. 
Russia said it targeted 
defence industry 
facilities in Kyiv. 
Meanwhile, Ukraine 
struck oil refineries in 
Russia.


