
DEIR AL-BALAH

THE Hamas militant group said Monday 
it had dissolved its government in Gaza 
and is preparing to transfer power to a 
technical committee backed by the United 
Nations as part of  a US-brokered cease-
fire deal. 

Hamas did not say whether it planned 
to take the crucial step of  disarming or 
handing over security to an internation-
al force, but described its decision as evi-
dence of  its commitment to Gaza’s re-
construction after years of  war. It was 
unclear if  the move, an-
nounced by a lower-level offi-
cial, would lead to any mean-
ingful change on the ground.

The Board of  Peace, the new 
entity led by President Donald 
Trump with the mandate of  
governing and rebuilding Gaza, said it 
was aware of  the Hamas announcement 
but said it would assess the impact based 
on “actions, not promises.” The board 
stressed in a statement on X that the tech-
nocratic committee must control all 
weapons in Gaza, as laid out in the cease-
fire agreement.

At a news conference Monday, Ismail 
al-Thawabta, general director of  the Ha-
mas-run Government Media Office, said 
“only technical and professional staff ” 
would remain in their positions to run 
the Palestinian enclave’s day-to-day af-

fairs. “All employees working in service 
provision are ‘state employees’ and are 
fully prepared to work under the Nation-
al Committee for the Administration of  
Gaza,” al-Thawabta said during a press 
conference in the courtyard of  Al-Aqsa 
Hospital in Deir al-Balah. Hamas spokes-
person Hazem Qassem called it “a posi-
tive step forward on the path to imple-
ment the ceasefire deal.”

Israel dismissed the announcement as 
irrelevant. An Israeli official called the 
reported Hamas government resignation 
“a spin” with “no significance”. The com-

mittee of  technocrats, which is 
based in Cairo, is chaired by Ali 
Shaath, a Gaza-born engineer 
and former official with the 
Palestinian Authority. It has a 
manwdate to restore essential 
services and oversee civilian 

affairs under the supervision of  the UN 
and Board of  Peace.

Nine months after the ceasefire was 
signed, negotiations between Israel and 
Hamas remain largely deadlocked over the 
implementation of  its second phase, in-
cluding the disarmament of  Hamas and 
the reconstruction of  Gaza. Hamas has in-
sisted on implementing the first phase be-
fore moving to discuss its weapons. The 
October 7 attack killed about 1,200 people 
in Israel and took 251 hostages. Gaza’s 
Health Ministry says Israel’s offensive has
killed 73,098 Palestinians. AP
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300+ children
killed or injured in Sudan war 
in 6 months, UNICEF says

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 20 SNY
Colombo 29 27 SNY
Dhaka 32 28 SNY
Dubai 34 31 SNY
Houston 33 27 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  27   18 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  28   16 SNY
New York  30   22 SNY
Singapore  31   28 TDS
Toronto  26   19 SNY
Washington  31   21 SNY

Hamas dissolves Gaza 
govt; Panel to run it
Tech panel to oversee civilian affairs under ceasefire deal

Russian barrage leaves 
22 dead in Ukraine
KYIV

RUSSIA unleashed waves of  missiles at Ukraine, 
killing 22 people in attacks that exposed widening 
gaps in country’s air defenses more than four years 
into Moscow’s full-scale invasion, officials said.

All of  the ballistic missiles launched by Russia 
struck their targets, underscoring Kyiv’s need for 
more U.S.-made Patriot interceptor missiles — a 
point Zelenskyy will likely reiterate at a NATO 
summit in Ankara, Turkey, this week.

Fifteen people were killed in the capital of  Kyiv,
which was Russia’s main target, and 56 were in-
jured, according to administrative head Tymur 
Tkachenko. Another seven people were killed in 
the wider Kyiv region and 29 were injured, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s emergency service. 

Emergency workers searched for survivors in the 
rubble of  residential high-rises in two locations that 
suffered direct hits.  AFP

UK sanctions Russians 
labs over Navalny, 
Skripal attacks
LONDON: Britain imposed 
sanctions on nine Russian people 
and entities it said developed 
chemical weapons used to kill 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny 
and attack a former spy in 
England. The sanctions came the 
same day the UK criticised Russia’s 
“unsafe” approach to Royal Navy 
vessels in the Arctic. The Foreign 
Office announced sanctions 
against seven people and two 
scientific institutes. It says they 
were involved in creating the 
epibatidine toxin used to poison 
Navalny in an Arctic penal colony 
in 2024 and the Novichok nerve 
agent used in a 2018 attack in the 
English city of Salisbury.  AP
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