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TN ex-minister held 
for remarks on Vijay
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thoothukudi/Chennai

LESS than an hour after the Ma-
dras High Court denied anticipa-
tory bail to former minister and 
DMK South district secretary Ani-
tha R Radhakrishnan in a defama-
tion case over alleged 
derogatory remarks 
against Chief  Minister 
C Joseph Vijay, the 
Thoothukudi police ar-
rested him at Authoor 
on Friday. 

Later in the evening, 
as he was being taken 
by the police to the 
Thoothukudi government medi-
cal college hospital for health 
checkup, the Tiruchendur MLA 
claimed that he was being “pres-
sured and threatened” to resign as 
MLA and join the ruling TVK. 

He claimed that he was offered 
a significant amount of  money to 
quit DMK and switch loyalty to 

TVK, but he remained firm on not 
yielding. “I will always remain in 
the DMK,” Radhakrishnan told 
reporters. 

Sources said Radhakrishnan 
was inspecting records at the Aut-
hoor town panchayat office when 
a police team apprehended him 

and escorted him in his 
vehicle to the office of  
the Superintendent of  
Police. 

Condemning the ar-
rest, DMK cadres led by 
Cor poration Mayor 
Je g a n  Pe r i ya s a m y 
staged a protest outside 
the SP’s office. As many 

as 50 DMK cadres were arrested at 
Tiruchendur.

Cases under Sections 352 and 
353(2) of  BNS was registered 
against Radhakrishnan at Aut-
hoor police station on June 23 for 
allegedly making defamatory re-
marks against the CM during a 
public meeting at Authoor.

Toe party line 
on Adani: Cong  
top brass to CM 

No further probe 
needed in Viveka 
case, CBI tells HC

K  S  S R E E J I T H  @T’Puram

IN a setback for Chief  Minister V 
D Satheesan, the Congress high 
command has taken a dim view of  
the controversy over the proposed 
transfer of  a stake in Adani 
Vizhinjam Port Private Limited 
(AVPPL) to the Mediterranean 
Shipping Company (MSC) without 
the State government’s approval.

According to Congress sources, 
a high command representative 
conveyed the party’s concerns to 
the chief  minister two days ago 
and reminded him that the State’s 
handling of  the issue must be in 
line with the Congress’ national 
stand on the Adani Group.

Rahul Gandhi has repeatedly 
accused the Adani Group of  mo-
nopolising key sectors of  the econ-
omy through the political patron-
age of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the BJP. The high com-
mand is learnt to have told the 
chief  minister.

T G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Central Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (CBI) on Friday informed the 
Special CBI Court that no further 
investigation was required in the 
YS Vivekananda Reddy murder 
case and that a comprehensive 
p r o b e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n 
completed. 

In detailed written arguments 
filed on Friday, the agency sought 
dismissal of  the petition filed by N 
Sunitha, who had requested fur-
ther investigation, and urged the 
court to expedite the trial. The CBI 
said Sunitha’s allegations regard-
ing text messages exchanged be-
tween Kiran Yadav and Arjun 
Reddy were unfounded. 

According to the agency, the 
messages that appeared in the mo-
bile extraction report at 1.42 am on 
March 15, 2019, were actually sent 
at 7.12 am.   The discrepancy arose 
because the extraction report dis-
played the time in UTC format.

‘No coal scam’ in Singareni, claims Bhatti 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka on Friday di-
rected the SCCL director (vigi-
lance) to probe the alleged disap-
pearance of  40 lakh tonnes of  coal 
in Singareni Collieries Company 
Limited (SCCL), while asserting 
that there was no ‘coal scam’ in 
the company. 

Speaking to reporters here, 
Vikramarka, who also holds the 
Finance and Energy portfolios, 
said the enquiry was aimed at 
putting to rest any doubts among 
the public. He said the SCCL Di-
rector (Vigilance) would gather 
the complete details and submit a 

report to the government, adding 
that the system in SCCL was fool-
proof  and that not even a single kg 
of  coal could leave the 
company unaccounted 
for.

The move follows al-
legations by the BRS 
that a `1,600 crore coal 
stock scam took place in 
Singareni. In separate 
letters, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao 
urged the Centre to in-
tervene, alleging SCCL had paid 
coal cess and I-T on coal that was 
not physically available, while 
Coal Minister G Kishan Reddy 
asked Chief  Minister Revanth 

Reddy to look into the allegations. 
Alleging that the previous BRS 
government had remained in pow-

er for 10 years and initi-
ated the construction of  
two ther mal power 
plants without starting 
new coal mines under 
SCCL, he asked, “How 
could the new thermal 
power plants get coal 
without opening new 
mines while old mines 
were closing?” 

The deputy chief  minister also 
turned the spotlight on the State’s 
debt burden, challenging BRS 
president and former chief  minis-
ter K Chandrasekhar Rao to a de-

bate in the Assembly. He alleged 
that Rama Rao was responsible for 
looting the State. 

Vikramarka claimed the BRS 
government had raised debts of  
`8,21,651 crore, while the Congress 
government had repaid `2,08,681 
crore over the past two and a half  
years.

He further alleged that the BRS 
had raised loans at interest rates 
of  up to 10.5%. “We have restruc-
tured that debt at low interest 
rates. As a result, the amount due 
for repayment by 2034 was reduced 
from 34,058 crore to just 11,000 
crore. Thus, the Congress govern-
ment saved ̀ 22,142 crore,” claimed 
Vikramarka.

Asserts the system in SCCL is foolproof and not even a kg of coal could leave it unaccounted for


