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NEAR SALEM

23 sovereigns of 
jewellery, silver, 
`10K burgled 
from house
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Salem

BURGLARS struck the house 
of  a government school teacher 
near Magudanchavadi in Sa-
lem and decamped with 23 sov-
ereigns of  gold jewellery, silver 
articles and `10,000 in cash 
while the family was away on 
Wednesday. Magudanchavadi 
police have registered a case 
a n d  h ave  l a u n c h e d  a n 
investigation.

According to the police, the 
teacher, who is employed at a 
government school in Koneri-
patti, and her husband had 
travelled to Salem town in con-
nection with a counselling 
programme. 

When the couple returned 
home late in the night, they 
found the main door of  the 
house damaged and partially 
open.

 They entered the house and 
found that the rooms had been 
ransacked and the contents of  
the almirah had been scattered 
across the floor.

Upon discovering that the 
valuables were missing, they 
alerted their neighbours and 
lodged a complaint with Magu-
danchavadi police.

Police suspect that the ac-
cused may have kept watch on 
the house and carried out the 
theft after confirming that no 
one was inside. Further inves-
tigation is under way. 

Poultry farmers oppose proposal for bird sanctuary
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Namakkal

POULTRY farmers and indus-
try representatives have vehe-
mently opposed the proposal to 
declare Idumbankulam in Mo-
hanur taluk of  Namakkal as a 
bird sanctuary, arguing that 
the move could pose a serious 
biosecurity threat to one of  the 
country’s largest poultry pro-
duction belts. The district ad-
ministration conducted a pub-
lic consultation meeting on the 
proposal on Thursday, during 
which representatives of  the 
poultry industry and farmers 
placed their objections.

Representing the poultry sec-

tor, Livestock and Agri Farm-
ers Trade Association presi-
dent Dr P V Senthil submitted 
a representation urging the 
state government to drop the 
proposal during the initial 
stage itself. Senthil, who is also 
the president of  Namakkal 
East District Congress 
Committee, said that 
while birds currently 
visit the waterbody 
seasonally, there are no 
facilities that encourage 
them to remain there. De-
claring the area a bird sanctu-
ary would involve creating hab-
itats and maintaining water 
levels that would attract large 
numbers of  resident and mi-

gratory birds. “Once an envi-
ronment is officially created to 
attract migratory birds, the 
risk of  diseases spreading to 
nearby poultry farms will con-
siderably increase,” he said.

Senthil pointed out that mi-
gratory birds are recog-

nised carriers of  diseas-
es, which could spread 
rapidly through inten-
sive poultry production 
areas. “Even a single 

outbreak could result in 
the culling of  birds, dis-

ruption of  exports, and heavy 
losses to farmers,” he said.

Poultry farmers said the in-
dustry has long been seeking 
the recognition of  Namakkal 

as a disease-free poultry zone. 
“Whenever such recognition is 
sought, a key question raised is 
whether there are wetlands or 
habitats nearby that attract 
wild or migratory birds. If  an 
official bird sanctuary comes 
up in the district, it could pose 
a major hurdle in securing the 
disease-free zone status,” said 
one of  the farmers. 

The farmers noted that sev-
eral countries insist on sourc-
ing poultry products from rec-
ognised disease-free zones. 
“India does not have such a 
zone. If  Namakkal secures that 
recognition, it will greatly im-
prove access to the internation-
al markets,” said a farmer.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Dharmapuri

RESIDENTS of  A Reddihalli 
near Dharmapuri opposed rev-
enue officials for surveying 
lands for the Dharmapuri-
Morappur railway line on 
Thursday.

The railway line is a nearly 
two-and-a-half-decade-long de-
mand of  Dharmapuri resi-
dents. In 2021, the union gov-
ernment announced the project 
to link Dharmapuri with 
Morappur — a 36-km stretch at 
the cost of  `359 crore. As part 
of  the project, 92 hectares need-
ed to be acquired and so far 
over 45 hectares have been ac-

quired. On Thursday, as part of  
the land acquisition, a team led 
by Dharmapuri Tahlsidhar S 
Sugumar, attempted a survey 
for the lands near A Reddihalli, 
but the residents of  the 
village objected to the 
land acquisition.

B Senthilnathan 
from the village said, 
“The proposed area 
for the project falls un-
der private lands, prima-
rily agriculture. These lands 
remain the primary source of  
income for hundreds of  fami-
lies. We are not objecting to the 
project. We seek the Railways 
to revise the project such that 
the livelihood of  the people is 

not impacted. In the present 
scenario, many people stand to 
lose their homes.”

Another resident, B Rudran, 
said, “The line passes through 

our village from Maatuka-
ranur and over 10 hec-
tares of  farmland will be 
lost. As the current plan 
will affect many, we have 
opposed it.”

Tahsildhar Sugumar 
told TNIE, “We had gone to 

survey the area, but following 
objections from the people, we 
abandoned the survey. They 
have requested us to ensure ag-
ricultural lands are not affected 
and we will forward their con-
cerns to the railway staff.”

D’puri-Morappur rly line: Villagers 
pushback against land acquisition

KL landslide toll 
rises to 6, search 
continues for two 
The three bodies recovered are those of 
migrant workers involved in tunnel project 

WAYANAD: The death toll in 
the Wayanad landslide rose to 
six on Thursday with the recov-
ery of  three more bodies from 
the disaster site, district offi-
cials said. 

Search operations continued 
for the two persons still miss-
ing in the incident.

The three bodies recovered 
have been identified as those of  
migrant workers-Azharuddin 
Ansari, a surveyor from Uttar 
Pradesh; Rahul Sharma, an en-
gineer from Himachal Pradesh; 
and Mohammed Imran, an ex-
cavator operator from Bihar, 
the officials said.

The two persons still missing 
are Rakesh Guchait, a surveyor 
from West Bengal, and Vikram 
Rana, a construction manager 
from Himachal Pradesh.

Ministers A P Anil Kumar 
and T Siddique, who have 
camped in the area to coordi-
nate the search operations, told 
reporters that one body was re-
covered from Zone 1 of  the 
search area in the morning and 
the other two from Zone 3 near 
the river.

“Searches will be carried out 
in Zones 1 and 2 of  the area. We 
will also focus the search opera-
tions near the river,” Anil Ku-

mar said. A landslide occurred 
on July 7 at the site of  the Ana-
kkompoyil-Meppadi tunnel 
project.  PTI

Search operations under way at the site 
in Wayanad |  EXPRESS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Union minister’s son gets bail in Pocso case
Hyderabad: The Telangana High Court on Thursday granted bail to Bandi Sai 

Bhageerath, son of Union Minister Bandi Sanjay Kumar, in a case registered 
under the Pocso Act. Justice K Sujana directed Bhageerath to furnish a 

personal bond of `1 lakh along with two sureties of `1 lakh each. The case 
arose from a complaint by the mother of a 17-year-old girl, saying that 

Bhageerath assaulted the minor. ENS

BHEL worker dies; kin stage stir for job, compensation
Tiruchy: Tension prevailed near the Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) 
township on Wednesday night and Thursday morning after relatives of a 
contract worker who died following a suspected cardiac arrest staged a 
protest on the Tiruchy-Thanjavur National Highway near the BHEL Training 
Centre, demanding permanent employment for a family member and `20 
lakh compensation. They dispersed after police intervention. ENS

Searches will be carried out 
in Zones 1 and 2 of the area. 
We will also focus the search 
operations near the river

A P Anil Kumar, Minister

‘AIIMS-Madurai 
campus 70% over’
Madurai: Amidst speculations 
that AIIMS Madurai will be 
inaugurated soon, officials 
overseeing the project said that 
construction of all blocks is 
expected to be completed by mid-
2027. A senior AIIMS Madurai 
official said the first batch of 50 
MBBS students, who had been 
studying at the temporary 
campus in Ramanathapuram, was 
shifted to the Madurai campus in 
May 2026. “The required hostel, 
canteen and academic block have 
already been completed as per 
schedule. The hospital is expected 
to be ready to receive patients by 
May or June 2027. At present, 
around 70% of the project has 
been completed,” the official told 
TNIE.  The official added that all 
civil works are expected to be 
completed by mid-2027. ENS

A tiger was found dead in Sigur Reserve Forest 
of Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) in Tamil 
Nadu. A post-mortem indicated that the 
animal could have died in a territorial fight

TIGER 
DEAD

Eß§ùUô¯ Tj§Wm 
SôUdLp UôYhPm, §ÚfùNeúLôÓ YhPm, ã¬VmTôû[Vm AgNp, NôQôoTôû[Vm, 
AÚkR§Vo ùRÚ ,LRÜ Gi 363A Gu\ ØLY¬«p Y£jÕ YÚm ùTÚUôs GuTY¬u 
ULu ©. Y[oU¦ B¡V Sôu úUtLiP ØLY¬«p Y£jÕ YÚ¡ú\u. Sôu A°dÏm 
Eß§ùUô¯lTj§Wm Gu]ùYu\ôp, Sôu LPkR 30.6.2026 Bm úR§ UpXNØj§Wm 
Nôo T§Yô[o AÛYXLj§p T§Ü ùNnVlThP ¡ûWV Tj§Wm Gi 2350/2026 Sôs  
04 .06.2026 Tôj§VlThP ANp ¡ûWV Tj§Wm SôLo Tôû[Vj§p Es[ ¡WôU ¨oYôL 
AÛYXLj§tÏ GÓjÕf ùNuß ¨Xm NmTkRUô] BYQeLû[ JlTûPjÕ®hÓ 
ANp ¡ûWV Tj§WjûR G]Õ CÚNdLW YôL]j§p Es[ ûT«p ûYj§ÚkúRu. 
Sôu T¦Lû[ Ø¥jÕd ùLôiÓ §Úm© Åh¥tÏ YÚmúTôÕ ¡ûWVl Tj§WjûR 
LôQ®pûX. TpúYß úRûYLÞdLôL ANp Tj§Wm AY£VUôn úRûYlTÓ¡\Õ. Sôu 
úUúX Ï±l©hÓs[ NeL§Ls VôÜm EiûU Utßm N¬Vô]Õ Gußm C§p GkR JÚ 
Ød¡VUô] NeL§LÞm Sôu Uû\dL®pûX Gußm C§p NhP £dLpLs HtThPôp 
ARtÏ Sôú] ØÝlùTôßl× Guß CRu êXm Eß§Vôn ùR¬®jÕd ùLôs¡ú\u.

 ClT¥dÏ
©. Y[oU¦ 

CHANGE OF NAME
         I, CECILIA MAHILVATHANI LEO 
REGIS (old given name : CECILIA 
MAHILVATHANI, surname : LEO REGIS), 
born on 28/10/1974 (Place of birth : 
MADURAI) D/o LEO REGIS DOSS resident 
of PLOT NO.63, D/NO-7, SAPTHAGIRI 
NAGAR, TEACHERS COLONY 3RD 
CROSS, HOSUR, KRISHNAGIRI - 635109, 
have changed my given name to 
MAHILVATHANI, no change in surname 
and shall henceforth be known as 
MAHILVATHANI LEO REGIS

CECILIA MAHILVATHANI LEO REGIS


