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SUNDAY, JUL. 05

RISE 06:09 SET 18:50

RISE 22:47 SET 10:18

MONDAY, JUL. 06

RISE 06:09 SET 18:50

RISE 23:26 SET 11:05

TUESDAY, JUL. 07

RISE 06:09 SET 18:50

RISE 00:00 SET 11:54

Three police personnel be-
longing to the Kerala
Armed Police (KAP) First
Battalion were suspended
for allegedly consuming al-
cohol inside the barracks
of the Hill Palace police
camp at Thripunithura
here.

K.U. Abhilash, N. Na-
waz, and M. Vishnu were
suspended pending inqui-
ry after they were found in
an intoxicated state while

on duty during a random
inspection by higher o�-
cials on Friday, an o�cer
said. Abhilash, meanwhile,
managed to escape police
custody while they were
being taken for a mandato-
ry medical examination,
and he was yet to be
traced, the o�cer said.
The other two were sub-
jected to a breathalyzer
test at the Hill Palace police
station and later a compre-
hensive medical examina-
tion at the Thripunithura
Taluk Hospital.

Cops suspended for alleged
drinking while on duty
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C
urtains have gone
up on the ninth edi-
tion of The Hindu

Home Expo, with Kochi
Mayor V.K. Minimol inaug-
urating the two-day event
at LuLu Mall here on
Saturday.

The Mayor hailed the ex-
po as “a bridge to Keralite’s
housing dreams”.

Presented by CERA San-
itaryware Limited, the ex-
po showcases more than
125 Kerala Real Estate Reg-
ulatory Authority (K-RE-
RA)-approved residential
projects from 20 leading
builders in and around Ko-
chi. The properties being
showcased range from ₹55
lakh to ₹5 crore.

Among the key high-
lights of the event are spe-
cial rate o�ers from deve-
lopers, reduced bank
interest rates, and on-the-
spot interactions with pro-
perty developers. Site vi-
sits to selected projects are
also being arranged direct-
ly from the venue. The ex-
hibition remains open
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Members of the Confed-
eration of Real Estate Deve-

lopers’ Associations of In-
dia and three leading
banks are among the
participants.

K.S. Sudhi, Chief of Bu-
reau, The Hindu, chaired
the inaugural meet. Kiran
Joshi, Assistant Vice-Presi-
dent and Kerala Business
Head of The Hindu, and
Sandeep Abraham, Presi-
dent, Sales and Growth
Strategy, CERA Sanitary-
ware Limited, spoke.

Over 2,500 people from
900 families visited the ex-
po on the �rst day.

Ninth edition of The Hindu Home
Expo commences at LuLu Mall

(Top) Mayor V.K. Minimol inaugurating the ninth edition of the two-day The Hindu Home Expo 2026 at

LuLu Mall, Kochi, on Saturday in the presence of Kiran Joshi, Assistant Vice-President and Kerala

Business Head of The Hindu; Sandeep Abraham, President, Sales and Growth Strategy, CERA

Sanitaryware Limited; Jayadeep Narasimhan, General Manager, Sales, CERA Sanitaryware Limited;

and K.S. Sudhi, Chief of Bureau, The Hindu, Kochi; and (above) visitors at the expo. THULASI KAKKAT 

Mayor hails the expo as ‘a bridge to Keralite’s housing dreams’. Among the key highlights of the event are special 

rate o�ers from developers, reduced bank interest rates, and on-the-spot interactions with property developers
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The numbers of cases re-
gistered and arrests made
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act by the
Kochi City police have dou-
bled in June compared to
the previous �ve months,
in a clear indication of in-
creased enforcement as
part of the Statewide ‘Op-
eration Toofan: The Narco
Hunt’.

The city police regis-
tered 1,143 drug-related
cases and arrested 1,280
people in the �rst six
months of this year. Of
these, 503 cases and 541 ar-
rests were recorded in June
alone, following the launch
of the new anti-drug
operation.

Among the cases regis-
tered till June this year, 27
pertained to the seizure of
suspected narcotic sub-
stances in commercial
quantity, 53 to interme-
diate quantity, and 654 to
small quantity. In June
alone, four cases involving
commercial quantity, 21 in-
volving intermediate quan-
tity, and 295 involving
small quantity were
registered.

Sources in the police’s
anti-narcotic wing said the
spike in cases involving in-
termediate quantities of

narcotic substances point-
ed to an alarming trend.
“Most of the cases involv-
ing intermediate quantities
pertain to the seizure of
MDMA from youngsters.
They were involved in both
drug use and peddling,” an
o�cer said.

The police seized 143.71
kg of suspected ganja and
2.30 kg of suspected
MDMA in the �rst six
months of this year. Of
this, 44.66 kg of ganja and
484.21 grams of MDMA—
around one-third and one-
fourth of the total seizures,
respectively—were con�s-
cated in June alone.

Though the impact of
Operation Toofan is re�ect-
ed in this year’s �gures, a
comparison with the pre-
vious year’s data shows a
similar trend. The 1,143
NDPS cases registered in
the �rst six months of 2026
account for less than half
of the 3,005 cases record-
ed during the whole of
2025. A total of 1,280 peo-
ple were arrested in con-
nection with the cases till
the end of June, compared
with 3,325 arrests made in
2025.

Police sources, howev-
er, said the overall number
of cases and arrests is likely
to rise this year if the re-
newed momentum in en-
forcement drives conti-
nues. 

NDPS cases, 
arrests double in
city in a month
G. Ragesh
KOCHI

The plan for the houses to
be built for seven Dalit fa-
milies at Pariyathukavu in
Malayidamthuruth near
Kizhakkambalam as per a
rehabilitation package an-
nounced by the govern-
ment following a long-
standing land dispute was
handed over to the bene�-
ciaries on Saturday.

Kunnathunad MLA V.P.
Sajeendran handed over
the plan, comprising three
di�erent sketches for the
proposed 1,000-sq.ft.
houses to the families at a
meeting held at the District
Collector’s chamber. 

The most suitable plan
will be �nalised by July 6,
and the district commis-
sion is planning to lay the
foundation for the houses
by July 16, an o�cial re-
lease said.

2.69-acre property
The houses will be built

on plots of �ve cents each
allotted to the seven fami-
lies within a 2.69-acre pro-
perty where they have
been staying for long. 

The plots were allotted
to the families following
government-level talks, af-
ter the landowner family
won the ownership rights
over the property follow-
ing decades-long litigation. 

The government will
build the houses in the de-
signated plots using spon-
sorship funds, as per the
settlement agreement an-
nounced by Higher Educa-
tion Minister Roji M. John
on June 13.

Pariyathukavu
rehabilitation:
foundation for
houses to be
laid by July 16
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