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Chandigarh, June 11
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court has ordered a CBI
inquiry into the filing of a writ
petition alleging illegal min-
ing in Mahendergarh district
and a subsequent attempt to
withdraw it, observing that
both developments appeared
“highly suspect”.

A Division Bench comprising
Justice Ashwani Kumar
Mishra and Justice Rohit
Kapoor was informed that the
CBI had already instituted a
preliminary inquiry and
undertaken to submit its report
within three months. “Let that
be done,” the Bench observed
while fixing the matter for fur-
ther hearing on August 11.

The court had earlier direct-
ed the CBI Deputy Director to
examine the genuineness of
the petition filed by Ashok
and the circumstances sur-
rounding his attempt to with-
draw it. The agency was also
asked to investigate the role of
Satpal Singh, who appeared
with the petitioner in court. A
copy of the order was directed
to be sent to the office of Addi-
tional Solicitor General of
India Satya Pal Jain.

The petition alleged illegal
mining in Bakhrija village of
Mahendergarh district in viola-
tion of the mining plan, envi-
ronmental clearance condi-
tions and statutory rules. It
sought compensation from a
private respondent and direc-

tions to prevent mining activity
within 250 metres of the peti-
tioner’s residence.

The Bench noted that when
the matter came up on March
27, time was granted to the
state to obtain instructions. The
court was informed that issues
raised in the petition were sim-
ilar to those already under con-
sideration in the pending case
of M/s Dharampal Stone
Crusher and others versus
state of Haryana and others.

On April 16, an assisting
counsel informed the court
that the petitioner no longer
wished to pursue the case and
wanted to withdraw it. Uncon-
vinced by the reasons cited, the
Bench directed the petitioner
to appear in person.

During the hearing, Ashok
stated that he was illiterate and

could neither explain why the
petition had been filed nor why
it was being withdrawn. The
court also recorded that he was
“absolutely clueless about the
cause which he has raised in
the writ petition, nor is he
aware as to how the petition has
been prepared and drafted.”

The Bench further noted
that Satpal Singh, who
claimed to be a driver from
Narnaul, failed to satisfactori-
ly explain his association with
the petitioner. It also pointed
to discrepancies in signatures,
observing that the vakalatna-
ma bore Hindi signatures
while the writ petition carried
signatures in English.

“The manner in which the
petition has been filed and
subsequently the petitioner
has come forward to with-

draw it, raises a serious doubt
with regard to the genuine-
ness of filing of the writ peti-
tion,” the court observed. It
added that “somebody else is
acting through the petitioner,
and his signatures prima
facie have been forged in the
writ petition.”

Emphasising the need to
protect the integrity of judi-
cial proceedings, the Bench
said it could not approve of
“filing of fictitious writs by
unknown persons through
strangers for oblique motives
and then withdrawing it after
the purpose is served.” It
added: “Proceedings before
this court cannot be taken for
a ride. We are therefore com-
pelled to issue these direc-
tions in order to ascertain
correct facts.”

HC orders CBI probe into illegal
mining petition, withdrawal bid 
Court finds filing, subsequent withdrawal attempt “highly suspect”
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Panipat, June 11
Three friends were allegedly
crushed to death in Panipat’s
Dikadla village on Wednesday
evening in what police suspect
was a premeditated attack
linked to an old rivalry. A case
of murder has been registered
against nine persons, who
allegedly attempted to portray
the incident as a road accident
after the killings.

The deceased were identified
as Vinod (48), Narender (46) and
Aneep (36), all residents of
Dikadla village in the
Samalkha subdivision. The
accused fled the scene after the
incident. According to a com-

plaint lodged by Virender
Gahlayan, brother of Narender,
he was at a private hospital in
Samalkha when he received a
call from a villager informing
him that the three men had
been critically injured and were
being shifted to a hospital in
Panipat. Virender stated that
when he reached the injured
men, Narender was still con-
scious despite suffering a head
injury. Narender allegedly told

him that “due to old enmity,
Manish, Sandeep, Ravinder,
Navin, Tushar, Sachin, Neeraj,
Rajbir alias Raja of Dikadla vil-
lage and Sooraj of Atta village
had tried to kill him by hitting
them with their vehicle.”

The complaint further states
that Narender believed the
accused held a grudge against
him because mining authori-
ties had earlier seized a trailer
and dumper allegedly linked to
Manish for illegal mining activ-
ities. The trio were returning on
Vinod’s scooty when a black
Scorpio allegedly rammed
them from behind. After they
fell on the road, the attackers
allegedly assaulted them
before fleeing.

3 friends killed in Panipat village
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Chandigarh, June 11
What began as an espionage-
related scrutiny of a soldier’s
mobile phone led Army author-
ities to uncover videos of
women in private acts alleged-
ly recorded inside the women’s
washroom of Command Hospi-
tal (Western Command),
Chandimandir. The discovery
resulted in the dismissal and
imprisonment of an Army Hav-
ildar, though the Armed Forces
Tribunal (AFT) has now grant-
ed him bail pending appeal.

Former Havildar More Sandip
Sadashiv, 45, was serving with
Headquarters 474 Engineer
Brigade when he reported to
Command Hospital in June
2022 for treatment of a skin
infection. He was later admitted
for scabies and remained under
treatment at the hospital.

On July 25, 2022, Military
Intelligence personnel seized
his mobile phone to check for
confidential information and
possible espionage-related con-
cerns. During examination of
the device, authorities alleged-
ly found 28 videos and images
showing women engaged in
private acts inside a lavatory.

He was also dismissed from
service and reduced in rank. The
punishment was promulgated
on March 24 this year. The
Bench of Justice Sudhir Mittal
and Lt Gen Ravendra Pal Singh
observed: “The appellant shall
be granted bail subject to his fur-
nishing bail and surety bond.”

Army man dismissed
for filming women in
loo; AFT grants bail

Deceased Vinod, Narender & Aneep.

RAISES DOUBT ON GENUINENESS OF PETITION
■ The court had earlier directed the CBI Deputy

Director to examine the genuineness of the plea
and the circumstances surrounding his attempt
to withdraw it. The CBI was also asked to investi-
gate the role of Satpal Singh, who appeared
with the petitioner in court. A copy of the order
was directed to be sent to the office of ASG.

■ A Division Bench comprising Justice Ashwani
Kumar Mishra and Justice Rohit Kapoor
observed: “The manner in which the petition
has been filed and subsequently the petitioner
has come forward to withdraw it, raises a
serious doubt with regard to the genuineness
of filing of the writ petition.”
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Chandigarh, June 11
CM Nayab Singh Saini pre-
sented several demands for
Haryana’s development,
urging the Central Govern-
ment to include the state
among the first 50 industri-
al parks to be developed
under its ambitious indus-
trial development scheme.  

Speaking at the 11th Gov-
erning Council Meeting of
NITI Aayog chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Delhi today, Saini also sought
a special incentive package to
position Haryana as a hub for
semiconductors, data centres
and electronics manufactur-
ing. He requested the estab-
lishment of a national-level
AI Centre of Excellence in
Haryana, along with a special
Central package for AI and
Global Capability Centre

(GCC) hubs. Additional assis-
tance was sought for Indus-
trial Model Townships, sec-
tor-specific industrial parks,
green hydrogen projects and
renewable energy initiatives.
He emphasised that Haryana
should be accorded priority
under the National Innova-
tion and Research Fund.  

Saini said the meeting
was taking place at a time
when India, under the
Prime Minister’s leader-
ship, was moving rapidly
towards the goal of Viksit
Bharat-2047 during the
Amrit Kaal period. He not-
ed that Haryana has pre-
pared its Vision Document-
2047 in line with the
national vision, with the
state aiming to contribute
more than $1 trillion to the
Indian economy by 2047
and raise per capita income
to over Rs 40 lakh. 

State aims $1 trillion
economy by 2047: 
CM at NITI Aayog meet

Chandigarh, June 11
More than a month after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called
for austerity measures, includ-
ing curbs on foreign travel and
reductions in fuel expenditure,
the Haryana Government has
formally issued detailed guide-
lines aimed at cutting public
spending.

While CM Nayab Singh Saini
had undertaken a cycle ride
from his residence to Sukhna
Lake on May 19 and
announced that the state had
prepared a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) in response to
the Prime Minister’s appeal,
the formal instructions were
issued only on June 10.

Under the new guidelines, no
approval will be granted for for-
eign travel —official or person-
al — by government servants
until September 2026, except in
cases requiring medical treat-
ment. Departments have been
directed to conduct meetings
through video conferencing
wherever possible, with at least
50% of all meetings across gov-

ernment levels to be held
online. The movement of gov-
ernment employees is also to
be minimised.

The government has further
decided that district adminis-
trations and police authorities
will not grant permission for
gatherings, rallies, vehicle pro-
cessions, roadshows or similar
events for any purpose until
September 2026. The number
of vehicles in VVIP convoys is
to be reduced by 50%, subject to
security requirements.

Fuel savings, vehicle curbs
The Finance Department has
been tasked with enforcing a
20% reduction in fuel expendi-
ture across all departments
until September 2026. Every
Head of Department will be
required to upload a monthly
certificate confirming at least a
10% reduction in vehicle usage
within their department. Addi-
tionally, there shall be a com-
plete ban on the purchase of
non-electric vehicles until Sep-
tember 2026. — TNS

Govt issues austerity
norms to cut spending


