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FEAST UP

{ RAINFALL, RECHARGE LIFT WATER TABLE } IN PRAYAGRAJ

Nearly 100 sites register
higher groundwater levels

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: Groundwater levels
have shown improvement
across large parts of Prayagraj
over the past year, with data
from the state groundwater
department indicating a rise in
the water table at nearly 100 of
the 174 monitored locations.

‘A comparison of groundwater
data recorded through piezome-
ters in May 2025 and May 2026
by the department revealed an
overall improvement in ground-
water recharge across both
urban and rural parts of the dis-
trict.

Among the most significant
improvements was recorded at
Sarojini Naidu Mahila Care Cen-
ter in the city, where the ground-
water level rose from 23.32
metres below ground level in
May 2025 to 11.89 metres in May
2026, an improvement of more
than 11 metres. A similar trend

metres to 6.60 metres; Primary
School Sirokhar in Karchhana,
from 10.50 metres to 4 04

BDO

between one and eight metres.
Nodal officer-Prayagraj and
Hydrologist Aviral Singh said the

metres; and the
office, from 14.16 metres to 9.55
metres.

The survey also recorded
notable gains at Forihar Primary
School in Saraswatipur, where

latest survey ps al our-
aging picture, particularly
because groundwater levels had
been declining at most locations
in recent years. He attributed the
xmprovement to better rainfall,

UP Board sets Aug

5

deadline for Classes
9-12 admlssmns

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: The Uttar Pradesh
Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad
(UP Board) on Thursday
released the schedule for
advance registration of stu-
dents in Classes 9 and 11, as
well as the submission of
examination application forms

Officials attributed the
improvement to better rainfall,
enhanced groundwater
recharge efforts and growing
publicawareness about water

conservation. FORREPRESENTATION
was observed at Primary School
Bhogan in Koraon, where the
water level improved from 10.16
metres to 3.29 metres over the
same period.

Significant improvements
were also recorded at several
other locations, including Sha-
kulta Devi Inter College in Ram-
nagar, Uruva, where groundwa-
ter levels improved from 13.24

levels imp

from 5.76 metres t0 2.20 metres;
Primary School Diha in Karch-
hana, from 9.16 metres to
6.26 metres; Jagtand Inter Col-
lege in Soraon-Pratappur,
from 8.30 metres to 5.47 metre
and Primary School Arai 1n
Handia, from 7.45 metres to 4.62
metres.

Despite the overall improve-
ment, some areas witnessed a
decline in groundwater levels.
The sharpest drop was recorded
in Babura village of Karachhana,
where the water table fell by
more than eight metres. At least
eightlocations across the district
reported declines ranging

recharge
e(forts and growing public

for regular appear-
ing in the High School and

UP Board headquarters in
Prayagraj FILE

fees must be deposited in the
treasury by August 10. Princi-
pals must then upload the fee-
related information and stu-
dent academic details to the
Board's website by midnight on
August 16. Students who miss
the August 10 deadline may
deposit their fees with a late fee
of %100 per student until
August 16, with details to be
uploaded by August 20.
Following this, principals

P'GARH SP MLA
BOOKED OVER

OBJECTIONABLE
FACEBOOK POST

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAU: A case has been reg-
istered against Samajwadi Party
MLA from Raniganj constitu-
ency in Pratapgarh district,
Rakesh Kumar Verma, over an
allegedly objectionable Face-
book post targeting BJP MP and
actor Kangana Ranaut.

The complaint was lodged at
the cyber police station by Bhar-
atiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) district president Anshu-
man Singh, who alleged that the
MLA’s remarks were insulting,

awareness about water conser- | Intermediate examinations for ~ treasury via challan. Relevant ~ will verify candidate particu- | indecent and derogatory
vation. the 2026-27 academic session.  academic details must be larsincluding names, parents’ | towards women.
“The government made According to UP Board sec-  uploaded to the Board’s web- names, date of birth, gender, According to the police,

licenses mandatory for commer-
cial groundwater extraction in
2019 and also required establish-
ments using groundwater to
install rainwater harvesting sys-
tems to replenish the water
being extracted,” Singh said.

He emphasized the need to
sustain conservation measures
in areas where groundwater lev-
els have improved and called for
additional efforts in localities,
where groundwater conditions
continue to require attention.

retary Bhagwati Singh, the
deadline for admissions for
Classes 9 through 12 is August
5. However, officials noted that
students who have passed the
High School compartment
examination or have been
declared successful following
scrutiny (re-evaluation) may
seek admission to Class 11 until
August 20.

The advance registration fee
0f 240 per student for Classes 9
and 11 must be deposited in the

site by midnight on August 25.
Once the online checklist is
obtained, principals are tasked
with verifying student details
including names, parents’
names, date of birth, gender,
subjects and photographs
between August 26 and Sep-
tember 5. Necessary correc-
tions and updates to these
details may be made from Sep-
tember 6 to September 20.
For High School and Inter-
mediate students, examination

subjects and photographs
between August 21 and August
31. Corrections and updates
will be permitted from Septem-
ber1to September 10.
Thereafter, principals must
submit the photo-attested list
of registered students, along
with copies of treasury
receipts, to the office of the Dis-
trict Inspector of Schools
(DIOS) by September 30 for
onward transmission to the
Board’s regional offices.

Prime Minister NarendraModi
willjoin the event virtually
from Vigyan Bhawan in New
Delhi.

FILE

MODITO JOIN
IFFCO EVENT
VIRTUALLY TODAY

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

PRAYAGRAJ: A special event
under the Pradhan Mantri Vik-
sit Bharat Rozgar Yojana
(PM-VBRY) will be organised
on Friday at the IFFCO audito-
rium in Phulpur by the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) regional
office, Prayagraj. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will join the
event virtually from Vigyan
Bhawan in New Delhi.
According to EPFO officials,
there will be an interaction
with employees, and appoint-
ment letters will be distributed
to newly recruited staff. The
scheme aims to promote for-
mal employment, link youth
with social security, and
encourage job creation. Infor-
mation regarding social secu-
rity schemes, labor reforms,
and  employment-related

aspects will also be provided
during the event.

Delegation meets DM
over Kashi railway
station mosque notice

Now a woman climbs water tank in court
complex, demands marriage to rape accused
AT LEAST 14 SUCH CASES HAVE BEEN

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

VARANASL: A delegation of prom-
inent Muslim community lead-
ers met with Varanasi district
magistrate Satyendra Kumar on
Thursday to discuss a notice
recently affixed to the Ganj
Shaheeda Masjid at the entrance
of the Kashi Railway Station. The
notice, issued by railway offi-
cials, demands that the mosque
premises be vacated by June 20
to facilitate station expansion.

The delegation was led by
Shahar Mufti Maulana Abdul
Batin Nomani and SM Yaseen,
joint secretary of the Anjuman
Intezamia Masajid Committee
(AIMC). Other members
included Maulana Abdul Bagi,
Maulana Abdullah Nasir, Abul
Hashim (president of the Jamiat
Ulama, Banaras) and Haji Ekh-
lag Ahmed.

According to the AIMC, the
railway administration claims
the mosque was built illegally on
railway land and obstructs ongo-
ing redevelopment work. The
notice references the dismissal
of a court case, Anjuman Inte-
zamia vs. Union of India, on
August 28, 2024, said the AIMC.

The mosque committee was
warned that if the structure is
not removed by June 20, 2026,
the administration will proceed
with demolition.

However, the AIMC has
rejected the notice as mislead-
ing, noting that it lacks both an

A delegation of community
leaders meeting the Varanasi
DM HT

official signature and a date of
issue. Furthermore, the commit-
tee maintains that the court case
cited in the notice pertains to a
different piece of land and does
not involve the mosque struc-
ture.

SM Yaseen stated that the
mosque dates back to1034 and is
recorded in 1883-84 settlement
maps. “The AIMC will fight a
legal battle at every level to save
the mosque,” Yaseen said.

Following the meeting, Yas-
een expressed gratitude to the
district magistrate for his
response. “The district magis-
trate listened to our concerns
carefully and assured us that the
matter would be resolved
through discussions with the
railway adm.\mslratlon He also

m

PRAYAGRAJ: A 19-year-old
woman climbed a water tank
inside the district court prem-
ises in Pratapgarh on Thursday
morning, demanding that
authorities facilitate her mar-
riage to her alleged lover, who
is facing charges of rape.

The woman, a resident of the
Kari Ghat area under Dehat
Kotwali police station limits,
was spotted sitting atop the
water tank shortly after court
proceedings began on Thurs-
day. As news of the incident
spread, many lawyers and liti-
gants gathered at the spot, and
judicial officers also came out
of their chambers.

When police personnel
engaged her in conversation,
she insisted that she wanted to

REPORTED IN PRATAPGARH, PRAYAGRAJ
BETWEEN JANUARY 1 AND JUNE 18 THIS

YEAR. NOTABLY, ALL BUT ONE OF THE
PROTESTERS WERE WOMEN OR YOU

GIRLS.

marry her lover. The woman
had earlier lodged a rape case
against Shiv Verma, a resident
of Malhang Ka Purwa Kolgarh
village under Antu police sta-
tion, alleging that he had sexu-
ally assaulted her on the pre-
text of marriage. Following the
complaint, police arrested the
accused and sent him to jail on
May 1.

However, the accused was
released on bail about a week
ago. Upset over the situation,
the woman reached the court
premises and climbed the

water tank in an apparent bid
to draw attention to her
demand.

Fire brigade personnel
rushed to the scene. Taking
advantage of a moment when
the woman was distracted, the
rescue team climbed the tank
using a ladder and safely
brought her down.

She was later taken to the
Kotwali police station for fur-
ther counselling and question-
ing.
The incident is part of a
growing trend in Prayagraj and

Pratapgarh, where people
increasingly resort to dramatic
protests by climbing mobile
towers and water tanks to press
their demands or seek justice in
matters ranging from love
affairs and family disputes to
land conflicts and grievances
against the administration.
Reminiscent of the iconic scene
from the Bollywood film Sho-
lay, such acts have become a
recurring spectacle in the
region.

Between January 1 and June
18 this year, at least 14 such
cases have been reported in the
two districts. Of these, six inci-
dents occurred in Prayagraj
and eight in Pratapgarh. Nota-
bly, all but one of the protesters
were women or young girls,
highlighting a striking pattern
in these unconventional dem-
onstrations.

Verma had shared a Facebook
post on Wednesday featuring
photographs of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi along with Kan-
gana Ranaut and BJP leader Say-
oni Ghosh, a former Trinamool
Congress MP from West Bengal
who recently joined the BJP. In
the post, the MLA allegedly
wrote in Hindi: “Kangana
madam bach ke rehna, rakhna
poora hosh, kahi apki jagah na
hathiya le ye Sayani Ghosh (Kan-
gana Madam, stay alert and be
careful, lest Sayom Ghosh takes
your place).”

The post drew criticism from
several social media users and
BJP leaders, who termed the
remarks inappropriate and vio-
lative of the dignity of women.

In his complaint, Singh
alleged that the language used in
the post hurt the dignity and
honour of women and was unbe-
coming of a public representa-
tive. He further stated that such
comments on a public platform
could adversely affect social har-
mony and were contrary todem-
ocratic values and constitutional
decorum. “Acting on the com-
plaint, a case has been registered
against MLA RK Verma under
Section 352 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) pertaining
to intentional insult with the
intent to breach peace and Sec-
tion 67 of the Information Tech-
nology Act pertaining to publish-
ing or transmitting of obscene
material in electronic form,” said
Rajeev Tiwari, in-charge of
Cyber police station, Pratapgarh.
Further investigation is under-
way, he added.

Kangna Ranaut is a Lok Sabha
Member of Parliament repre-
senting Mandi since June 2024

Allahabad Cricket Association
constitutes committees

uaranteed that no
action would be taken.”

Kashi Railway Station is cur-
rently undergoing significant
redevelopment, which includes
the construction of three-storey
buildings at both entrances and
a 200-metre-long connecting
concourse.

Two cousins drown in pit
atillegal sand stockyard

HT Correspondent children in the morning and
PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad bearers and committee mem-  its senior and junior selection wandered around 400 metres
Cricket Association (ACA) con-  bers. The newly constituted committees. Salim Ahmad will | 'etters@htlive.com from their homes to an area
stituted various for i as  head the senior selection com- | PRAYAGRAJ: : Two cousins where sand had allegedly been

the smooth functioning and
development of cricket activities
in the district from the 2026-27
session onwards.

RP Bhatnagar, director and
chairman (Management), ACA,
made the appointments of office-

Anurag Srivastava as convener,
with LB Kala, Dr Anoop Kumar
Srivastava, Someshwar Pandey
and Shishir Mehrotra serving as
joint conveners for various port-
folios. Khursheed Ahmad Rain,
Ankit Pandey, Vivek Singh, Ajay
Kushwaha, Manoj Kumar, Prit-
esh Sonkar and Shehzade Alam

mittee, while Anurag Srivastava
has been appointed chairman of
the junior selection committee.
The senior selection committee
comprises Salim Ahmad (chair-
man), Shamsher Ali, Arvind
Singh, Shivam Yadav and Alok
Singh. The junior selection com-
mittee includes Anurag Srivas-

drowned in a pit at an alleged
illegal sand storage site in
Nevada village under the Sarai
Akil police station area of Kau-
shambi on Thursday morning,
officials said.

The victims were identified
as Deepanshu (6), and Aditya
(7). Both belonged to the fami-

stockpiled illegally. A large pit,
about 10 feet deep and filled
with water, was at the site. The
two children reportedly entered
the pit and drowned.

Other children accompany-
ing them alerted family mem-
bers, who rushed to the spot
along with villagers. After

pun)obnol'ioml bank <isna ﬁgaa s have been appointed assistant ~ tava (Chairman), LB Kala, | lies of labourersand wereresi- nearly an hour of efforts, the
... name you can BANK upon! 3 conveners for different opera-  Yogesh Singh Kushwaha, Balram | dents of Nevada village. boys were pulled out and taken
. tional responsibilities. Singh Yadav and Shahnawaz According to police, the boys  to a private hospital in Tilhapur,
ARMB VARANASI :- § 20/56 - D, Kenedy R°3d The Mall CAN'” s 221002 Ema|| bank.in The ACA hasalsoannounced ~ Khan as members. HTC had gone out to play with other ~ where doctors declared them
dead.
ALA The incident triggered grief
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