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The aaM aadmi Party dis-
pensationinPunjabFridayan-
nouncedtoraiseRs1,500crore
in fresh loans bynotifying the
sale of government securities,
themove coming days ahead
of the planned rollout of its
ambitious monthly financial
assistance towomen from the
first week of July. The fresh
borrowing takes the total loan
raised in the current fiscal to
Rs6,800crore.

according to two separate
notifications published in the
Gazette,thestatewillborrowRs
1,000 crore and Rs 500 crore
separately through four-year
tenuresecurities.Theauctions
are set for June 30, with pay-
mentsscheduled forJuly 1.

The notifications specify
that the stocks will be sold
throughauctionbytheReserve
Bankof india’sMumbaioffice.

TherepaymentisdueonJuly1,
2030 and interest will be paid
on January 1 and July 1 each
year.

The Punjab government
had raised Rs 2,500 crore on
May 19,Rs 1,300 crore onapril
21andRs1,500croreonapril2.

The government is prepar-
ingtodisburseinadvancethree
installmentsofthefinancialas-
sistanceundertheMukhMantri
MawanDhiyan Satkar Yojana,
underwhichithaspromisedRs
1,000permonthtogeneralcat-
egorywomen andRs 1,500 to
those from Scheduled caste
families. around 28 lakhwo-
menhavealreadyregisteredfor
theschemeandgovernmentes-
timatesthat itwillneedaround
Rs 1,500 crore to pay the ad-
vancetoeligiblebeneficiaries.

Punjabhasreliedonmarket
borrowingstofundvariouswel-
faremeasures and bridge rev-
enue gaps. Thewomen’s assis-
tance scheme is a key poll

promiseof theaaPthat isnow
being implemented.

Punjab’s public debt is pro-
jected to cross Rs 4.50 lakh
crore byMarch 2027, with net
borrowings for 2026-27 esti-
mated at nearly Rs 40,000
crore. a significant portion of
revenue goes towards salaries,
pensions,powersubsidies,and
interest payments, leaving li-
mited fiscal space.

Punjab congress chief
amarinderSinghRajaWarring
claiming that theaaPgovern-
mentwaspushing thestate to-
wardsbankruptcy.

“itisaclassiccaseofrobbing
Peter to pay Paul,” he said, ad-
ding the state was being con-
tinuouslyburdenedwithdebt.
“iamsure, theaaPwill leavea
bankrupt Punjab for the suc-
cessorgovernment,”hesaid.

The ludhianaMP said the
ruling party is aware theywill
soonbeoutofpower,andiscre-
atingmassive liabilities for the
next government. hewarned
thatitmaytakegenerationsfor
Punjab torepay these loans.

“The tragedy is that the
loans are not being taken for

any productive or purposeful
development but only for the
aaP’sextravagance.“Giventhe
past experience, it is obvious
that the loan money will be
used for unproductive pur-
poses like publicity that the
aaP desperately needs, to
coverupthemess it is in.”

he called for greater trans-
parency in how the borrowed
funds are used andwhat long-
termbenefitstheygeneratefor
thestate.

“Theissueisaccountability.
The people of Punjab deserve
to know how every borrowed
rupee is being spent andwhat
returnsitisgenerating,”hesaid
andaskedchiefMinisterBhag-
wantMannabouttotalborrow-
ingswinceMarch2022,andthe
major assets, infrastructure
projects, or long-term invest-
ments created from these bor-
rowings? “howmuch public
money has been spent on the
ongoing ‘lok Milni’ pro-
grammes,includinghelicopter
travel, event management,
publicity campaigns, logistics,
and other administrative ex-
penses?”heasked,

Aheadofdolerollout for
women,Punjabnotifies
Rs1,500-croreborrowing

MawaNdhiyaN SaTkar yojaNa: GovT To pay 3 iNSTalMENETS iN advaNcE

With this, theAAPgovernmenthas
already raisedRs6,800cr this fiscal

TakhT Sri hazur Sahib, NaNdEd

Maharashtra to consult Sikh
bodiesbefore tablingBill on
NandedSahibBoard:Dhillon

ExpressNewsService
Chandigarh, June26

PUNJaBBJP president Kewal
SinghDhillon Friday claimed
that theMaharashtra govern-
menthasdecidedtoconstitute
a committee for wider consul-
tations with religious bodies,
Sikh scholars and other stake-
holders before introducing a
draft legislation on Takht Sri
hazur Sahib Board in the as-
sembly. his remarks came as
Punjab leaders, including
formerUnionministerandShi-
romani akali Dal leader har-
simrat Kaur Badal, congress
MP Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawaandakaliDalWarisPun-
jab De leaderManpreet Singh
ayali, opposed the proposed
legislation.

The Punjab leaders' objec-
tions follow theMaharashtra
cabinet's approval of the deci-
sion to repeal theNandedSikh
Gurdwara Sachkhand Sri
hazurabchalnagar Sahibact,
1956 and bring in a new law,
which will pave the way for a
newadministrativeframework
governingthegurdwaraboard.

in a letter toFadnavis,har-
simrat said the Sikh commu-
nitywas anguished over plans
to change the character of the
Board. She informed that the
management of theTakhthad
also issued a 'gurmat' (collec-
tive edict) against the Maha-
rashtragovernment'sdecision.

She said the sentiments of
theSikhcommunity,theShiro-
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak
committee (SGPc) or hazuri
Sachkhand Diwan have not
been taken into account in
making thedecision.

There was a growing im-
pressionthatthismovewasan
attempt to end the autonomy
enjoyedbytheBoard,shesaid.

"Sikhs worldwide also per-
ceivethisasanattempttotake
completecontrolof theshrine
to the detriment of the com-
munity," harsimrat told the
chiefminister.

according to the Bathinda
MP, in February 2024, theMa-
harashtra government ame-
nded the act governing the
shrine by giving a go-ahead to
appoint12outof17membersof
theBoardthroughdirectnomi-
nation by the government. it
was rolledback later. "Therep-
resentationoftheSGPcwasre-
duced and that of the chief
KhalsaDiwanandhazuriSach-
khandDiwanwasabolishedal-
together. Though this amend-
ment was taken back after
massive protests by the SGPc
and local Sikh organisations,
thegovernment seems tohave
decided to bring similar
changes in the structure of the
Boardinthenewact,"shesaid.

She appealed to the cM to
withdraw the draft law. "This
will serve to diffuse the ten-
sion which has risen in the
Sikh community," the SaD
leader added.

congress MP Randhawa
saidrespectingtheautonomy,
religious sanctity and tradi-
tionsofSikh institutions is the
responsibility of every gov-
ernment and constitutional
authority.

in a statement, the former
Punjab deputy chiefminister
saidthatTakhtSrihazurSahib
is a centre of faith formillions
of Sikh devotees and any un-
necessaryinterferenceinitsre-
ligious and administrative af-
fairs not only hurts the
sentiments of the community
but also raises questions re-
garding established religious
traditionsandinstitutionalau-

tonomy.
Meanwhile, Dhillon said

he personally insisted that
broaderconsultationsmustbe
undertaken with the Sikh
Panth before any legislative
frameworkconcerningthead-
ministrationof theTakht is fi-
nalised.

hisinterventionwaspartof
a high-level discussion facili-
tated by BJP national spokes-
personRPSingh,whohadcon-
veyed community's concerns
to the Maharashtra cM. Re-
sponding promptly, Fadnavis
deputed his cabinet colleague
chandrashekharBawankuleto
conduct detailed discussions
on the matter, according to
Dhillon.

Dhillon thanked Fadnavis
“for respondingpositively and
with great sensitivity” to the
concerns of the Sikh commu-
nity. “Theirassuranceofwider
consultationsisdeeplyreassur-
ingandreflectsgenuinerespect
for the sanctity and spiritual
significanceofTakhtSrihazur
Sahib." he further said that
Takht Sri hazur Sahib is not
merelyaninstitutionbuta"liv-
ingsymbolofSikhfaith,sover-
eigntyandheritage,reveredby
Sikhsacross theglobe".

"any legislation touching
upon its administrationmust
be shaped through dialogue,
consensus,andthefullpartici-
pation of religious authorities
and the wider Sikh commu-
nity," he said, adding that the
BJPhasalwaysstoodasastead-
fast guardian of Sikh institu-
tions, traditions, and religious
sentiments.

Dhillon expressed confi-
dence that the committee
formedforwiderconsultations
would ensure that all Panthic
voices are heard, and that the
final legislative framework,
when brought forward, would
commandthetrustandrespect
of theentireSikhcommunity.

SAD’sHarsimrat,
Cong’sRandhawa
opposedraft law

ExpressNewsService
Jalandhar, June26

JalaNDhaRPolicehavear-
restedthree localyouthsforal-
legedly spying for Pakistan-
based handlers and sharing
sensitive information about
importantgovernmentandse-
curityestablishments.

Jalandhar Police commis-
sioner Satinder Singh said, “a
specialinvestigationteamcon-
stitutedunder the supervision
ofseniorofficers,DcP(investi-
gation), aDcP (investigation)
andDSP(investigation),ledthe
operationandarrestedPradeep
Singh, who has one case of
manhandling in thepast,Bha-
gat verma and Sachin Khosla,
all residentsofJalandhar.”

Policesaidall three(intheir
mid 20s) accused were en-
gaged in small-scale occupa-
tions and belonged tomodest
economic backgrounds. ac-
cording to police, their active
presence on social media led
them to establish contactwith
Pakistan-based handlers, who
subsequently recruited them
into thenetwork.

accordingtopolice,thetrio
hasbeenbookedundertheUn-
lawful activities (Prevention)
act(UaPa),andinvestigations
areunderway to identifyother
membersof thenetwork.

The police commissioner
said, “investigators obtained
crucial evidence, including
banktransactiondetails,digital
records and chat conversa-
tions, indicating their links
with Pakistan-based handlers.
Theaccusedused to receive fi-
nancial benefits from foreign
sources for carrying out anti-
nationalactivities.”

"Theaccusedinitiallycame
in contact with the handlers
through social media plat-
forms. During the investiga-
tion, it emerged that theywere
working on the directions of
ShahzadBhattiandSamajGur-
jar,whoarebelievedtobeoper-
ating fromPakistan and coor-
dinating activities through an
onlinenetwork,thepolicecom-
missionersaid.

The police commissioner
said, “The triowas involved in
collecting sensitive informa-
tionabout strategically impor-
tantgovernmentofficesandse-
curity-related installations. it
wasfoundduringtheinvestiga-
tion that the accused travelled
notonlyacrossPunjab,butalso
other states, gathering photo-
graphs,mapsandotherdetails
of key establishments before
sharing informationwiththeir
foreignhandlers.”

“Thematter ishighlysensi-
tive and directly linked to na-
tionalsecurity,”thepolicecom-
missionersaid.

Police confirmed recovery
ofsubstantialevidence,butde-
clinedtorevealdetailsofthein-
vestigation,citingsecuritycon-
cernsandtheongoingnatureof
theprobe.

Membersof theBharti KisanUnion (EktaUgrahan)protest the India-US tradedeal, inAmritsar, on
Friday. Theydemanded the rollbackof the tradedeal,measures tocurb rising fuel prices, andan
adequate supplyofurea to farmers. PTI

3held for spying
for Pak-based
handlers, booked
underUAPA:
Jalandhar police

ExpressNewsService
Jalandhar, June26

Policehave arrested aman
(31)forallegedlymurderinghis
friendandburyinghisbodybe-
neath a garbage dump in the
cantonment area, Jalandhar,
after the victim's bodywas re-
covered during an investiga-
tionof themissingperson.

Police identified the victim
asGurpreetSinghaliasNoni, a
residentofMohallaNo15,who
had beenmissing since June
22. Sudden disappearance of
thedeceased,whoworkedasa
part-timeDJ, had causeddeep
concern among family
members. on June 23, Gurp-

reet’sfamilyfiledamissingper-
soncomplaint.

During the investigation,
police examined footage from
several ccTv cameras in the
area. one particular recording
showedGurpreet entering the
garbagedumppremises,buthe
was never seen coming out,
whichraisedsuspicion.Follow-
ing this, investigators started
focusing on individuals work-
ingat thesite.

What linked thevictimand
the dumpwas the deceased’s
friend,Ravi,whoworkedatthe
yard. Police subsequently de-
tained him,whoallegedlycon-
fessed to the crime during in-
terrogation.onthenightofthe
incident, he andGurpreet had
beenconsumingalcoholwhen
anargumentescalated,leading
Ravi tokillhis friend.

To conceal the crime and
mislead police, Ravi allegedly

buried the body beneath gar-
bageatthedumpsite.healsore-
portedlydisposedofthevictim’s
motorcycle andmobile phone
bythrowingthemintoacanal.

after theconfession,police
usedabulldozertoexcavatethe
dump and recover the body.
The remains were then taken
into custody for further legal
andforensicprocedures.

a relative of the deceased,
Ranjit Singh, alleged that Ravi
may not have acted alone and
demanded that police investi-
gate the involvement of other
individuals aswell. Police said
the accusedhadbeenworking
forthepastsevenyearsasaJcB
operatorat theyard.

Jalandhar:Manmurders friend, buries
hisbody inaheapof garbage, arrested

Onerecordingshowedvictimenteringthe
dumpyard,butwasneverseencomingout;
followingthis, investigatorsdetainedhis
friend,Ravi,whoworkedattheyard
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