
88 terrorists
killed since launch of anti-terror 
operation on July 5, Pak o�cial said 
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US seeks Iran pledge to 
stop Hormuz ship attacks
Demands a public statement from Tehran assuring safety of all vessels

WASHINGTON

THE Trump administration is 
trying to extract a public pledge 
from Iran that the Strait  
of  Hormuz is open to all and it 
will stop firing at commercial 
ships. As per a BBC report, the 
US officials have conveyed the 
demand to Iran through region-
al mediators.

The CBS  reported that 
Trump also wants Iran to pub-
licly acknowledge 
that firing on the 
shipping was a mis-
take. Iran insisted on 
Saturday it had “kept 
its word” on the 
ceasefire.

T h e  c o m m e n t s 
mark a new low between the 
foes, after an exchange of  fire 
this week rocked an agreement 
to turn the months-long cease-
fire into durable peace and 
threatened a return to full-scale 
regional war. 

Trump said in a Truth Social 
post to “completely decimate” 
Iran if  it attempted or succeed-

ed in assassinating him. This 
came a day after the president 
agreed to further negotiations 
with Iran, even as he asserted 
that the ceasefire was over.

 While there have been no di-
rect talks between Iran and the 
United States since last month, 
Iranian media reported that a 
delegation from mediator Qa-
tar was in Tehran after the 
sides exchanged strikes.

“The Islamic Republic of  
Iran has asked us to 
continue talks. We 
have agreed to do so, 
but the United States 
has stated to them, in 
no uncertain terms, 
that the Cease Fire is 
OVER!” Trump post-

ed on Truth Social. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-

bas Araghchi hit back on Satur-
day, insisting that Tehran “has 
so far kept its word, unlike the 
so-called US Treasury Secre-
tary who is violating Para 9 of  
the MoU”, which states main-
taining of  the status quo before 
the war. AFP

US President Donald Trump departs the White House to Trump National Golf Club in 
Sterling, Virginia on Saturday |  AFP

TEHRAN 

IRAN’S supreme leader on  
Saturday vowed revenge for the 
US-Israeli killing of  his father, 
hours after President Donald 
Trump warned against any at-
tempt to assassinate him.

“Vengeance is the will of  our 
nation and must inevitably be 
carried out,” Mojtaba Khame-
nei said in a written message.

He became Iran’s supreme 
leader after his father Ali 
Khamenei’s killing in late Feb-
ruary by US-Israeli strikes, but 
has not been in public since be-
fore the war. 

“This matter depends neither 
on my personal existence nor 
on that of  other officials. 
Whether we are present or not, 
it will come to pass,” he wrote.

He said Iran had compiled a 
list of  individuals to be 
targeted. 

Hours earlier Trump had 
posted on his Truth Social plat-
form that any attempt to assas-
sinate him would lead the US to 
“completely decimate” Iran. 
“1000 Missiles are Locked and 
Loaded and aimed at the Islam-
ic Republic of  Iran, with thou-
sands of  more to immediately 
follow, should the Iranian Gov-
ernment act on its threat,” 
Trump wrote.  AFP

Iran’s supreme 
leader vows 
revenge for 
father’s killing

KEELUNG

NEARLY two million people 
have fled their homes in China 
as an approaching typhoon 
lashed northern Taiwan and 
Japan’s remote southwestern 
islands on Saturday, toppling 
trees and leaving several with-
out power.

Extreme weather has already 

wreaked havoc on southern 
and central China this week, 
with at least 39 dead, dozens of  
rivers overflowing and a 
bursted reservoir dam.

Typhoon Bavi is set to make 
landfall early on Sunday in the 
province of  Zhejiang, where 
more than 1.7 million people 
have been evacuated, state me-
dia reported.

Classes, work, transport and 
outdoor activities are suspend-
ed, and more than 400 flights 
and dozens of  train services 
are cancelled in the province.

“The proactive, all-out mobi-
lisation, which is sparing no ef-
fort or cost, is undertaken en-
tirely to guard against the 
(worst-case) scenario,” the gov-
ernment in Wenzhou, a metrop-

olis of  nearly 10 million people 
in Zhejiang, said. 

The government said, that 
the capital’s Miyun Reservoir 
was ramped up to capture po-
tential floodwaters. More than 
1,30,000 people have fled their 
homes in Fujian and around 
34,000 people from Shanghai’s 
coastal areas and high-risk ar-
eas, state media reported.  AFP

Nearly 20 lakh people flee homes in China  
as typhoon lashes Taiwan, Japan islands

NELSON MANDELA

IT ALWAYS 
SEEMS 

IMPOSSIBLE 
UNTIL IT’S  

DONE 
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