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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, Muza�ara-

bad, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur,

Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ...................34......30.9...... 25.5 Kurnool ........................... —......37.3...... 26.7

Ahmedabad............. —......36.4...... 27.2 Lucknow.......................34.5......32.3...... 26.2

Aizawl .....................8.6......28.6...... 19.8 Madurai ........................... —......40.0...... 27.5

Bengaluru................ —......28.4...... 21.6 Mangaluru......................6.5......30.1...... 25.2

Bhopal ..................... —......31.0...... 24.4 Mumbai ..........................0.4......32.5...... 27.0

Bhubaneswar .........2.4......34.2...... 27.0 Mysuru............................. —......26.0...... 20.2

Chandigarh...........92.3......32.3...... 22.2 New Delhi.....................33.6......33.3...... 25.8

Chennai ...................20......34.3...... 26.4 Patna............................... —......33.5...... 27.2

Coimbatore ............. —......32.4...... 22.8 Port Blair ........................5.9......31.0...... 26.3

Dehradun..............36.5......26.8...... 22.6 Prayagraj......................18.2......33.6...... 25.0

Gangtok ................27.1......23.2...... 18.6 Puducherry ..................... —......37.2...... 28.6

Goa.............................1......32.5...... 27.0 Pune ................................ —......30.6...... 23.7

Guwahati ..............31.6......33.7...... 25.4 Raipur.............................. —......34.0...... 25.9

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 23.0 Ranchi ............................0.8......28.9...... 23.4

Hyderabad............... —......34.9...... 25.2 Shillong ..........................0.3......25.2...... 17.8

Imphal ....................5.2......27.0...... 23.2 Shimla ..........................72.9......24.4...... 18.0

Jaipur ...................... —......35.6...... 28.2 Srinagar........................... —......34.5...... 19.4

Kochi........................28......29.2...... 25.0 Thiruvananthapuram ..........14......30.3...... 24.5

Kohima .................... —......25.0...... 20.0 Tiruchirappalli ................ —......38.7...... 27.4

Kolkata .................96.6......29.0...... 27.1 Vijayawada...................... —......38.3...... 28.0

Kozhikode ............22.6......28.9...... 24.9 Visakhapatnam................ —......31.8...... 27.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Jaisalmer,

Rajasthan recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 253

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Aizawl, Mizoram

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 14

Ahmedabad ..... .21 ..34 51 ..... 71 ...111 ......*

Bengaluru ........ .15 ..31 59 ...... — ...109 ......*

Chennai............ ...5 ....5 37 ..... 33 ...113 ......*

Delhi ................. ...8 ..23 38 ... 100 ...122 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .11 ..15 38 ..... 55 ....61 ......*

Kolkata............. .15 ..21 32 ..... 77 ....93 ......*

Lucknow........... ...5 ..29 45 ..... 39 ....45 ......*

Mumbai ............ .29 ....6 15 ... 110 ...107 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..25 39 ..... 40 ....75 ......*

Visakhapatnam .17 ..61 26 ..... 52 ...104 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

One more body was reco-
vered from the Kalladi de-
bris slip site in Wayanad,
Kerala, on Friday, taking
the death toll in the disas-
ter to seven. The deceased
was identi�ed as Rakesh
Guchait, 24, a surveyor
from East Midnapore in
West Bengal.

O�cials said emergency
teams recovered the body
downstream of the Mee-
nakshi river, almost 2.5 km
from the disaster site.

Agriculture Minister T.
Siddique said that his fami-
ly identi�ed the body and
it was shifted to the Vythiri
Taluk Hospital for post-
mortem examination. Af-
ter the procedure, the bo-
dy will be shifted to the
Kozhikode Government
Medical College Hospital
for embalming and repa-
triation to his native place,
he said. The debris slip oc-
curred near the entrance
of the under-construction
Wayanad tunnel road on
Tuesday. 

Rescue underway 
O�cials said the search
had entered its �nal phase,
with only one person still
reported missing, who has
been identi�ed as project
manager Bikram Singh Ra-
na from Himachal Pra-
desh. Heavy earthmovers,
specialised rescue equip-
ment, and sni�er dogs are
being used to trace the mis-
sing person. A review
meeting decided to con-
duct an extensive search
for the mission person in
Zone I and Zone II of the
disaster site on Saturday.

Death count
in Wayanad
debris slip
climbs to 7 
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T
he Greater Benga-
luru Authority
(GBA) has urged

the Supreme Court to ex-
tend the deadline for con-
ducting the elections to
369 wards across �ve city
corporations in Bengaluru
by four months — from Au-
gust 31 to December 31 —
citing “severe logistical
challenges” owing to the
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision in Karnataka.

Application �led by the
Chief Commissioner of the
GBA follows stringent ob-
servations made by the
court in a May 20 hearing,
accusing the local body of
even employing “delaying
tactics” to postpone the

civic polls. The time limit
for the civic polls had ear-
lier been June 30. 

The court, on May 20,
had said this would be
GBA’s “last chance”, and
speci�cally barred further
extensions of time for the
conduct of the elections.

In its applications �led
on June 9, the GBA said the

whole administrative ma-
chinery and human re-
sources of the �ve city cor-
porations were fully
engaged in the SIR exer-
cise. The SIR has claimed
the services of 8,872 booth
level o�cers, 938 booth le-
vel o�cers’ supervisors, 28
election registration o�c-
ers, 75 assistant election re-

gistration o�cers, besides
nodal o�cers, observers,
trainers, resource persons,
etc. Personnel had been
drawn from municipal cor-
porations, GBA and other
bodies.

“SIR is an extremely
manpower intensive exer-
cise entailing house-to-
house visits by the booth
level o�cers and also re-
quires day-to-day involve-
ment of complete supervi-
sory structure involving
other o�cers at all levels
up to District Election Of-
�cer… The GBA faces sev-
ere logistical challenges in
executing a robust election
by August 31 owing to the
overlapping of SIR and the
election to the �ve city cor-
porations of Bengaluru,”
the application said.

GBA moves SC to postpone
civic elections in Bengaluru

The GBA told the SC that the SIR requires fieldwork by booth-level

o�icers and daily monitoring by the election administration. 

Greater Bengaluru Authority cites SIR and seeks extension in deadline; says entire administrative

machinery and personnel from �ve election-bound corporations are involved in voter list revision
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The Andhra Pradesh Cabi-
net on Friday held an ex-
tensive discussion on the
growing misuse of social
media, with Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu di-
recting the Police Depart-
ment to launch a concert-
ed crackdown on
defamatory campaigns,
fake news and objectiona-
ble online content target-
ing political leaders and
the government. 

Mr. Naidu instructed the

senior police o�cials to im-
mediately constitute a ded-
icated task force to moni-
tor and take action against
those involved in character
assassination and the
spread of false information
on social media platforms.

The issue assumed polit-
ical signi�cance as Minis-
ters expressed serious con-
cern over videos and posts
allegedly aimed at malign-
ing public representatives
and the coalition govern-
ment. While reiterating
that freedom of expression
must be respected, the Ca-

binet made it clear that
abusive, defamatory and
unlawful content would
not be tolerated.

Senior police o�cials
made a detailed presenta-
tion before the Cabinet on
the challenges posed by
spread of misinformation
on social media and
cybercrime.

During the discussions,
Mr. Naidu advised leaders
of the ruling coalition not
to react emotionally to
“provocation from the YSR
Congress Party”, but at the
same time directed police

to take prompt legal action
wherever objectionable
and defamatory remarks
violated the law.

Cybercrime task force
The Cabinet directed the
appointment of an Inspec-
tor General-rank o�cer to
oversee cybercrime issues
and asked the Police De-
partment to operationalise
the proposed task force im-
mediately. If required, ex-
perts from outside the go-
vernment may also be
recruited to strengthen its
technical capabilities.

A.P. plans task force to �ght cybercrime
G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIJAYAWADA

The Secretary of the To-
bacco Control Division, Mi-
nistry of Health and Family
Welfare, informed the Ker-
ala High Court on Friday
that displaying the exact
percentage of nicotine and
tar levels on cigarette pack-
aging might mislead con-
sumers on health risks in
consuming cigarettes and
other tobacco products.

The Division Bench of
Chief Justice Soumen Sen
and Justice V.M. Shyamku-
mar was informed that the
Union government had de-
liberately refrained from
mandating the disclosure
of nicotine and tar content
on cigarette packaging.

The Ministry stated that
such disclosure would pro-
vide incomplete and po-
tentially misleading infor-
mation regarding the
overall health risks asso-
ciated with tobacco con-
sumption. It was further
stated that the World
Health Convention of To-
bacco Control discouraged
the display of the quantity
of harmful ingredients as
international experience
had shown that consumers
frequently misinterpreted
such information.

The a�davit was �led in
response to the court’s sug-
gestion to consider print-
ing accurate quantities of
ingredients on cigarette
packets. The court was
considering a public inter-
est litigation �led by M.
Sangeerthana of Ernaku-
lam seeking strict control
in consumption of ciga-
rettes and other tobacco
products.

Content details
may mislead
consumers of
tobacco: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI


