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 Germany inks deal with US to buy Tomahawk missiles
BERLIN

GERMANY has struck a deal to 
buy US-made Tomahawk cruise 
missiles and station them in the 
country, Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz said Thursday.

The agreement on the long-
range missiles, which are used 
to strike targets deep inside en-
emy territory, was reached this 
week on the sidelines of  the 
NATO summit in Turkey’s capi-
tal, Ankara, Merz said.

“This will close an important 
strategic gap in our defense, and 

at the same time, we will work to 
develop our own European sys-
tems and station them 
in Europe,” he told the 
German parliament af-
ter returning from the 
two-day summit.

The deal struck with 
the Trump administra-
tion amounts to broad-
er export of  US know-
how to some of  its 
major allies in Europe, 
whose security posture 
has been upended by Russia’s 
full-scale invasion of  Ukraine in 

early 2022.
The Tomahawk cruise missile 

has been in the U.S. mil-
itary’s inventory since 
the 1980s. While slow by 
missile standards, it 
flies around 100 feet 
(about 30 meters) off  
the ground, making it 
harder to detect by de-
fense systems.

The Tomahawk has a 
range of  around 1,600 
kilometers (1,000 miles) 

and precision guidance systems 
that make it the go-to weapon for 

striking targets that are deep in-
land or in hostile territory.

The deal centers a U.S. com-
mitment to give Germany ap-
proval in August to procure an 
undisclosed number of  Toma-
hawks and cor responding 
ground-based Typhoon launch-
ers. Deployment of  US person-
nel to operate the systems was 
not part of  the letter of  intent 
signed on Tuesday that under-
pins the agreement. Successive 
Ger man gover nments have  
been seeking such a  deal  
since 2023.   AP

German Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz

ANKARA, DUBAI, TEHRAN

THE United States launched 
new airstrikes against Iran ear-
ly Thursday, and Tehran re-
sponded by targeting US-allied 
Mideast countries in an ex-
change of  fire that derailed an 
interim deal intended to help 
end the war in the Middle 
East.

Back-and-forth attacks, in-
cluding a day earlier, have re-
peatedly threatened the cease-
fire. But Thursday’s appeared 
bigger all around, with sirens 
sounding at least three times in 
Bahrain, home to the U.S. 

Navy’s 5th Fleet headquar-
ters, and missiles targeting Ku-
wait and Qatar. After leaving a 
NATO summit in Turkey, 
Trump on Thursday posted sev-
eral videos on his social media 
site of  what he said were explo-
sions in Iran and issued another 
war ning to  the Islamic 
Republic.

“This is in retribution for yes-
terday’s bombing of  ships by 
Iran. If  it happens again, it will 
get much worse!” Trump wrote. 
Trump also renewed his past 
threats to hit Iran’s civilian in-
frastructure, including electric 
and desalination plants, and to 
seize Kharg Island, through 
which some 90% of  Iranian oil 
exports pass.

The exchange of  fire began 
after Iran attacked three tank-
ers in the Strait of  Hormuz on 
Tuesday. 

The new attacks, despite the 
ceasefire, could reflect a divide 
among Iran’s leadership. 

Hard-liners want to ensure 
lasting control over the Strait 
of  Hormuz, a critical lever in 
confronting the West. 

Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Qalibaf, a key ne-
gotiator in talks seeking a per-
manent end to the war, was 
defiant in a post on X on Thurs-
day morning: “America still 
hasn’t learned that bullying 
and breaking promises are no 
longer cost-free. Let me put it 
plainly: If  you strike, you’ll  
get hit.”    AP

Israel says ready  
to attack Iran  
third time
TEL AVIV: Israel’s Defence 
Minister Israel Katz on 
Thursday said his country 
was prepared to resume 
its military campaign 
against Iran if needed, 
vowing to do so “with 
even greater force”. “The 
army is ready and on 
alert for a resumption of 
fighting, in order to 
regain air superiority and 
strike again... in Iran, to 
eliminate threats, 
including a third time if 
necessary. If we have to 
go back, we will go back, 
with even greater force,” 
Katz said at a military 
ceremony.

Jordan's military 
says it intercepted 
8 missiles
AMMAN: The Jordanian 
military said it 
intercepted eight missiles 
fired from Iran on 
Thursday, while the 
Islamic republic said it 
targeted a US base there 
amid a new exchange of 
strikes between Tehran 
and Washington. 
“Jordanian air defence 
systems intercepted and 
shot down, today, 
Thursday, eight missiles 
that were launched from 
Iran toward Jordanian 
territory,” the military 
said in a statement. In 
Kuwait, the military said 
falling debris wounded 
one person as the nation 
shot down three missiles, 
a cruise missile and 
drones. Bahrain said it 
shot down incoming fire, 
without elaborating.

 ‘It will get worse’ if  
attacks continue: 
Trump warns Iran
Iran warns of retribution, says US  
hasn’t learned bullying isn’t cost-free

File photograph of children wading in water with 
cargo ships at anchor in the Strait of Hormuz off 
Bandar Abbas, Iran. Traffic in the strait has dropped 
since Wednesday |  AP

THE HAGUE

THE global chemical weap-
ons watchdog on Thursday 
reinstated Syria’s voting 
rights at the body, reward-
ing Damascus for “con-
structive engagement” 
with the organization and a 
willingness to destroy pre-
viously hidden stockpiles 
of  toxic munitions.

The decision by the ex-
ecutive council of  the Or-

ganization for the Prohibi-
tion of  Chemical Weapons 
underscores a new era of  
cooperation since the oust-
er of  former President 
Bashar Assad in 2024, and 
comes five years after Syr-
ia’s voting rights were sus-
pended as a punishment for 
the repeated use of  toxic 
gas by Damascus. It was the 
first time a member state 
had been hit with such a 
sanction.                            AP

Chemical weapon body 
gives Syria its voting rights


