
with the UGC norms. 
The candidates registered for

the PhD programme prior to
implementation of UGC Regula-
tion 2009, shall be governed by
the provisions of the then exist-
ing Ordinances/Bye-laws/Regu-
lations. The fulfilment of these
conditions is to be certified by
the Registrar or the Dean (Aca-
demic Affairs/Concerned Fac-
ulty of the University con-
cerned.

Besides, the marking pattern
has been clearly laid down for
academic achievements right
from matriculation level to
post-graduation and UGC NET-
CSIR to avoid controversies or
fudging. The merit list will be
prepared on the basis of com-
bined score in interview and
academics. 
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NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court
on Friday refused to send
Sonam Raghuvanshi, the prime
accused in the alleged murder
of her husband Raja Raghuvan-
shi during their honeymoon in
Meghalaya last year, back to jail
for now, even as it expressed
serious reservations over the
Meghalaya high court order
granting her bail.

A bench of justices MM Sun-
dresh and Sheel Nagu admitted
the Meghalaya government’s
appeal challenging the June 29
high court judgment and issued
notice to Raghuvanshi, but
declined to stay the bail order
after learning that she had
already been released from cus-
tody.

“Prima facie, we would have
stayed the order of bail but
since she has already been
released, we would not want to
intervene,” observed the bench,
posting the matter for hearing

on July 9.
The court indicated that

while it was not impressed by
the reasoning adopted by the
high court, it was equally con-
scious of the consequences of
sending an accused back to
prison after release on bail.

“We are conscious that how-
soever grave the alleged offence
is, there is a presumption of
innocence,” stated the bench,
adding that it would consider
passing appropriate orders on
expediting the trial after Raghu-
vanshi files her response.

The case relates to the mur-
der of 29-year-old Indore busi-
nessman Raja Raghuvanshi,

who travelled to Meghalaya
with Sonam after their marriage
in May 2025. They went missing
after checking out of a home-
stay in Nongriat on May 23.
Raja’s body was later recovered
from a gorge near Weisawdong
Falls in Sohra, while Sonam was
traced days later in Uttar Pra-
desh.

On Friday, the Meghalaya
police, represented by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, argued
that the case involved a “shock-
ing” and “pre-meditated” mur-
der and that the high court had
erred in granting bail on what
was essentially a typographical
error in the arrest documents.

He told the bench Raghuvan-
shi’s bail had been rejected on
three occasions, with courts
recording prima facie material
pointing to her role in the mur-
der. Mehta contended that the
high court granted bail solely
because arrest-related docu-
ments mistakenly referred to
Section 403 of the BNS instead
of Section 103.

SC refuses jail to Sonam in 
Raja Raghuvanshi murder

SC expressed reservations over 
Meghalaya HC’s bail order.

{  }

yanath government’s decision to 
form the SIT, given the ramifica-
tions of the alleged irregularities 
for the BJP ahead of the Uttar Pra-
desh assembly elections due early
next year.  Hosabale noted that
the Uttar Pradesh government
constituted the SIT at the request
of the Trust and initiated legal
proceedings based on its recom-
mendations. “It is essential to
ensure that anyone found guilty
faces severe punishment,” Hosa-
bale said. 

Meanwhile, senior BJP leader
and former three-time MP from 
Faizabad Vinay Katiyar on Friday
asserted that the sanctity of the 
Ram temple must be upheld irre-
spective of the ongoing investiga-
tion into alleged embezzlement of
donations.

AYODHYA PROBE Prof Shankar Dutt, retired
professor of English at Patna
University, however, said he
was at a loss how ad hoc
arrangement would provide sta-
bility and quality in higher edu-
cation. “I really don’t know how
to respond to such arrange-
ment, as even the past ones did
not evoke much confidence. All
we can do is to keep fingers
crossed. Higher education is too
serious a business to be dealt
through interim measures. I
hope highly qualified candi-
dates feel tempted to apply,” he
added. 

have ridiculed the exercise,
saying that the party was rely-
ing on ‘machines’ than ‘men’.
“Congress party has mostly
treated Bihar as an experiment
ground, despite all previous
innovative ideas to strengthen
the organisation miserably fail-
ing to yield any results. 

“The party never tried to
stand on its own by launching
massive campaigns to connect
people. We are seldom seen
on streets, taking up causes
of the common people. Holding
meetings and addressing press
conferences in Sadaquat
Ashram would enhance
the party’s influence. Instead
of sweating it out among
the masses, the party often
resorts to alliances politics as a
convenient way to stay rele-
vant,” said a former vice presi-
dent,

BPCC chief Rajesh Ram and
Allavaru could not be con-
tacted for their comments,
despite several attempts.

BIHAR CONGRESS
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DHANBAD:  A day after launch-
ing a citywide anti-encroach-
ment drive to ease traffic conges-
tion, Giridih municipal corpora-
tion on Friday demolished
alleged illegal portions of a
three-storey commercial build-
ing near Ambedkar Chowk on
Bus Stand Road in Mobile Gali
area for violating building bye-
laws.

On Thursday, the civic body
removed roadside encroach-
ments from Ambedkar Chowk to
Tower Chowk, Court Road, Zila
Parishad Chowk and Kalibari
Chowk. Street vendors and foot-
path shopkeepers were cleared
from the roadsides, fines were
imposed on several encroachers,
goods were seized, and traffic
police issued challans to illegally
parked vehicles. Authorities also
warned that legal action would
be taken against those who reoc-
cupied the cleared areas.

Continuing its enforcement
drive, the corporation on Friday
began demolishing the unautho-
rised portions of the commercial
building amid heavy police force
and barricades.

Municipal officials said the
building owner was among 11
property owners who had been
served repeated notices for alleg-
edly violating building regula-
tions. They were directed to
remove the unauthorised por-
tions within the stipulated time.

PORTIONS OF 
ILLEGAL BUILDING 
DEMOLISHED 
IN GIRIDIH

Debashish Sarkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMSHEDPUR:  The fifth death
due to cerebral malaria has been
reported from Adityapur even as
64 new brain malaria patients
were detected in testing of 1,223
samples in 25 villages under the
Potka Block of East Singhbhum
district in Jharkhand, officials
said on Friday. 

The state health department
has also issued a statewide alert
in its directive to all the deputy
commissioners across the state
in view of spread of brain
malaria in East Singhbhum dis-
trict, particularly in Potka Block.

Officials said at least 328 brain
malaria patients had been identi-
fied in Potka Block alone of
which four minor children have
already died. “12-year-old Gudiya
Das from Adityapur died of
brain malaria during treatment
at Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Medical College Hospital. She
was suffering from sickle cell
anemia already,” a health
department officer said. 

An expert team from the
Union health ministry has also
reached Potka even as the state

health secretary Ajay Kumar
Singh directed all the DCs to
undertake fever survey in areas
where brain malaria patients are
being detected. 

“We have cancelled the leaves
of all health workers. Fogging
drive will be carried out in 11 vil-
lages attached to the Potka com-
munity health centre where
seven patients are currently
undergoing treatment. Four of
them are serious,” Dr Sahir Pal,
East Singhbhum civil surgeon,
told HT on Friday.

Meanwhile, people and
patients were facing a harrowing
time in Potka CHC with the 108
ambulance getting dysfunc-
tional. 

“Prepare action plan and fix
accountability at all levels.
Undertake active survey with the
help of multipurpose health
workers, Sahiyas and ANMs in
areas where more numbers of
brain malaria patients are being
detected. Make rapid diagnostic
test kit and medicines to the
sahiyas and MPWs and spray
anti-larvae pesticides and germi-
cides for vector control,” the
health secretary has written to
the DCs. 

J’khand: Brain malaria 
rages as toll reaches 5
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