
9 CISF personnel,
driver injured as
vehicle overturns
in J&K’s Katra
JAMMU, June 29 (PTI) 

NINE Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) per-
sonnel were injured, three
of them critically, when
their vehicle overturned
near Katra in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi district on
Monday, officials said. 

The vehicle was on CISF
duty when it turned turtle
near a sharp turning point
on the Tarakote-Balini
route, they said, adding the
driver also suffered injuries.
Overall, ten people were
injured in the incident.

Three CISF personnel
who suffered serious
injuries were shifted to the
Government Medical
College (GMC) hospital in
Jammu, while seven others
sustained minor injuries
and were taken to the Katra
Community Health Centre
(CHC).

AC blast triggers
fire on 21st floor
flat in Noida; no
casualties

NOIDA, June 29 (PTI) 

A BLAST in an air-condi-
tioner unit triggered a fire in
a flat on the 21st floor of a
residential society in Noida
on Monday morning, fire
officials said.

No casualties or injuries
were reported in the inci-
dent, they said. 

The fire broke out in a flat
at the Aranya Society in
Sector 119 around 8:50 am,
Chief Fire Officer Pradeep
Kumar said.

Six fire tenders were
rushed to the spot which
brought the blaze under
control in about half an
hour, he said.

According to the fire
department, the blaze was
triggered by an explosion in
an air-conditioner unit
installed in the flat.

“The family was asleep
when the AC unit exploded,
triggering the fire. The blaze
was doused promptly and
no casualties or injuries
were reported in the inci-
dent,” Kumar said.

Assam Police bust
fake govt job
racket, arrest 7
GUWAHATI, June 29 (PTI) 

ASSAM Police have busted a
fake job racket and arrested
seven people for swindling
people of lakhs of rupees on
the promise of providing
Government employment,
officials said on Monday.

According to officials, the
gang allegedly used to issue
forged appointment letters
with fabricated Government
seals and false recruitment
notices in the name of the
Water Resources
Department. “The accused,
operating as part of an
organised racket, allegedly
cheated job-seeking youths
of substantial sums of mon-
ey,” an official said. “Victims
were made to believe that
they were being offered
legitimate Government
employment. A case has
been registered.
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JAMMU/SRINAGAR, June 29 (PTI) 

PRATHAM pujas were held on
Monday in Jammu and at the
cave shrine of Amarnath, mark-
ing the ceremonial start of the
annual pilgrimage beginning July
3. Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha performed traditional rit-
uals at the cave shrine while
another pratham puja was held
for the first time in Jammu city
as a part of ‘maha yagya’ on the
banks of the Tawi river.

The annual 57-day pilgrimage
is scheduled to begin on July 3
from the twin routes - the 48-km
traditional Pahalgam track in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag dis-
trict and the shorter but steep-
er 14-km Baltal route in central
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district.

The first batch of pilgrims will
be flagged off from the Bhagwati

Nagar base camp in Jammu on
July 2. It will culminate on August
28 on Raksha Bandhan.

Sinha performed the pratham

puja, sought the blessings of Baba
Barfani and prayed for peace,
prosperity, health and well-being
of all.

NEW DELHI, June 29 (PTI) 

UNION Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday assured the
chief ministers of Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh of all possi-
ble assistance from the Centre
for flood relief operations in the
two States battered by heavy rain,
officials said.

Shah dialled Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu to take
stock of the situation arising from
flash floods and heavy monsoon
rains.

According to the Assam State
Disaster Management Authority
(ASDMA), nearly 16,000 people
were affected by floods in 69 vil-
lages across four revenue circles
in Dhemaji.

In a social media post, Sarma
said he briefed Shah on the relief
and rehabilitation measures
presently underway.

“He has also assured us all pos-

sible support and assistance from
the Government of India to deal
with this situation,” he said.

“I thank Hon’ble Home
Minister Shri @AmitShah Ji for
his phone call and enquiring
about the flood situation in
Dhemaji,” he added.

Arunachal Pradesh continued
to receive torrential rains on
Monday, resulting in devastating

floods that disrupted road con-
nectivity, damaged infrastruc-
ture and
claimed lives in
around 12 dis-
tricts across the
state.

Floods and
l a n d s l i d e s
caused by inces-
sant rainfall

were also reported in several oth-
er parts of Arunachal 
Pradesh, where houses were
inundated and infrastructure
damaged, prompting the local
administrations to launch rescue
and evacuation operations, they
said.

Rescue operations involving
the Indian Air Force were sus-
pended overnight due to poor vis-
ibility but resumed on Monday.
The IMD has forecast more heavy
rain accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning over East
Siang and neighbouring districts,
including Leparada, Lower Siang,
Lower Subansiri and Papum Pare.
VEHICLES STRANDED AS

HEAVY RAINS TRIGGER MUD-
SLIDE ON MUGHAL ROAD:
Hundreds of vehicles were
stranded after heavy rains trig-
gered a mudslide on the Mughal
Road, disrupting traffic on the key
route connecting the districts of
Rajouri and Poonch with the
Kashmir Valley, officials said.

The mudslide, triggered by
continuous heavy rainfall,
blocked a stretch of over half a
kilometre of road near Pir Ki Gali,
bringing traffic to a halt, they
said.

As a result, hundreds of vehi-
cles, including passenger cars
and goods carriers, remained
stranded on both sides of the

affected stretch, they said.
Officials said road clearance

teams and machinery have been
pressed into service to remove
the debris and restore 
traffic. They advised commuters
to avoid unnecessary travel 
on the route until the road is
cleared and weather conditions
improve.

The Mughal Road serves as an
important alternative link
between the Jammu region’s twin
border districts of Rajouri and
Poonch with the Kashmir val-
ley’s Shopian district, and is par-
ticularly vital for residents of the
twin border districts of Rajouri
and Poonch. 

GANDHINAGAR, June 29 (IANS)

GUJARAT’S ongoing water conservation
drive under the ‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal
Abhiyan’ has increased water storage
capacity by 20,789 lakh cubic feet this
year, taking the cumulative rise over the
past eight years to a record 1,38,039 lakh
cubic feet, Water Resources and Water
Supply Minister Ishwarsinh Patel said on
Monday. 

The initiative, implemented in align-
ment with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
‘Catch the Rain’ campaign, has evolved
into a large-scale public participation pro-

gramme aimed at improving
groundwater levels and
expanding water conservation
infrastructure across Gujarat.

“With the objective of
increasing water storage
capacity across the state and
raising groundwater levels, the
‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal Abhiyan’
has become a significant pub-
lic movement through partic-

ipation of citizens,” Patel said.
According to the minister, the cam-

paign was launched statewide on February
23 in Gandhinagar by Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel. 

By May, a total of 13,315 works had been
completed across various departments
through coordinated implementation.

These works include 2,450 projects for
deepening ponds, 3,661 desilting works
of check dams, and 1,160 repair works of
check dams.In addition, canals covering
626 kilometres and drains stretching 1,277
kilometres were cleaned as part of the pro-
gramme. 

CHANDIGARH, June 29 (PTI)

AKAL Takht Jathedar Giani Kuldip Singh
Gargajj on Monday directed the Punjab
Government to address objections con-
cerning the anti-sacrilege law within a
month.

He passed this direction at a gathering
of all Sikh MLAs and Cabinet Ministers of
Punjab after being summoned by Akal
Takht in Amritsar. Jathedar Giani Kuldip
Singh Gargajj, on June 15, had directed all
Sikh Legislators, regardless of party affil-
iation, and Sikh Ministers to appear before
the highest temporal seat of Sikhs for their
clarification after it objected to the anti-
sacrilege law -- Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act, 2026 -- say-
ing that it was enacted without consult-
ing the Sikh Panth.Addressing the MLAs
at Akal Takht, Gargajj asked the State
Government to address their objections
within one month by bringing suitable
amendments to the law, and urged it not
to interfere in religious affairs.

Gargajj also handed over a list of objec-
tions to the MLAs, including one regard-
ing the replacement of the word ‘Bir’ with
‘saroop’ (a copy of the Guru Granth Sahib).

The Jathedar told the MLAs and
Ministers that the Vidhan Sabha had no
right to decide on the Sikh language, and
asserted that only Akal Takht could take a
call on the matter. He also pointed to cer-
tain provisions of the law to which the Akal

Takht had objections.He, however, stated
that he had no objection to punishing
those who are guilty of desecrating the Guru
Granth Sahib.

The Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Satkar (Amendment) Bill, 2026, was unan-
imously passed by the Punjab Assembly
on April 13.

It includes a provision for stricter pun-
ishment, including life imprisonment for
any act of sacrilege against the Guru Granth
Sahib. Speaking to reporters before the
appearance of MLAs in Amritsar on
Monday, Jathedar Gargajj slammed the
AAP Government for allegedly interfering
in religious affairs and the authority of the
Akal Takht, and accused the party of try-
ing to come between the Guru and the
Sikh through the anti-sacrilege law.

“We should not all go against Guru Panth
and Guru Granth Sahib. We should go as
per the sentiments of the Sikh Panth,” he
said.Among the Sikh Cabinet ministers
who have been summoned are Harpal
Singh Cheema, Ravjot Singh, Gurmeet
Singh Khudian, Baljit Kaur, Balbir Singh,
Harbhajan Singh, Punjab Assembly
Speaker Kultar Singh Sandhwan, AAP MLAs
Kuldip Singh Dhaliwal, Inderbir Singh
Nijjar, leader of opposition Partap Singh
Bajwa, Congress MLAs Pargat Singh, Rana
Gurjit Singh, Barindermeet Singh Pahra,
Tript Rajinder Singh Bajwa, Sukhpal Singh
Khaira and Akali MLA Ganieve Kaur
Majithia.

Akal Takht gives Punjab one month to
address anti-sacrilege law objections 

Guj’s Jal Abhiyan boosted water storage
capacity by 20,789 lakh cubic ft this yr

Dark smoke and flames 
billow after a fire broke out
in a flat of Aranya Society, in
Noida on Monday. (PTI)

Shah assures all possible help to flood-hit Assam, Arunachal

A view of the Mumbai-Vadodara interchange junction on the Mumbai-Delhi Expressway corridor at
Virar, in Palghar district, Maharashtra. (PTI)

J&K LG performs ‘Pratham
Puja’ at Amarnath cave

A railway bridge tilts after severe bank erosion caused by heavy
rainfall between Archipathar and Simen Chapari stations, in
Dhemaji district, Assam on Monday.  (PTI)

Water Resources and Water Supply Minister
Ishwarsinh Patel reviewing a project. (File photo)


