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JUST a week into Plus-I classes, 
several cases of  bullying have 
been reported from the govern-
ment schools in Kasaragod. 
Three students, two from Class 
XI and one from Class IX, suf-
fered injuries and harassment 
from their seniors in three dif-
ferent schools since Tuesday.   

In the latest incident that 
happened at Belloor Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School 
on Thursday, a Class XI student 
identified as Salmanul Faris 
was beaten up by his seniors. 
They thrashed him for not fas-
tening the top button of  his 
shirt. He was pushed down to 
the ground and was kicked and 
beaten repeatedly. 

The student said he was on 
his way to drink of  water on 
Thursday morning when the 
seniors rounded him up. When 
they asked him why he hadn't 
buttoned his shirt, he confront-
ed them like why they hadn't 
done it. The irked students 
thrashed him violently, he said. 
He was taken to a hospital in 

Mulleria 
and was 
later tak-
en to Kasaragod General Hospi-
tal, where he was treated for 
his injuries. 

The Adhur police recorded 
the statement of  the student. 
On Tuesday, a clash broke out 
between Class XI and Class XII 
students in the same school. 
Following the incident, the 
school management declared a 
holiday on Wednesday, fearing 
that the violence may spread. 
The school has decided to con-
vene an emergency PTA meet-
ing on Thursday, but the inci-
dent happened before that. 

Meanwhile, the Vidyanagar 
police have registered a case 
against 20 persons, Class XII 
students of  Edneer Govern-

ment Higher Secondary School, 
for attacking the Class XI stu-
dent Muhammed Musthafa 
from Bovikanam on Wednes-
day afternoon on the school 
premises. They wrung his 
hands, pushed him down to the 
ground, and stamped on him 
repeatedly. They also thrashed 
his face. The police booked the 
students under relevant provi-

sions of  BNS. The police offi-
cials said that they can invoke 
the sections for ragging once 
the schools' anti-ragging com-
mittees submit their report 
concluding that the incident 
was ragging.   

Earlier on Tuesday, a group 
of  Class X students thrashed a 
Class IX student identified as 
Nihal from Olayam. A few sen-
ior students called him out of  
the class, but he refused. After 
school hours, around 10 stu-
dents rounded him up and 
thrashed him. He managed to 
wriggle out and fled, hiding in 
a bus stand in Kumbla. But the 
seniors caught hold of  him 
again when he attempted to 
board a bus and hit him and 
stabbed his head with a key. 

He fainted in the attack, and 
one of  the bystanders rushed 
Nihal to Kumbla Cooperative 
Hospital for treatment. The 
Kumbla police said that they 
would register a case once the 
formal complaint is received. 
There have been a series of  vio-
lent incidents reported from 
Kumbla Government Higher 
Secondary School. 
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Government changed. Governance didn’t. An FIR has been filed against an ordinary 
Malayalee. His phone has been seized. His offence? He questioned Home Minister @
RameshChennithala’s association with an absconding criminal and what appears to 
be political protection extended to him. If the@VDSatheesan Government believes 
every Malayalee who questions it deserves a police case, then half of Keralam will end 
up behind bars. This is #NewIndia. 
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Man booked for possessing 
phone, SIM cards in prison
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kasaragod   

THE Cheemeni police have 
booked a case against the 
convict prisoner from Chee-
meni Open Prison for ille-
gally possessing a mo-
bile phone and two 
SIM cards. He was 
caught during an
inspection by the 
senior prison au-
thorities on Wednes-
day evening.   

The prisoner has been 
identified as Rakhil, a na-
tive of  Cheemeni. The 
smartphone and SIM cards 
were found in D Barrack by 
t h e  t e a m  o f  p r i s o n 
authorities.

 Based on an email com-

plaint from the prison, the 
Cheemeni police booked 
him under the Kerala Pris-
ons and Correctional Serv-
ices (Management) Act, 
2010, section 86 (2) for pos-
sessing unauthorised elec-

tronic devices, includ-
ing mobile phones, 

inside the prison. 
The conviction 

under the section 
includes two years 

of  imprisonment 
and a fine of  Rs 10,000 

or both. 
Based on the complaint, 

the Cheemeni police have 
commenced their investiga-
tion. Cheemeni is one of  the 
two open prisons and cor-
rectional homes for male 
prisoners. 

Residents-led mission 
launched to eradicate 
invasive African snails
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur

RESIDENTS of  Kizhakkumbad 
and Vellur, east wards of  the 
Payyannur municipality, have 
been participating in a special 
drive for the past 15 days to 
tackle the spread of  invasive 
African snails, which has be-
come a serious threat to agri-
culture and public life in the 
area. 

The campaign was launched 
following a rap-
id rise in the 
population of  
the invasive 
species during 
monsoon, caus-
ing widespread 
concern among 
local residents. 
They have been destroying ag-
ricultural crops and spreading 
around residential areas, creat-
ing challenges for farmers and 
posing concerns over environ-
mental cleanliness and public 
hygiene. 

Residents have also expressed 
concern that their rapid spread 
in the area could increase the 
risk of  disease transmission.  
To tackle the menace, the mu-
nicipality has been conducting 
awareness sessions for resi-
dents involved in collecting and 
disposing of  the snails from dif-
ferent parts of  the wards. 

The eradication drive is be-
ing carried out under the lead-
ership of  Payyanur municipal 

chairman Sarin Sasi and ward 
councillors O Sumathi, C Chan-
dran master and K V Jyothi, 
with the active participation of  
members of  local youth clubs 
and volunteers.

As part of  the campaign, vol-
unteers are using a combina-
tion of  salt, turmeric solution 
and tobacco decoction to de-
stroy the invasive species be-
fore disposing of  them safely. 
So far, thousands of  snails have 

already been 
d e s t r o y e d 
through the 
ongoing drive. 

"The popula-
tion of  African 
snails has in-
creased rapid-
ly in two wards 

of  the municipality, creating 
serious concerns for residents. 
To ensure the invasive species 
are disposed of  safely and sci-
entifically, we have been organ-
ising awareness classes led by 
environmentalists for those 
participating in the eradication 
drive. The snails are being 
treated with salt before being 
buried in specially dug pits to 
ensure their safe disposal and 
prevent further spread," said 
Sarin Sasi, chairman of  the 
Payyanur municipality.

The authorities said that 
awareness and eradication ac-
tivities will continue until the 
s n a i l s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y 
eliminated.

Massive spike in bullying incidents 
in Kasaragod government schools 

Remove footpath cable clutter or face legal action: Collector
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur 

KANNUR District Collector P 
Vishnuraj has directed cable 
operators to immediately re-
move cable wires piled up on 
footpaths across the city, warn-
ing that strict legal action, in-
cluding proceedings under the 

Disaster Management Act, will 
be initiated if  the obstructions 
are not cleared without delay. 

The collector stated that pe-
destrian movement has become 
difficult due to cables being left 
carelessly on sidewalks, posing 
a serious risk to public safety. 

After installation or mainte-

nance work, excess cable is of-
ten rolled up and hung instead 
of  being properly secured or re-
moved. Over time, these cable 
bundles loosen and fall onto 
footpaths, creating hazards for 
pedestrians. Such cable ob-
structions are particularly dan-
gerous near bus stops, where 

large numbers of  people gather. 
Similar issues have been re-
ported at the bus stop near the 
R Shankar statue at Thavakka-
ra and at the bus stop in front 
of  Kannur University, where 
improperly placed cables have 
been causing inconvenience 
and safety concerns for com-

muters. Authority has also no-
ticed that cable wires laid care-
lessly along the footpath in 
front of  Kannur Municipal 
High School are obstructing pe-
destrian movement, creating 
inconvenience and raising safe-
ty concerns for students and 
the general public.

Talks going 
on to resolve 
nurses' strike
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kannur

TALKS to resolve the 55-day-
long strike by nurses of  six pri-
vate hospitals in the district, 
convened under the leadership 
of  the district collector, began 
on Thursday, and will continue 
till Friday. Representatives 
from the Indian Nurses Asso-
ciation (INA) and the manage-
ment of  four hospitals partici-
pated in the discussions, which 

were held in an ef-
fort to end the 

p r o l o n g e d 
agitation.

The nurses 
have been on 

strike for the 
past 55 days, de-

manding the im-
plementation of  their long-
pending demands, including 
the payment of  a minimum sal-
ary. As no final decision was 
reached during Friday's round 
of  talks, the discussions re-
mained inconclusive.  A repre-
sentative of  INA said repre-
sentatives from two hospital 
managements were absent 
from the meeting, preventing a 
settlement. The talks will con-
tinue at 11 am on July 10.

Class XI student thrashed by seniors for not fastening button of uniform in the latest incident

Three students, two from 
Class XI and one from Class 

IX, suffered injuries and 
harassment from their seniors 

in three different schools 
since Tuesday, within just a 

week into Plus-I classes

The issue


