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Fishing boat operators have
voiced concern over the al-
leged violation of Kerala’s
ongoing 52-day monsoon
trawling ban by some fibre
boats operating under the
cover of darkness.

The operators alleged
that a section of fibre boats
venture into the sea during
night hours and engage in
prohibited fishing activit-
ies, undermining the ob-

jective of the seasonal ban
imposed to protect marine
fish breeding and ensure
sustainable fish stocks.

They claimed that while
mechanised boat owners
are strictly complying with
the restrictions and incur-
ring financial losses during
the ban period, illegal fish-
ing by a few fibre boats is
creating an uneven playing
field and threatening mar-
ine resources.

According to Joseph
Xavier Kalapurackal, gen-
eral secretary of the Federa-

tion of Fishing Boats and
Fishery Industries of Ker-
ala, fibre boats fitted with
twin engines of 50 HP
power from Tamil Nadu are
profusely engage in fishing
in the night. 

The Federation reques-
ted the Secretary of the
Fisheries Department to
enquire into the matter and
issue necessary orders to
the fibre boats to strictly
observe fishing ban norms.

Kerala’s annual 52-day
monsoon trawling ban, in
force until July 31.
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Fibre boats flout monsoon trawling ban
under cover of darkness, allege operators


