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A
major crack that
developed near the
Munnar CSI

Church on the Kochi-Dha-
nushkodi National High-
way is raising safety con-
cerns for those travelling to
the Munnar hill station.
The crack developed in
front of a priest’s house on
Saturday evening, prompt-
ing o�cials to block vehi-
cles on the Munnar-Adima-
ly route.

Following the incident,
Idukki Collector Dineshan
Cheruvattu urged tourists
to avoid travelling to Mun-
nar due to the high risk of
further mudslides along
the highway. “To prevent
mudslides and other trage-
dies, the Public Works De-
partment was directed to
remove six trees in the
area. The trees have now
been removed. However,
to permanently prevent
mudslides on this section
of the highway, an em-
bankment needs to be con-
structed on the side of the
road,” Idukki Deputy Col-
lector Binu Joseph said.

Crucial road
The national highway is a
crucial road connecting
the region, and the o�cials
said that it could not be
kept closed for extended
periods. “An expert team
led by a geologist visited
the area and found that the

ground where the house is
situated is no longer sta-
ble,” the o�cial added.

On Tuesday, a team of
o�cials—including the Ha-
zard Analyst and the Devik-
ulam Subcollector—in-
spected the a�ected site.
Authorities announced
that the roadblock will con-
tinue until Thursday, with
repair work expected to be
completed in time to reo-
pen the stretch for tra�c
on Friday.

However, recurring
mudslides on the Kochi-
Dhanushkodi National
Highway continue to pose

a severe threat to tourists
and regular passengers. On
October 25, 2025, a major
mudslide at Koompanpara,
near Adimaly, claimed one
life and seriously injured
another.During the widen-
ing of the Munnar-Bodi-
mettu stretch, over a do-
zen landslips occurred
along the Gap Road. Last
year, two major mudslides
near the Botanical Garden
claimed the life of a driver.

Business a�ected
Local businesses are grow-
ing worried about the fal-
lout. A tourism stakehol-

der in Munnar stated that
unscienti�c road-widening
works are to blame for the
recurring tragedies.

Dileep Pottankulam,
president of the Munnar
Hotel and Resort Associa-
tion, said: “the authorities’
request to people to avoid
travel to Munnar will se-
verely impact the tourism
sector. Thousands of peo-
ple here depend directly
and indirectly on the sec-
tor. These repeated acci-
dents and road closures
send a message to the out-
side world that Munnar is
not safe,” he said. 

Concern over mudslides on
Kochi-Dhanushkodi highway 

Safety threat: Devikulam MLA F. Raja inspecting a crack that developed near the Munnar CSI church on

the Kochi- Dhanushkodi National Highway. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Recurring episodes hit tourism in Munnar hill station. Tra�c remains suspended on

Munnar-Adimaly route following sighting of crack. Roadblock to continue till tomorrow

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

The Thiruvananthapuram
District and Sessions Court
on Tuesday denied bail to
10 Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) [CPI(M)]
workers, including former
Thiruvananthapuram Cor-
poration councillor I.P. Bi-
nu, who are accused of as-
saulting Enforcement
Directorate (ED) o�cials
during a raid conducted on
the residence of the Leader
of the Opposition Pinarayi
Vijayan in the city two
months ago.

The accused persons
had approached the court
seeking bail, with the de-
fence arguing that the in-
vestigation had progressed
su�ciently. 

However, the prosecu-
tion strongly opposed the
bail applications by assert-
ing that the alleged attack
on ED o�cials constituted
a grave o�ence. The pro-
secutors argued that the
accused had obstructed
the Central investigating
o�cers from discharging
their o�cial duties and had
physically assaulted them.

Conspiracy angle
They also informed the
court that the mobile
phones of some of the ac-
cused have been sent for
scienti�c examination to
establish the alleged con-
spiracy behind the attack.
Their results are crucial to
identifying other persons
who may have been in-
volved in the incident.

During the hearing, the
court examined the video
footage of the alleged inci-
dent at the prosecution’s
request before arriving at
its decision. 

The court subsequently
rejected the bail pleas of
the accused.

Assault on ED
o�cials: bail
denied to
CPI(M) men
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM Local bodies have been un-

able to take up crucial de-
velopmental and welfare
activities due to funds
crunch.

The Thiruvananthapu-
ram District Planning Com-
mittee, which oversees the
annual plan activities of all
the local bodies in the dis-
trict, earlier this week
passed a resolution de-
manding the government
to sanction the �rst instal-
ment of development
funds for the 2026-27 �-
nancial year as well as the
�nal instalment for the pre-
vious year.

The sharp fall in the
Plan funds allocations in
the Revised Budget pre-
sented by the United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) go-
vernment is also of
concern to local bodies.

According to Thiruva-
nanthapuram district pan-
chayat president V. Priya-
darshini, the reduction in

funds will negatively a�ect
the completion of existing
projects as well as the in-
itiation of new develop-
ment projects.

No new project
“We have been unable to
initiate any project in the
current �nancial year. Al-
so, the �nal instalment of
development funds for the
previous �nancial year is
pending. In the Revised
Budget, there is a sharp
drop of ₹18.83 crore in Plan
funds allocations to the
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
trict panchayat. This is the
case with most local bo-
dies. In addition, ₹24 crore
is yet to be transferred. We
are forced to limit the
spending to the most-ur-
gent projects,” says Ms.
Priyadarshini.

The Opposition Left De-
mocratic Front (LDF) had
last week raised the funds
cuts to local bodies as an
adjournment motion in the
Assembly, saying that the

local bodies are facing a se-
rious crisis, unable to
spend for their day-to-day
a�airs or for the develop-
mental and welfare pro-
jects earlier planned for
the year as the Revised
Budget has not made allo-
cations for Spillover pro-
jects for the previous year.

New directive
Though the government is-
sued a new directive on
Monday extending the dea-
dline to submit the Annual
Plan for 2026-27 by includ-
ing the spillover projects
from the previous year,
some local bodies and Dis-
trict Planning Committees
have raised a lack of clarity
in the order. One of the is-
sues is regarding the lack
of guidelines on the utilisa-
tion of the 16th Finance
Commission (FC) Grant as
well as whether new pro-
jects can be taken up using
the remaining amount of
the 15th FC Grant.

Local bodies’ development
works hit by funds crunch
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The State government has
drawn up plans to esta-
blish 300 Jawaharlal Nehru
Centres for Scienti�c Tem-
per across the State as part
of a major initiative to fos-
ter rational, analytical and
evidence-based thinking
among students and the
public.

Envisaged as a hub-and-
spokes network, the pro-
posed centres will be
linked to schools, colleges,
libraries and other institu-

tions to promote scienti�c
temper and counter the
spread of misinformation.
The government hopes to
revive the vision of India’s
�rst Prime Minister, Jawa-
harlal Nehru, who regard-
ed scienti�c temper as an
essential civic and demo-
cratic value.

O�cial sources said pre-
liminary discussions on
the framework and imple-
mentation of the project
have been completed. The
government aims to opera-
tionalise the initiative with-
in the next three months

by launching pilot projects
at select locations before a
State-wide roll-out.

The programme seeks
to reach around 15 lakh pe-
opler. The initiative was
one of the key promises in
the United Democratic
Front’s election manifesto
and was announced in the
Budget presented recently
by Chief Minister V.D. Sath-
eesan. Educational institu-
tions, libraries and other
public institutions will
serve as partner centres
for implementing the
programme.

State plans 300 Nehru centres 
to promote scienti�c temper
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