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Police arrest Radha 
Gayatri’s husband
N E E L I M A  E A T Y  @ Visakhapatnam

UTTARAKHAND Police arrest-
ed Somayajula Sree Charan on 
Saturday after he remained ab-
sconding for several days in 
connection with the alleged 
murder of  his wife, Vizag soft-
ware professional Parupudi 
Radha Gayatri, who died under 
suspicious circumstances 
at a homestay in Mus-
soorie on June 15, 2026. 

Police teams tracked 
him down after obtain-
ing a non-bailable war-
rant from the Judicial 
Magistrate, Mussoorie. 
The court remanded him to 
14 days of  custody and police 
later shifted him to the District 
Jail at Sudhowala.

Deputy Superintendent of  
Police JC Pant is investigating 
the case. Radha Gayatri, 27, 
died at a Mussoorie homestay 
on June 15 after the couple trav-
elled from Delhi via Rishikesh 
and checked in on June 14.

Police registered a case 
against Sree Charan under Sec-
tion 103(1) of  the BNS after Ga-
yatri’s parents, Sudhakar and 
Satyavati, alleged that he had 
murdered their daughter and 
demanded his arrest. 

The Dehradun district ad-
ministration ordered an in-
quiry and invited the public to 

submit information by July 
17. Radha Gayatri mar-

ried Sree Charan in Vi-
zag on November 8, 
2025, and had joined a 
company in Gurugram 

before the couple trav-
elled to Mussoorie. 

On June 15, Sree Charan 
informed Radha Gayatri’s fam-
ily of  her death, but her par-
ents alleged foul play and 
sought preservation of  evi-
dence. Police recovered blood-
stains, liquor bottles and food 
items from the room. Sree Cha-
ran later absconded after claim-
ing innocence, and police also 
summoned his parents.

34K get degrees at JNTU-GV’s first convocation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

A total of  34,896 students re-
ceived degrees at the first con-
vocation of  Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University Gura-
jada, Vizianagaram (JNTU-
GV), held at the Andhra Uni-
versity Convention Centre in 
Visakhapatnam on Saturday.

State Governor and JNTU-
GV Chancellor Justice S Abdul 
Nazeer presided over the con-
vocation, where the university 
awarded 32,177 undergraduate 
degrees, 2,708 postgraduate de-
grees and 11 PhDs to students 
from the 2023, 2024 and 2025 aca-
demic years. The university 

presented 50 gold medals and 
two endowment awards. Found-
er and Global CEO of  Nirman 
Organisation, Mayur Patnala, 
was conferred the Honorary 
Degree of  Doctor of  Science 

(Honoris Causa) in recognition 
of  his contributions to innova-
tion, entrepreneurship and 
technology.

Nazeer urged them to become 
job creators rather than job 

seekers and contribute to the 
development  of  Andhra 
Pradesh and the country. 

He said rapid advances in ar-
tificial intelligence, machine 
learning, quantum computing, 
robotics, data science, cyber se-
curity and green energy were 
transforming the world, and ad-
vised students to equip them-
selves with the knowledge and 
skills needed to meet future 
challenges. 

The Governor said a convo-
cation marked the transition 
from classroom learning to ap-
plying knowledge in society 
and acknowledged the support 
of  parents, teachers and friends 
in every student’s success.

Pushkarams: SCoR GM 
inspects stations & ghats
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN view of  the forthcoming Go-
davari Pushkaram, General 
Manager, South Coast Railway, 
Sandeep Mathur, conducted a 
comprehensive inspection of  
key railway stations and major 
pilgrim ghats to review passen-
ger amenities, safety measures, 
and operational preparedness 
for the anticipated rush in pil-
grim traffic.

Accompanied by the Divi-
sional Railway Manager (DRM), 
Vijayawada Mohit Sonakiya, 
Chief  Administrative Officer/
Construction Ankush Gupta; 
Principal Chief  Engineer BSK 
Rajkumar; Principal Chief  
Commercial Manager K Sam-
basiva Rao; IG & Principal 
Chief  Security Commissioner 
AK Sinha and senior railway 
officials of  the Division, the 
General Manager inspected Ko-
vvur and Godavari railway sta-
tions to assess passenger circu-
lation, crowd management 
arrangements, and amenities.

At Rajahmundry railway sta-
tion, he reviewed the ongoing 
station redevelopment works 
and directed officials to expe-
dite the works while maintain-

ing the highest quality stand-
ards to ensure enhanced 
passenger convenience.

Sandeep Mathur inspected 
bathing ghats, including Push-
kar Ghat, Markandeya Ghat, 
Shraddhanand Ghat, Saraswati 
Ghat, and Gowthami Ghat, to 
evaluate connectivity and ease 
of  movement for pilgrims be-
tween the railway stations and 
the riverfront.

Sandeep emphasized that the 
Railway will work in close coor-
dination with the State Govern-
ment and law enforcement 
agencies to ensure efficient 
management of  the large pil-
grim turnout during Godavari 
Pushkarams. A high-level meet-
ing was held at Rajahmundry 
with government officials, later 
joined by D Narasimha Kishore, 
SP , Rajahmundry District, and 
senior railway officials.

U S H A  P E R I  @  Visakhapatnam

THE Indian Navy commis-
sioned the indigenously built 
stealth frigate INS Mahendra-
giri into its Eastern Fleet in Vi-
sakhapatnam on Saturday, 
marking the induction of  the 
sixth of  the seven Project 17A 
Nilgiri-class stealth frigates.

At the commissioning cere-
mony, Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh underscored In-
dia’s progress in indigenous 
defence production and de-
scribed Andhra Pradesh as an 
emerging centre for defence 
and aerospace manufacturing.

“A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  h a s 
emerged as a new powerhouse 
of  India’s defence and aero-
space manufacturing. It is play-
ing its role across air, water, 
land, and the unmanned do-
main,” he remarked, adding, 
“This means the weapon sys-
tems that we once used to im-
port from abroad will now be 
produced near our own Vizag,” 
he said.

He cited the foundation stone 
laying for the Advanced Medi-
um Combat Aircraft (AMCA) 
Core Integration and Flight 
Testing Centre at Puttaparthi 

and Bharat Dynamics Limit-
ed’s upcoming Naval Systems 
Manufacturing Facility in Ana-
kapalli, where autonomous un-
derwater vehicles, torpedoes 
and underwater countermeas-
ure systems will be produced.

“AMCA in the skies, BDL’s 
naval systems in the depths of  
the ocean, Kurnool’s drones in 
the unmanned domain, and to-
day, INS Mahendragiri on the 
surface of  the sea signify that 
Andhra Pradesh is now con-
tributing to India’s defence 

strength across every sphere,” 
he noted.

The Defence Minister also 
underlined the changing char-
acter of  warfare, observing 
that technological advances 
were transforming military op-
erations without diminishing 
the importance of  conventional 
capabilities.

“Future wars may be fought 
with Artificial Intelligence, but 
they will still be won by nation-
al resolve, trained soldiers and 
credible military power,” he re-

marked. Emerging technolo-
gies such as artificial intelli-
gence, drones, cyber warfare, 
hypersonic weapons and space-
based systems, he emphasised, 
complement rather than re-
place conventional military 
platforms.

Citing Operation Sindoor, the 
Defence Minister pointed to the 
operation as an illustration of  
the effective integration of  
modern technologies with con-
ventional military capability.

The frigate was designed by 
the Indian Navy’s Warship De-
sign Bureau and built by Maza-
gon Dock Shipbuilders Limit-
ed, Mumbai. With over 75% 
indigenous content, the 6,670-
tonne warship can attain 28 
knots. It is configured for fleet 
air defence, anti-surface and 
anti-submarine warfare, mari-
time interdiction, surveillance 
and HADR.

It carries supersonic and me-
dium-range missiles, stealth 
features, sensors, network-cen-
tric systems, anti-submarine 
weapons and a multi-role heli-
copter. It could also be equipped 
with the BrahMos missile 
system.

Describing maritime securi-

ty as integral to India’s eco-
nomic interests, the Defence 
Minister observed that secure 
sea lanes were essential for 
trade, energy security and re-
silient supply chains. He noted 
that the Indian Navy’s humani-
tarian assistance, anti-piracy 
operations and evacuation mis-
sions had reinforced its role as 
a first responder and a pre-
ferred security partner in the 
Indo-Pacific.

Referring to Operation Urja 
Suraksha during the West Asia 
conflict, he stated that the Navy 
had safely escorted 18 merchant 
vessels carrying cargo worth 
more than `9,000 crore.

Chief  of  the Naval Staff  Ad-
miral Krishna Swaminathan 
described INS Mahendragiri as 
another milestone in indige-
nous warship construction that 
would strengthen the Navy’s 
operational capability.

Built with contributions 
from more than 200 Indian in-
dustries, including several MS-
MEs, the frigate is named after 
the Mahendragiri mountain 
range in the Eastern Ghats and 
will enhance the Navy’s opera-
tional reach in the Indian 
Ocean Region.

INS Mahendragiri , a Nilgiri-class stealth frigate, being commissioned into the Indian 
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The National Lok Adalat settled 2,65,279 cases 
across AP, awarding compensation of `217.11 crore, 
the AP State Legal Services Authority said. A total 
of 420 benches conducted settlements statewide

2.6L CASES 
SETTLED 

Minister orders 
steps to curb 
Covid spread
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kadapa

DISTRICT In-charge Minister 
Savitha directed officials to en-
force COVID-19 protocols after 
eight cases and two deaths were 
reported in Kadapa. 

She instructed Collector Ch 
Sridhar and District Medical 
and Health Officer Dr Ravibabu 
to launch awareness drives, 
make masks mandatory in hos-
pitals, isolate symptomatic peo-
ple, test family members of  in-
fected patients and ensure 
implementation of  safety 
measures.

AP emerging as defence mfg hub: Rajnath
Indian Navy commissions indigenously built stealth frigate INS Mahendragiri into Eastern Fleet in Visakhapatnam

AP clears Pooled Municipal Bond Framework for urban projects
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has ac-
corded in-principle approval to 
a Pooled Municipal Bond Issu-
ance Framework to mobilise 

market-based funding for ur-
ban infrastructure and reduce 
Urban Local Bodies’ (ULBs) de-
pendence on budgetary grants.

It proposes to raise about 
`1,010.58 crore via pooled mu-
nicipal bonds to finance prior-

ity urban infrastructure 
projects worth `1,122.86 crore 
across participating ULBs.

The initiative aims to create 
a sustainable funding source 
for civic infrastructure while 
strengthening financial disci-

pline, creditworthiness and 
municipal governance. 

It supports the CM’s Swarna 
Andhra@2047 vision of  devel-
oping clean, liveable and eco-
nomically vibrant cities. The 
pooled bond mechanism will 

enable municipalities to access 
institutional capital for projects 
such as drinking water supply, 
stormwater drainage, waste 
management and street light-
ing without relying on govern-
ment grants.
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