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CLASS IX BOY
SUFFERS SNAKE
BITE AT TRIBAL
WELFARE HOSTEL
NAGABHUSHANAM
HOSKOTE | DC 
ANANTAPUR, JULY 11

A Class IX student of the
tribal welfare residen-
tial school at
Ragalapadu in Vajraka-
rur mandal suffered a
snakebite in the early
hours of Saturday and is
undergoing treatment.

According to officials,
the student was sleeping
on the floor in the hostel
room when a snake
reportedly entered the
premises from nearby
bushes and bit him.

Hearing his cries, fel-
low students and hostel
staff rushed to his aid
and shifted him to the
local primary health
centre. As his condition
deteriorated after the
venom spread, he was
referred to the govern-
ment general hospital in
Anantapur. The student
is undergoing treatment
in the ICU.

In another incident,
the Kurnool IV Town
police cracked two gold
chain snatching cases at
the RTC bus stand by
arresting two women
and recovered the stolen
jewellery.

The victims, including
a bank employee from
Peddapadu, were wait-
ing for buses at the
Kurnool RTC bus stand
when unidentified
women snatched their
gold chains. Following
complaints, police
arrested the accused.

PARTIES REVIEW
SIR PROCESS IN
VIJAYAWADA 
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 11

The Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation
(VMC) on Saturday held
a review meeting with
representatives of polit-
ical parties to assess the
progress of the special
intensive revision (SIR)-
2026 of electoral rolls in
the Vijayawada Central
Assembly constituency.

The meeting, held at
the command and con-
trol centre at the VMC
headquarters, was
chaired by municipal
commissioner and ERO
H.M. Dhyana Chandra.

The commissioner
said transparency, accu-
racy and impartiality
were essential in the
preparation and revi-
sion of electoral rolls in
accordance with the
Election Commission of
India’s guidelines.

He said the SIR-2026
exercise was progress-
ing systematically and
appealed to political
party representatives,
BLAs and Assistant
Electoral Registration
Officers to coordinate
during the verification
of voters marked as
absent, deceased, per-
manently shifted and
duplicate. Dhyana
Chandra said every
application received
during the revision
process was being veri-
fied at the field level in
line with ECI guidelines
to ensure that all eligible
voters are included.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE, JULY 11

A six-day-old baby girl aban-
doned in a sorghum field
near Mundlamuru mandal
in Prakasam district was
rescued on Saturday after
villagers heard her cries
and alerted the authorities.

The infant was found in a
field along the Addanki
road. Police said prelimi-
nary inquiries indicated
that the baby had been aban-
doned overnight. She sus-
tained minor injuries to her
face and hands after coming
into contact with the
sorghum plants.

Villagers informed
Mundlamuru sub-inspector
M. Koteswara Rao, district
child protection officials
and representatives of the
child welfare NGO HELP.

Following directions from
district women and child
welfare project director A.
Padma Sunanda,
Anganwadi supervisor B.
Indra, Anganwadi worker C.
Kalpana and HELP outreach

workers rescued the infant
and shifted her to the
Addanki community health
centre for first aid. She was
later referred to Rims hospi-
tal, Ongole, for specialised
treatment. Doctors at RIMS,
led by chief medical officer
Dr Madhavi Latha and pae-
diatrician Dr Tirupati
Reddy, said the baby’s condi-
tion was stable. They said
the injuries were superficial
and caused by contact with
the sorghum plants and that
she was out of danger.

After discharge from hos-
pital, the infant will be shift-
ed to a government-run
child care home at
Ramnagar in Ongole under
the women and child wel-
fare department.

Police have registered a
case and launched an inves-
tigation to identify those
responsible for abandoning
the newborn. The district
women and child welfare PD
urged families unable to
care for newborns to
approach the women and
child welfare department.

6-day-old baby girl
rescued from field

TAKES

JATEEYA TELUGU
SAMBARALU IN

DELHI ON JULY 28
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 11

The Jateeya Telugu Saraswata
Parishad will organise the
Jateeya Telugu Velugu
Sambaralu at Andhra Associa-
tion Building on Lodhi Road,
New Delhi, on July 28 to pro-
mote the Telugu language, lit-
erature, culture and artistic
heritage at the national level.

The programme will feature
the presentation of National
Vagdevi Lifetime Achievement
Awards to personalities from
different fields. The Parishad
will also present the National
Vagdevi Special Talent Awards
to achievers in literature, cine-
ma, arts and social service. 

Testing, preparedness ordered as dist reports 8 cases
RAMACHANDRA REDDY
GUNDAM | DC
KADAPA, JULY 11

District in-charge minis-
ter S. Savitha has direct-
ed officials to step up
measures to prevent the
spread of Covid-19 in
YSR Kadapa district fol-
lowing the detection of
fresh cases.

In a statement issued
on Saturday, the minister
expressed concern over
eight confirmed Covid-19
cases and two reported
deaths in the district. She
instructed district collec-
tor C.H. Sridhar and
District Medical and
Health Officer (DMHO)
Dr Ravibabu to strictly
enforce Covid-19 proto-
cols in affected areas.

The minister directed
officials to intensify pub-
lic awareness on Covid-19
prevention and ensure
the use of masks in
crowded places and hos-
pitals. She also asked
authorities to identify
people with symptoms
such as fever and cough
and shift them to isola-
tion wards without delay.

The collector and
DMHO said no new cases
had been reported

beyond the eight con-
firmed infections. They
said samples had been
sent to a laboratory in
Pune to identify the vari-
ant and study its charac-
teristics.

The officials said sani-
tation drives had been
carried out in areas
where cases were report-

ed and bleaching powder
had been sprayed as a
precaution. The minister
also directed officials to
test family members of
infected persons. Those
testing positive should be
shifted to isolation
wards, while those test-
ing negative should
remain in home isolation

for a few days as a pre-
cautionary measure.

She further instructed
officials to ensure ade-
quate medical care for
patients undergoing
treatment in isolation
wards and maintain suf-
ficient stocks of Covid-19
vaccines to meet any
increase in cases.

K.M.P. PATNAIK | DC 
VISAKHAPATNAM, JULY 11

Governor and
Chancellor of
Jawaharlal Nehru
T e c h n o l o g i c a l
University-Gurajada,
Vizianagaram (JNTU-
GV), S. Abdul Nazeer on
Saturday urged graduat-
ing students to uphold
professional ethics,
integrity and excellence
while serving society
with commitment and
compassion.

Addressing the univer-
sity's first convocation at
the AU Convention
Centre in Visakhapa-
tnam, the Governor con-
gratulated the graduates
and University Gold
Medal recipients. He
encouraged them to
embrace lifelong learn-
ing and contribute mean-
ingfully to the nation's
progress. Vice-
Chancellor Prof. V.V.

Subba Rao presented the
university's report, high-
lighting its academic
achievements and future
plans. The university
conferred the honorary
Doctor of Science
(Honoris Causa) degree
on Mayur Patnala in
recognition of his distin-
guished contributions.

The Governor also

admitted eligible candi-
dates to their respective
degrees and inaugurated
the university's
blockchain-based tamp-
er-proof digital original
degree certificate sys-
tem. He later presented
15 gold medals to stu-
dents for outstanding
academic performance
in various disciplines.

Uphold professional
ethics, Gov. to graduates

MD ILYAS | DC 
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 11

Books and literature
have the power to trans-
form society more effec-
tively than weapons,
home minister V. Anitha
said on Saturday, assert-
ing that “the pen is
mightier than the sword
and a book is greater
than a gun.”

Addressing the 3rd
International Telugu
Women Writers’
Conference-2026, organ-
ised as part of the birth
centenary celebrations
of Mandali Venkata
Krishna Rao at K.B.N.
College in Vijayawada,
the minister spoke on
the preservation of the
Telugu language, wom-
en's dignity, reading

habits and social values.
Paying tributes to
Mandali Venkata Krish-
na Rao, popularly known
as “Gandhi of Divi-
seema”, Anitha said he
dedicated his life to pro-
moting the Telugu lan-
guage, culture and social
service. She recalled his

role in organising the
first World Telugu
Conference in Hydera-
bad in 1975 and bringing
together Telugu-speak-
ing people across the
world. She also praised
Mandali Buddha Prasad
for  efforts to promote
the language.

Books can change society: Anitha

96-CRORE 
PROPOSAL SENT 
FOR GODAVARI
EMBANKMENT
DC CORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, JULY 11

Tourism minister
Kandula Durgesh on
Saturday said the state
government had submit-
ted a proposal to
strengthen the Godavari
river embankment from
Vijjeswaram to
Siddantham at an esti-
mated cost of `96 crore
as part of preparations
for the Godavari
Pushkaralu-2027.

The proposal covers a
36-km stretch and
includes the develop-
ment of 29 bathing ghats
to accommodate an
expected 10 lakh to 15
lakh pilgrims during the
festival, he said.

The minister was
speaking after inaugu-
rating the ‘Maa Godavari
Sankalp’ programme,
launched by the
Thadekam Foundation to
develop Teeparru village
in Peravali mandal of
East Godavari district as
a model Pushkar Nagar
and upgrade its Pushkar
Ghat.

Durgesh said the gov-
ernment planned to
establish special tourism
circuits for Pushkaram
pilgrims and develop
ghats in other locations
on a par with those in
Rajamahendravaram.

He said proposals had
also been submitted for
the construction of an
alternative road to
Teeparru village at an
estimated cost of `1.80
crore. 

The survey for the pro-
posed road had already
been completed, he
added. The minister
stressed the need to
install a statue of
“Godavari Thalli” and
restore and beautify the
Chintalamma tank
ahead of the Pushkaram.

High Court Judge P.V. Jyothirmayi, home minister
Vangalapudi Anitha, author Volga, MLA Mangali
Buddha Prasad release the book at 3rd International
Telugu Women Writers’ Conference at KBN College
in Vijayawada on Saturday.  — C. NARAYANA RAO

Governor Dr Abdul Nazeer presents certificates to 
a graduand during the first convocation of JNTU
Gurajada Vizianagaram in Vizag on Saturday. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
KADAPA, JULY 11

Doctors at the Rajiv
Gandhi Institute of
Medical Sciences (Rims)
government hospital in
Kadapa have been put on
alert following the detec-
tion of fresh Covid-19
cases.

According to hospital
sources, five Covid-19
cases were confirmed on
July 9, prompting the
hospital to initiate pre-
cautionary measures.
Medical and paramedical
staff have been instruct-
ed to remain vigilant and

strictly follow safety pro-
tocols. Hospital authori-
ties have segregated
wards for Covid-19
patients and other
patients to prevent cross-
infection. Testing has
also been made mandato-
ry for patients exhibiting
Covid-like symptoms.

Doctors at Rims said
the state health depart-
ment had directed hospi-
tals to strengthen pre-
paredness.

“We have been instruct-
ed to keep RT-PCR kits,
PPE kits, masks, sanitis-
ers and essential Covid
medicines ready at all

times,” a senior doctor
said. In addition to the
five confirmed cases,
three patients with
Covid-like symptoms
have been admitted to a
special ward and are
undergoing treatment.

Officials have also
directed hospitals to
maintain adequate oxy-
gen beds, ventilators and
ambulance facilities to
meet any increase in
cases. 

They said the situation
was under control and
appealed to the public to
remain cautious without
causing panic.

RIMS Hospital on alert as Covid
patients segregated from others 

ARUNA | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, JULY 11

State Food Commission
member B. Kantharao
conducted surprise
inspections at schools,
hostels, Anganwadi cen-
tres and fair price shops
in Parvathipuram
Manyam district under
the National Food
Security Scheme, detect-
ing irregularities and
sanitation deficiencies at
several institutions.

At the Komarada Tribal
Welfare Residential
School, Kantharao found
that ordinary white rice
was being served instead
of Jeera rice. He also
noted discrepancies in
the egg stock register,
where excess entries had

been recorded, and
warned officials against
the recurrence of such
lapses.

During an inspection of
the Girls’ Tribal Welfare
Hostel, he found poor
sanitation and unclean
bathrooms and directed
that a memo be issued to
the warden. At the
Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalaya (KGBV) in
Komarada, he cautioned
the principal over inade-
quate cleanliness on the
hostel premises. Similar
sanitation issues were
observed at the Dr B.R.
Ambedkar Residential
School, where officials
were instructed to take
immediate corrective
measures. In
Parvathipuram town, the

district supply officer
was directed to issue a
memo to the dealer of
Fair Price Shop No.
0284425 after discrepan-
cies were found in the
stock register and 50 kg
of excess rice was detect-
ed. Inspections were also
conducted at an
Anganwadi centre and a
ration depot in MR
Nagar.

At Chinna Bandapalli
Elementary School, dis-
crepancies in the stock of
chikkis and eggs meant
for students were detect-
ed, leading to directions
to issue a memo. Fair
Price Shop No. 0284431 at
Belagam was found
closed during working
hours, and officials were
asked to seek a written

explanation. A similar
direction was issued
after Fair Price Shop No.
0206064 was found closed
during an inspection.

Inspections at an
Anganwadi centre and
elementary school in PN
Colony, Chinna Merangi,
revealed sanitation defi-
ciencies at the adjoining
KGBV. Kantharao
warned that negligence
affecting the health of
children would not be tol-
erated.

At the Anganwadi cen-
tre in Jammalavalasa,
the midday meal was
found to be under prepa-
ration well beyond the
scheduled time, prompt-
ing directions to issue a
memo to the teacher con-
cerned. 

Action at hostels, ration shops in ManyamWELFARE | CHECK

Lapses in schools: Food panel 
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