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Six arrested 
for possessing 
25kg of ganja
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Coimbatore 

Coimbatore City Police on 
Saturday arrested six people 
for possession of  ganja at vari-
ous locations and seized around 
25 kg of  the contraband.

The arrested are A Manick-
am (23) of  Rathinapuri, J Britto 
(26) of  Kannappan Nagar, E 
Dhanaraj (53) of  Sundakam-
uthur, S Sanuf  (28) of  Ukkad-
am, M Abbas (37) of  Kuniyam-
uthur and J Shelton (33) of  
Devarayapuram on the city out-
skirts. They were arrested in 
areas under the jurisdiction of  
Karumbukadai, Thudiyalur 
and Kavundampalayam police 
stations.

According to police, based on 
a tip-off, the Prohibition and 
Economics Wing visited a spot 
near a meat shop in Bomman-
ampalayam pirivu in the city 
and arrested Shelton on Satur-
day afternoon. Officers seized 
about 22 kg of  ganja and a car 
from him.

Karumbukadai police arrest-
ed Sanuf  and Abbas and seized 
about 2 kg from them. Patrol 
teams from Kavundampalayam 
and Thudiyalur arrested Man-
ickam, Britto and Dhanaraj 
and recovered about 1.5 kg. All 
six were booked under the 
NDPS Act and remanded, po-
lice said.

In another incident, the Pro-
hibition Enforcement Wing 
(PEW) of  Coimbatore police ar-
rested two youths on Sunday 
after seizing 21 kg of  ganja they 
had smuggled into the city from 
Andhra Pradesh in an ambu-
lance. The arrested persons 
have been as A Manikandan 
(28) of  Peelamedu in Coimbat-
ore and his friend B Veerachin-
namaruthu (28) of  Sivagangai 
district. According to police 
sources, Manikandan and am-
bulance driver Veerachin-
namaruthu procured ganja 
from Andhra Pradesh, with a 
plan to sell them at higher rates 
in Coimbatore and surround-
ing areas. Based on informa-
tion, PEW team apprehended 
the duo on the Ukkadam–Sun-
gam bypass near Valankulam 
flyover on Sunday morning. 
The contraband and the ambu-
lance were seized.

Saravanampatti flyover project must not 
be dropped, local activists urge centre
E XPR   E SS   N E WS   S E RVIC    E 
@ Coimbatore

Social activists have urged the 
Union Ministry of  Road Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH) to retain 
the proposed flyover at the Sara-
vanampatti Junction on Sathya-
mangalam Road, opposing the Na-
tional Highways Authority of  
India’s (NHAI) reported move to re-
place it with an at-grade junction 
improvement.

In a representation submitted to 
the ministry, Coimbatore Consum-
er Cause said the flyover proposal, 
along with junction improvements, 
should be implemented in the larg-
er public interest, arguing that an 
at-grade solution would neither ad-
dress the growing traffic conges-
tion nor improve road safety at the 
busy intersection.

The organisation pointed out 
that the MoRTH sanctioned the 
Saravanampatti flyover on March 
9, 2022, at an estimated cost of  
`80.48 crore under the Annual Plan 
2021-2022. The junction had been 
identified as a “black spot”, war-
ranting a grade separator to reduce 

accidents and improve traffic flow.
According to the activists, the 

project was later delayed as approv-
al from the Chennai Metro Rail 
Limited (CMRL) was awaited due 
to the proposed metro rail corridor 
along the stretch. During the peri-
od, the then National Highways 
wing of  the State Highways Depart-
ment had proposed an at-grade 
junction improvement estimated at 
around ̀ 12 crore. However, tenders 
were not floated as the road was to 
be handed over to the NHAI.

The activists claimed that with 
the metro rail proposal no longer 
under consideration and the NHAI 
now overseeing the road, the flyo-

ver project should be revived in-
stead of  pursuing the at-grade 
alternative.

In the letter, the organisation 
also recalled that, during a stake-
holders’ meeting convened by the 
Coimbatore collector in 2023, objec-
tions were raised to the at-grade 
proposal, following which the flyo-
ver proposal was restored.

Drawing a comparison with the 
Thudiyalur-Mettupalayam Road 
junction on NH-67, the activists al-
leged that an earlier at-grade im-
provement carried out there had 
failed to ease congestion and had 
become ineffective.

The organisation urged the un-
ion government to cancel the 
NHAI’s at-grade improvement pro-
posal and proceed with the con-
struction of  the Saravanampatti 
flyover from Ammankulam, along 
with comprehensive junction im-
provements at the Kalapatti Road 
and Thudiyalur Road intersections. 
It argued that only a grade separa-
tor would provide a long-term solu-
tion to the increasing traffic vol-
ume and ensure the safety of  
motorists.

‘Some sanitation workers who clean 
city streets even hold M.Com degrees’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“I do this after sweeping the classrooms 
and whenever I get free time. If  I were 
given an office assistant’s job in the same 
school, I would be happy to do it,” Kan-
chana said. The headmaster, however, de-
nied any staff  shortage, claiming that 
everyone performs only the duties as-
signed to them.

While neither the Greater Chennai 
Corporation nor the workers’ associa-
tions had an estimate of  how many 
sanitation workers are graduates, 
TNIE spoke to four such workers 
over the past week -- two with B.Sc 
Computer Science degrees, one 
with a B.Ed degree, and another 
with a B.A in Economics. Most had 
previously worked as office assistants or 
in food outlets before taking up sanitation 
work after a family member retired from 
the same post, allowing them to be consid-
ered for the job. “I’m doing this because 
of  my family situation. I tell my two kids 
to study well and get a good job, unlike 
me,” Vijaya said. Another worker said she 
chose the job because its fixed working 
hours allowed her to spend more time 
with her children.

Two sanitation workers TNIE spoke to 
also said that they had allegedly paid 

their respective councillors an undis-
closed sum to secure the job.

CITU Chennai district general secre-
tary R Loganathan, who works closely 
with sanitation workers in corporation 
schools, said the scale of  the issue was 
much bigger than what meets the eye. 
“Across Chennai, there are likely hun-
dreds of  graduates working as sanitation 
workers. Many choose not to reveal their 
qualifications out of  fear of  being judged. 

We do not have consolidated data on 
the exact number of  graduates 
working in the sanitation sector,” 
he said. Drawing a parallel with 
sanitation workers engaged in 
street cleaning, Loganathan add-

ed, “I also work with sanitation 
workers who clean the city’s streets, 

and some of  them hold M.Com degrees. 
The goal should be to provide jobs that 
match a candidate’s qualifications.”

GCC Joint Commissioner for Educa-
tion Karpagam IAS said she was unaware 
of  degree-holding sanitation workers 
stepping in for teachers. “Our officers 
regularly go for school inspections; if  the 
HMs and teachers are utilising the sanita-
tion workers for teaching, we would defi-
nitely take action,” she said.

(*Names of  the workers were changed 
to protect their identity)

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Annamalai said, “When we 
have the right number of  mem-
bers and the right leaders, this 
organisation will become a po-
litical party. Not now.” He add-
ed that the conference was  
not a political rally and the  
aim was not to create trouble 
for the newly-formed TVK 
government. 

“Some people asked me 
to speak against the TVK 
government. The govern-
ment has come to power in 
2026 with the support of  1.68 
crore people. Except for Min-
ister KA Sengottaiyan, most of  
them are first-time MLAs. They 
will stumble a little. When they 
stumble, we should lift them up, 
not push them down. Our organ-
isation has not come to capture 
power arrogantly,” he claimed. 

Speaking of  his departure 
from BJP, he said there was an-
ger, but it had to be shown re-

sponsibly. Although DMK had 
raised doubts of  him being BJP’s 
B-team, he was firm that he 
should not speak ill while leav-
ing a party, Annamalai said. 

Welcoming the HR&CE de-
partment’s decision to lift the 
bar on registration of  3085 acres 
of  Inam land in Karur, he said 
he supported the TVK govern-

ment’s move and was be-
ing called anti-Hindu 
for it. “Though I be-
long to the Hindu re-
ligion, I will stand 
with all of  you as a 

common person with-
out caste or religious 

identity,” he claimed.
Stressing the need to close 

more liquor shops, he said the 
organisation will push the gov-
ernment in a healthy manner. 
He said awareness campaigns 
against drugs will be held every 
July; the organisation had a six-
month plan to focus on one pub-
lic issue each month.

I will stand with all beyond 
caste or religion: Annamalai

busting moves 
Odissi  performance by Guru Ratikant Mohapatra and Srjan Ensemble during Nrutya 

Rangoli  at Chowdiah Memorial hall  in Bengaluru on Sunday |  Nagaraja Gadekal

‘Govt colleges 
not even able to 
provide enough 
classrooms’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“Institutions are function-
ing largely with guest faculty 
members, and that inevitably 
affects the quality of  educa-
tion,” said TN Government 
College Teachers’ Association 
general secretary S Suresh.

Retired professor K Srini-
vasan said government insti-
tutions are struggling to keep 
pace with changing student ex-
pectations. “At a time when 
private colleges are introduc-
ing AI-related and other emerg-
ing courses, while offering bet-
ter campus facilities and 
extracurricular opportunities, 
many government colleges are 
unable to provide even ade-
quate classrooms and labora-
tories. Naturally, students look 
elsewhere.”

Another major factor that 
the academicians pointed out 
was the delayed admission 
schedule followed by govern-
ment colleges. Private self-fi-
nancing institutions begin ad-
missions much earlier.

Suresh said, “The admis-
sion guidelines are common 
for government, government-
aided, and private colleges. 
However, government colleg-
es alone adhere rigidly to the 
prescribed schedule,  by 
which time many students 
have already secured seats 
elsewhere.”

DCE officials said that they 
were examining the infra-
structure requirements in 
government colleges. “We are 
working to improve the infra-
structure in government col-
leges,” said an official.

YouTuber Rajan Joseph was arrested by the 
Adoor Police from Kochi on Saturday night for 
allegedly posting derogatory content against 
Congress leader Sreenadevi Kunjamma

Youtuber 
arrested 

Monday 13l07l2026

Crew of 2 pvt buses get into quarrel over timings
Coimbatore: The crew members of two private town buses got into an 
argument of bus timings on Saturday. According to police, the incident 
took place in the middle of the road, around 8 pm, near Hope College 
bus stop by the crew of town buses S1 and S9. The argument over bus 
timings allegedly escalated into assault, which obstructed the 
movement of vehicles, while the bus passengers were stranded for 30 
minutes. Upon information, Peelamedu police detained a driver and 
conductor from one of the two private buses. The suspects were 
identified as J Udhaya Kumar (27) of Saibaba Colony and M Madhan 
(30) of Irugur, and the police filed a case against them. ENS

Kovai cops launch 
QR-based complaint 
system ‘Nizhal’
Coimbatore: Coimbatore 
district police on Sunday 
launched ‘Nizhal’, a QR code-
based complaint-lodging 
system. Coimbatore 
Ccollector Pavankumar G 
Giriyappanavar launched the 
initiative at the office of SP A 
Pavan Kumar. According to 
official sources, ‘Nizhal’ has 
been launched to provide 
emergency help quickly and 
gather crime information 
from the public with the help 
of technology. As part of this, 
QR codes have been 
introduced and will be pasted 
at public places. People can 
scan the QR code on their 
mobile phones and share 
details of illegal activities 
such as the sale of ganja or 
harassment of women. These 
messages will reach the 
Master Command and 
Control Centre, which 
operates 24*7, and police will 
respond and take action. ENS

Junction identified as ‘black 
spot’ due to accidents
According to the Coimbatore 
Consumer Cause, the junction had 
been identified as a “black spot”, 
warranting a grade separator to 
reduce accidents and improve traffic 
flow. The organisation said that, with 
the NHAI now overseeing the road, the 
flyover should be revived instead of 
the at-grade junction

K’taka on hiring spree after order to fill 72,000 posts
Around 2.5 lakh posts are vacant in various departments and no major recruitment has been made in the last two years by state government

A s h w i n i  M  S r i p ad   @Bengaluru

The Karnataka government 
has gone on a recruitment spree, 
issuing a series of  job notifica-
tions to fill vacancies across var-
ious departments, within two 
weeks of  issuing an order to ex-
pedite the recruitment of  over 
72,000 posts in government de-
partments. Over the last two 
weeks, at least 15 different noti-
fications have been issued to fill 
thousands of  posts.

The Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA) has invited on-

line applications for direct re-
cruitment of  320 teaching posts 
in Morarji Desai, Kittur Rani 
Chennamma, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Indira Gandhi resi-
dential schools and pre-univer-
sity colleges functioning under 
the Karnataka Residential Edu-
cational Institutions Society 
(KREIS).

In another major drive, appli-
cations have been invited for 560 
land surveyor posts in the De-
partment of  Survey, Settlement 
and Land Records under the Re-
sidual Parent Cadre (RPC). The 

Revenue Department has also 
invited applications to fill 505 
village administrative officer 
(VAO) posts, including 67 
posts under the Hydera-
bad-Karnataka Cadre 
quota.

The Karnataka Ex-
cise Department has in-
vited applications to fill 
1,207 posts of  constables 
and excise sub-inspectors (ESIs). 
The forest department has invit-
ed applications to fill 750 forest 
observer posts. KEA has already 
called to fill 3,395 Karnataka po-

lice civil constable posts.
The fresh notifications come 

after the state government initi-
ated measures to accelerate 

direct recruitment across 
departments. The re-
sponsibility of  expedit-
ing recruitment to posts 
in 17 departments has 

been assigned to Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary and 

Development Commissioner 
Uma Mahadevan. Another addi-
tional chief  secretary has been 
entrusted with overseeing and 
completing direct recruitment 

t o  v a c a n t  p o s t s  i n  3 4 
departments.

Government recruitment in 
Karnataka had been stalled be-
cause of  litigation in courts over 
reservation and no recruitment 
had been done since 2023. The 
government had also relaxed 
the age limit by up to five years 
as there were delays in recruit-
ment since 2019 because of  Cov-
id. Around 2.5 lakh posts are va-
cant in various departments and 
no major recruitment has been 
made in the last two years.

A senior Congress leader on 

anonymity said that in the par-
ty election manifesto in 2023, 
Congress had promised to fill 
vacant government posts with-
in a year if  the party comes to 
power. “We could not do that for 
various reasons, including the 
reservation issue, lack of  fi-
nances as a large amount was 
being spent on guarantee 
schemes and others. We have 
less than two years in power 
and there is pressure to fill 
these posts. There have been 
flash protests over lack of  re-
cruitment,” he said.


