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The Assam Rising, Tezpur ,
July 15: The mortal remains
of eminent litterateur, distin-
guished educationist, two-
time Sahitya Akademi Award
recipient, Padma Shri awardee
Geeta Upadhyay was con-
signed to flames on Wednes-
day after last rites were per-
formed with state honours by
the Assam government at
Parowa public crematorium in
Tezpur.It may be mentioned
that the eminent and illustri-
ous lady passed away on the
night of July 13. On Wednes-
day morning, at the last rites
ceremony conducted with
state honours, Sonitpur Dis-
trict Commissioner Ananda
Kumar Das, Inspector General
of Police (North Assam
Range) Prashanta Sagar
Changmai, along with Senior

Historic achievement of ANSS:
‘Madhyamik Nepali Sabdakosh’ released at
212th National Bhanu Jayanti celebrations

tal at Ligiripukhuri.Citing guide-
lines of the World Health Organi-
zation and the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, which recom-
mend at least one health centre
for every 5,000 people, locals ar-
gued that relocating the hospital
would be unjustified, especially
when over 20,000 residents de-
pend on it.Demanding immediate
intervention, citizens and
organisations have called for
scrapping the relocation plan and
instead strengthening the exist-
ing hospital at its current
location.On July 14, a delegation
led by senior educationist and
president of the Sivasagar District
Senior Citizens’ Association as
well as Nazira Citizens’ Commit-
tee, Prabhat Barthakur, along with
general secretary Bimal Kumar
Agarwala and secretary Wasim
Ahmed, met the Joint Director of
the Sivasagar District Health De-
partment, Dr. Masan Chandra
Kalita. The delegation submitted
memoranda addressed to key au-
thorities, including the Chief Min-
ister of Assam, the Health Minis-
ter, the district’s guardian minis-
ter, the Member of Parliament
from Jorhat constituency, the Di-
rector of Health and Family
Welfare, and the District Com-
missioner, urging them to up-
grade the hospital and cancel
any plans for its relocation.

The Assam Rising, Nazira,
July 15 : Citizens of Nazira
have urged the government
to upgrade the centrally lo-
cated government-aided
hospital into a full-fledged
healthcare facility, while
strongly opposing any move
to shut it down or relocate
it.Ensuring public health and
access to medical care is a
fundamental responsibility
of the government. While sig-
nificant steps have been
taken to strengthen the
healthcare sector—such as
establishing medical colleges
and launching schemes for
the treatment of critical dis-
eases—the historic health
centre in the heart of Nazira
town has reportedly re-
mained outside the ambit of
such development initiatives.
Established in 1944 during
the British era, the hospital
once had adequate doctors
and provided a range of
medical services, including
maternity care. However,
since being designated as a
government-aided hospital,
it has been facing an acute
shortage of doctors, irregu-
lar supply of free medicines,
and overall decline in
healthcare services.Despite
these shortcomings, the hos-
pital continues to cater to
around 100–150 patients
daily and serves as an impor-
tant centre for primary and
emergency care. Concerns
have also been raised over
the poor condition of its three
ambulances, which are re-
portedly on the verge of be-
coming unusable due to mi-
nor technical faults and lack
of maintenance.In view of
these issues, civil society
groups have appealed to the
authorities to upgrade the
facility into a full-fledged hos-
pital. At the same time, strong
resentment has emerged
among residents and various
organisations following re-
ports that a section of people
has proposed shutting down
the hospital and merging it
with the Karmashree
Hiteswar Saikia Civil Hospi-

Citizens Demand Upgrade
of Nazira Aided Hospital,

Oppose Closure Plan

strong role that the Sabha
is playing in the prosper-
ity and development of
Indian Nepali language
and literature.In recogni-
tion of the work that
ANSS has been doing for
the development and pro-
motion of Nepali lan-
guage and literature for
the past five decades, the
Chief Minister of Sikkim
presented a certificate of
appreciation to the Assam
Nepali Sahitya Sabha at
the 212th National Bhanu
Jayanti function held in
Soreng, Sikkim. A garland
of flowers and a memento
as a sign of love were pre-
sented to both the Presi-
dent and the Principal
Secretary.In another sig-
nificant moment of the
programme, Dr Chinta
Mani Sharma, President of
ANSS, felicitated Chief
Minister Prem Singh
Tamang (Golay) by pre-
senting him with the tra-
ditional Assamese
'Phulam Gamosa' and
'Jaapi', symbols of
Assam's rich cultural heri-
tage. This gesture further
strengthened the bonds
of cultural harmony, mu-
tual respect, and fraternity
between Assam and
Sikkim.

ful in making the study and
teaching of the Nepali lan-
guage more systematic,
easy and effective.The origi-
nal creator of this dictionary
is Yudha Bir Rana, the win-
ner of the 2023 Sahitya
Akademi Award. He had
prepared its manuscript af-
ter nearly three decades of
tireless effort and research.
After receiving information
about the manuscript, the
current central leadership of
the Assam Nepali Sahitya
Sabha took a historic deci-
sion to publish it institution-
ally. After that, the dictionary
was finalized and published
after meticulous examina-
tion of the manuscript, revi-
sions and necessary sug-
gestions from various aca-
demics, experts and
linguists.The release of the
dictionary by the Chief Min-
ister Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) at the national func-
tion organized by the
Sikkim government on the
special initiative and re-
quest of the Assam Nepali
Sahitya Sabha has become
a matter of great pride for
the Sabha. This has estab-
lished the institutional
publication of the Assam
Nepali Sahitya Sabha on
the national stage and has
also highlighted the

tion, study, teaching and re-
search of the Nepali lan-
guage, describing it as a
proud achievement of the
Assam Nepali Sahitya
Sabha.The ‘Madhyamik
Nepali Sabdakosh’, a
Nepali to Nepali dictionary
published targeting
school-level students,
teachers, researchers and
Nepali language enthusi-
asts, is expected to be help-

ture and education at the na-
tional level.Assam Nepali
Sahitya Sabha President Dr
Chinta Mani Sharma, Principal
Secretary Tilak Sharma and
the main donor of the publica-
tion, Sukhdev Tiwari were
present at the release ceremony.
On this occasion, the represen-
tatives of the assembly ex-
pressed their belief that this dic-
tionary will make a long-term
contribution to the standardiza-

Sikkim Government by the
Chief Minister of Sikkim,
Prem Singh Tamang
(Golay) on July 13 at
Sikkim informed a press
release issued by Tilak
Sharma, principal secre-
tary of Assam Nepali
Sahitya Sabha (ANSS).
This historic occasion
has further enhanced the
dedication of ANSS to-
wards language, litera-

The Assam Rising,
Biswanath Chariali, July 15:
Assam Nepali Sahitya Sabha
has achieved an important
achievement in the history of
Nepali language and litera-
ture. The ‘Madhyamik Nepali
Sabdakosh (Dictionary)’, in-
stitutionally published by the
Sabha, was formally released
in a grand manner at the 212th
National Bhanu Jayanti cel-
ebrations organized by the

Padma Shri Geeta Upadhyay's last rites performed
with state honour in presence of thousands of admirers

conferred officially on the
mortal remains. Following
the government cer-
emony, family members
and relatives, in accor-
dance with Hindu tradi-
tion, placed the body on
the pyre, after which her
nephew Dibakar
Upadhyay performed the
"Mukhagni" (lighting of
the pyre), and the mortal
remains of the erudite
lady who had built a
bridge of coordination
through her literary cre-
ations in Assamese and
Nepali were consigned to
the five elements.Amid
this, following a tradition
of the Nepali community,
a special condolence
meeting was also held at
the crematorium pre-
mises itself. At the meet-
ing, Tezpur University
Controller of Examina-
tions Biren Das remi-
nisced about Geeta
Upadhyay's strong role as
a former member of the
university's Board of
Management, while dis-
tinguished litterateurs
Kharga Bahadur
Kaushik and Binod
Khanal also shared their
reminiscences.

Mancha, Chanmari Yuvak
Sangha, Netra Milan
Sanskritik Anushthan,
Tezpur Senior Citizens'
Association and various
other organisations from
Tezpur and the district
who offered floral tributes
and paid their last re-
spects to the mortal
remains.At the ceremony,
coordinated on behalf of
the Sonitpur district ad-
ministration by Pankaj
Baruah, several hundred
people paid floral tributes
before the Sonitpur district
police administration ac-
corded a gun salute as
part of the state honours

Seva Sadhana Sanstha,
Bharatiya Gorkha
Parisangha, Assam
Gorkha Sanmilan, Prasad
Singh Chubba Chintan
Mancha, Nagarik

Alok Nath and representa-
tives of Tezpur Sahitya Sabha,
Baan Theatre, Asomiya Club,
Tarun Asom Sangha,
Chanmari Nepali Chatra Nivas
Committee, Harihar Dham,

Superintendent of Police
of Sonitpur district Barun
Purakayastha paid floral
tributes to the mortal re-
mains on behalf of the
Assam government. This
was followed by heads of
various departments, ad-
ministrative officers and
staff of the district, along
with Tezpur University
Controller of Examina-
tions Biren Das, distin-
guished Sattriya artist
Premananda Mahanta,
Sahitya Akademi awardee
Chandramani Upadhyay,
Gyan Bahadur Chettri,
distinguished litterateur
Kharga Bahadur
Kaushik, representatives
of the BJP Sonitpur dis-
trict committee, Raijor
Dal central secretary

Assam Rifles organizes lecture of
health-hygiene at Lokra

populace and Assam Rifles
troops, who interacted with
the medical team and gained
valuable knowledge on pre-
venting monsoon-related dis-
eases. Practical demonstra-
tions and guidance on hand
hygiene, food safety, waste
disposal, vector control and
environmental cleanliness
were also provided to encour-
age healthy living
practices.Through such com-
munity outreach initiatives,
Assam Rifles continues to re-

proper sanitation, prevent-
ing mosquito-borne and
water-borne diseases, and
adopting healthy dietary
habits during the mon-
soon. Participants were
also educated on
recognising the early
symptoms of common sea-
sonal illnesses and the im-
portance of seeking timely
medical attention.The
awareness programme
witnessed active partici-
pation from the local

Assam Rising, Biswanath
Chariali, July 15: Lokra Bat-
talion of Assam Rifles orga-
nized a Lecture on Maintain-
ing Health and Hygiene dur-
ing the Monsoon season on
Tuesday at Lokra to create
awareness among the local
populace and troops regard-
ing preventive healthcare mea-
sures during the rainy
season.The lecture focused on
the importance of maintaining
personal hygiene, consuming
safe drinking water, practising

affirm its commitment to-
wards promoting public
health awareness, strength-
ening civil-military relations
and contributing to the
welfare and well-being of
both the local community
and its personnel.

the registration fee.The con-
cluding session on 26 July will
feature the distribution of cer-
tificates of participation, fol-
lowed by performances of
Bhupendra Sangeet by partici-
pants and invited artistes.As
seats are limited, applicants
registering in advance will be
given preference. For further
information, interested per-
sons may contact New Art
Players, Deepak Kumar
Barthakur Path, Ambari,
Guwahati–3, through
WhatsApp at 98640 86133 and
75759 44606, or by email at
newartplayers@gmail.com.

9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m.Renowned artistes
from Assam's music frater-
nity, including Namita
Bhattacharyya Goswami,
Dr. Saurav Mahanta, and
Rupam Bhuyan, along
with several other eminent
musicians, will attend the
workshop as resource
persons.The workshop is
open to aspiring singers
and music enthusiasts
aged eight years and
above. Interested partici-
pants may enrol by sub-
mitting the prescribed ap-
plication form along with

The Assam Rising, Guwahati,
July 15 :  As part of the birth
centenary celebrations of
Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika, New Art Players
(NAP), Guwahati - a premier
socio-cultural organisation of
the state, in collaboration with
the Bhupen Hazarika Cultural
Trust, will organise a three-day
Bhupendra Sangeet Work-
shop from 24 to 26 July 2026 at
the NAP Auditorium, Ambari,
Guwahati.The workshop aims
to preserve and promote the
authentic style of rendering Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika's songs and
will be conducted daily from

NAP to organise Bhupendra
Sangeet Workshop


