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TEHRAN

THE United States struck Iran 
and Tehran hit back at US allies 
in the Gulf  on Thursday, as the 
foes battled over the vital Strait 
of  Hormuz in the renewed West 
Asia war despite a call from me-
diator Pakistan to resume talks. 
The rekindled fighting came a 
month after the signing of  a 
preliminary deal that aimed to 
end the conflict, which broke 
out in late February with mas-
sive US-Israeli strikes on Iran.

On Thursday, Tehran warned 
it would target infrastructure 
across the region if  US Presi-
dent Donald Trump followed 
through on a threat to attack 
power plants and bridges in 
Iran. That followed a fresh ex-
change of  strikes between the 
two countries, with Iran’s Revo-

lutionary Guards saying they 
struck a US airbase in Jordan 
with ballistic missiles in re-
sponse to what they described 
as an American attack near a 
children’s cancer hospital in 

the Islamic republic.
State media said the hospital 

in Ahvaz, in the southwest, was 
evacuated following US air-
strikes on the area, with the pa-
tients transferred to other med-

ical centres. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei 
slammed the attack as “barbar-
ic”.  The US military’s Central 
Command (CENTCOM) said its 
forces hit Iranian military tar-
gets in multiple locations in-
cluding coastal Bandar Abbas 
to “degrade Iran’s ability to 
threaten innocent mariners” in 
the Strait of  Hormuz.

Earlier strikes had targeted 
coastal defence and cruise mis-
sile sites on Greater Tunb Is-
land in the Gulf, CENTCOM 
added. Iranian state news agen-
cy IRNA said a projectile struck 
parts of  Semnan airport in the 
north, without injuring any-
one. It also reported explosions 
elsewhere in the country, in-
cluding Lorestan in the west, 
while air defences were trig-
gered in parts of  Tehran. AFP

Smoke rises from an Iranian military site after a US strike. 
Image released by US Central Command 

US strikes coastal defences, Iran 
retaliates with ballistic missiles
Tehran warns of wider regional attacks as renewed fighting over the Strait of Hormuz deepens
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DISPUTED ISLAND IN  
THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

A look at the locations hit in the latest 
 US-Iran exchange of attacks

Lesser Tunb Greater Tunb

Abu Musa

Three islands at the centre of Gulf tensions
THOUGH COVERING JUST 25 SQ KM, ABU MUSA, GREATER TUNB AND LESSER TUNB OVERLOOK THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ,  

A VITAL GLOBAL OIL AND GAS SHIPPING ROUTE NOW IN THE SPOTLIGHT AMID THE US-IRAN CONFLICT

1971 :   Iran seizes the three islands
1979:   Islands become key Iranian military outposts  
             after the Islamic Revolution
1980: Used during the Tanker War to target and            
             monitor shipping
2026:  US strikes bring the disputed islands back  
              into focus
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WHY THEY MATTER
Located at the entrance to the  

Strait of Hormuz

Around 20% of the world’s 
oil and natural gas passes 

through the waterway

Iran has stationed 
missiles, air defence 

systems and fast attack boats  
on the islands

Location allows Iran to monitor and 
influence shipping through the strait

WHY THEY ARE  
IN FOCUS
US strikes recently 
targeted Abu Musa and 
Greater Tunb

Analysts say the 
islands are key to Iran's 
defence of the Strait of 
Hormuz

Any military operation 
there could affect one 
of the world's busiest 
energy corridors

WHO CONTROLS 
THEM?

Iran seized the 
islands in 1971, two 

days before the 
formation of the UAE

The UAE continues to 
claim sovereignty, 

while Iran maintains 
control

The ownership 
dispute remains 

unresolved

11 children
killed and 19 injured in an overnight 
orphanage fire in Algeria

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   14 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 28 19 LC
Italy (Rome) 36 24 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 36 26 LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 25 TDS
Maldives (Male) 29 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 26 22 LC

Singapore 31 29 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 32 24 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 30 18 LR
Thailand (Bangkok) 33 27 LC
Türkiye (Ankara) 29 16 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 39 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 34 28 LC
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Ukraine defence row spills into 
public as Zelenskyy urges unity
KYIV

UKRAINE’s ousted defence 
minister issued stunning pub-
lic criticism of  the army’s top 
commander on Thursday, forc-
ing President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy to call for unity to halt 
signs of  an emerging split in 
the military top ranks.

Large protests erupted in sev-
eral Ukrainian cities on Thurs-
day against the removal of  pop-
ular defence minister Mykhailo 
Fedorov, who had been brought 
in six months ago to digitise and 
modernise an army fatigued af-
ter four years fighting off  the 
Russian invasion. The spiralling 
leadership row risks throwing 
uncertainty on the war effort at 
a time when Ukraine was in one 
of  its best positions for months.

Kyiv’s troops have largely 
halted the pace of  Russia’s ad-
vance while the pounding of  
Russian oil and military sites 
with long-range drones has 
triggered a nationwide fuel cri-
sis inside its neighbour.

After being forced to resign, 
Fedorov on Thursday accused 
Ukraine’s commander-in-chief  
Oleksandr Syrsky of  dividing 
the country. “Instead of  figur-
ing out how to defeat Russia 
asymmetrically — which is the 
commander-in-chief ’s task — 
he figured out how to split the 
country,” Fedorov told report-
ers, including AFP. He criticised 
slow bureaucracy and a lack of  
flexibility, questioning whether 
Ukraine could defeat Russia 
with Syrsky in charge of  the 
army. “In this configuration, I 
personally don’t know how to 
win the war,” he said, wearing 
his trademark jeans and dark 
T-shirt, speaking in front of  a 

large screen showing drones.
He also alleged Syrsky had 

engineered his removal through 
an ultimatum issued to Zelen-
skyy after months of  clashes.

Zelenskyy himself  issued a 
plea for “unity” and said the two 
sides — the defence ministry 
and the army command — were 
barely on speaking terms. “A 

president in wartime should not 
have to choose in such a situa-
tion, honestly,” he said, speak-
ing alongside UK Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer in Kyiv. “I 
would very much like unity.”

A soldier  serving  in 
Ukraine’s army told AFP the 
political chaos in Kyiv could 
hit the war effort. AFP

Protesters hold placards during a demonstration against Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
decision to dismiss Ukraine’s Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov, in Kyiv |  AFP

Ukraine names Koretsky as new Prime Minister 
KYIV: Ukraine’s parliament on Thursday approved 
the appointment of Naftogaz chief Sergiy Koretsky 
as prime minister in a government reshuffle ordered 
by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. The 48-year-old, 
credited with steering the state energy company 
through repeated Russian attacks on critical 
infrastructure last winter, is expected to oversee 
Ukraine through another difficult winter. 

Addressing parliament, Koretsky said his experience at Naftogaz 
had shown that “government administration can and should be 
effective”, citing efforts to maintain gas supplies despite heavy 
losses in production. He replaces Yulia Svyrydenko, who resigned 
earlier this week. Zelenskyy has said only that the reshuffle 
reflects a change in Ukraine’s political strategy to meet “new 
challenges and new tasks” as the war with Russia continues.

Italy jails former-motorway CEO and 31 others
GENOA

AN Italian court sentenced 32 
defendants on Thursday, in-
cluding the former head of  mo-
torway operator Autostrade, 
for their role in a deadly bridge 
disaster eight years ago that 
killed 43 people.

Autostrade’s former chief  ex-
ecutive, Giovanni Castellucci, 
was found guilty of  vehicular 

homicide and negligence relat-
ed to the collapse of  the bridge 
in Genoa — one of  the country’s 
worst infrastructure disasters. 

The crowded courtroom was 
packed with relatives of  those 
who plunged to their deaths 
when the Morandi Bridge gave 
way in torrential rain on Au-
gust 14, 2018. Castellucci, who 
was accused of  postponing key 
maintenance work, was sen-
tenced to 12 years behind bars.

The former executive is al-
ready serving time for his re-
sponsibility in a 2013 accident 

in which a bus crashed through 
the barriers of  a viaduct, kill-
ing 40 people. 

“Today we can say there are 
those guilty of  the murder of  
our relatives,” said Michele 
Matti Altadonna, whose broth-
er was one of  the victims. “We 
are here for our loved ones, in 
their memory,” he told AFP. Le-
gal teams for some of  the de-
fendants. AFP

UK takes over Chinese-owned British Steel
LONDON

THE UK government has na-
tionalised British Steel to pro-
tect the nation’s steelmaking 
capacity after the company’s 
Chinese owners moved to shut 
the plant’s blast furnaces.

The Department for Business 
and Trade announced the move 
on Thursday, saying it would 
save thousands of  jobs and pro-
tect the UK’s national interest 

by ensuring a supply of  domes-
tically produced steel for major 
construction projects and the 
defense industry. “British Steel 
now belongs to the British peo-
ple, and our focus is on the fu-
ture: stabilising the business, 
backing the communities that 
rely on it and building a sustain-
able, competitive and decarbon-
ised steel sector for the years 
ahead,” Business Secretary Pe-
ter Kyle said in a statement.

An independent evaluation 
will be carried out to determine 
whether any compensation will 
be paid to the firm’s former 
owner, China’s Jingye Group.

The UK government took op-
erational control of  British Steel 
last year after Jingye said that it 
was considering closing the 
blast furnaces at its Scunthorpe 
plant in northern England. The 
blast furnaces are the last in the 
UK that make virgin steel.  AP

Don to return to his poll 
battle in national address
WASHINGTON

DONALD Trump is set to address the nation on Thursday 
night on topics he said will include elections and voting 
machines, suggesting he is likely to revisit some of  the 
unproven claims he has previously made about Republi-
can losses, particularly his own in 2020.

Trump has continued to revisit his 2020 election loss to 
Joe Biden and long-debunked fraud claims, even when dis-
cussing unrelated issues, underscoring his enduring focus 
on old political grievances. 

Trump has offered only vague details about the address, 
scheduled for 9pm. When asked by a reporter on Tuesday 
if  it would concern “election machines and integrity,” 

Trump said it would “concern that subject” and 
“we’ll have a couple of  other things to say 
also.” He went on to say that he has “really, re-
ally big news and our country has to shape up. 
But that’s what we’re going to be talking about 

Thursday.” 
He added that “it doesn’t get bigger 

because without free and fair elec-
tions, you don’t have a country.”  AP
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SHORT TERM TENDER  NOTIFICATION

SHIVAMOGGA, DAVANAGERE AND CHITRADURGA DIST 
CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCER’S SOCIETIES UNION LTD.,

Machenahalli, Nidige Post, Shivamogga – 577 222

IFT:No:SDCMUL/PUR/E.Proc/Tender-281E/2519/2026-27                          Date: 16.07.2026

Through GOK E-Procurement Portal only -  Logon to: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in  
Shivamogga, Davanagere and Chitradurga Dist Co-Operative Milk Producer’s Societies Union Ltd., invites in 
two tender document system i.e. technical and commercial system from the manufactures or from interested 
eligible bidders for supply of following materials.

1. Tender Documents may be downloaded from : 17.07.2026
 the e-Procurement/KPPP Portal of GOK from
2. Last date for uploading the filled Tender documents : on or before 24.07.2026 up to 16.00 Hours
3. Date of opening of Technical Tender : 27.07.2026  at 10.30 Hours
4. Date of opening of Commercial Tender : 28.07.2026  at 10.30 Hours

The bidder may download the tender documents with the Technical Specification, terms & conditions of the 
tender by paying e-portal fees. The details regarding participation for this tender can be obtained by login to 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. 
Any additional information regarding tender may be obtained from Deputy Manager (Purchase) during  
office hours, e-mail id :dmpur.shimul@gmail.com contact  nos: 08182-246161, Mob: 7760971951.

S.N Particulars Qty EMD (in Rs.)

1
Design, Supply, Installation and Commissioning of Ammonia Compressor 
with suitable Electric Motor, Starter including all necessary accessories and 
compressor platform civil work at Chitradurga Chilling Center

01 Nos 62,500/-

2
Supply, Installation and Commissioning of 20 KLPH Milk Chiller with Suitable 
Milk Pumps with all accessories at Chitradurga Chilling Center

01 Nos 37,500/-

3
Supply, Erection and Commissioning of High Speed Double Head Curd Milk 
Packing Machine at Davanagere Dairy under buy back system

01 Nos 37,500/-

4 Supply and Installation of Heavy duty Printer to Davanagere Dairy 01 Nos 15,000/-

Sd/- Managing Director 


