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Khamenei’s son Mojtaba is...
in the same Israeli strike that
killed the 86-year-old Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei. 

Political figures within Iran
have criticised handing over
the supreme leader’s title based
on heredity, comparing it to
the monarchy overthrown in
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
But top clerics in the Assembly
of Experts apparently voted for
continuity.

Khamenei, who is seen as
even harder-line than his late
father, will now be in charge of
Iran’s Armed Forces and any
decision about Tehran’s nuclear
programme. While Iran’s key
nuclear sites are in tatters after
the US bombed them during
the 12-day Israel-Iran war in
June, it still has highly enriched
uranium that’s a technical step
away from weapons-grade lev-
els. Khamenei could choose to
do what his father never did -
build a nuclear bomb. Israel
has already described him as
a potential target, while US
President Donald Trump has
called him “unacceptable” and
dismissed him as a “light-
weight.”

Both the Revolutionary
Guard and the Iran-backed
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah issued statements
in support of Khamenei.

Top Iranian security official
Ali Larijani, speaking to Iranian
state television, praised the
Assembly of Experts for “coura-
geously” convening even as
airstrikes continued in Tehran.
He said the younger Khamenei
had been trained by his father
and “can handle this situation.”

Regional anger grows as
energy infrastructure is hit and
oil prices spike: Saudi Arabia
lashed out at Iran following a
thwarted drone attack on its
massive Shaybah oil field, say-
ing Tehran would be the
“biggest loser” if it continues
to attack Arab states.

In the UAE, authorities said
two people were wounded by
shrapnel from the interception
of Iranian missiles over the cap-
ital, Abu Dhabi.

Iran also attacked Kuwait,
Qatar and Bahrain, where it hit
a residential area, wounding
32 people, including several
children, according to author-
ities. Another attack appeared
to have started a fire at Bahrain’s
only oil refinery, sending thick
plumes of smoke into the air.

Bahrain has also accused
Iran of damaging one of its
desalination plants, though its
electricity and water authori-
ty said supplies remained
online. 

conflict zone. Jaishankar said
the safety of Indian nation-
als and national interests,
such as energy security and

trade, remain the topmost
priority for the Government.

“India is in favour of peace
and urges a return to dia-
logue and diplomacy. We
advocate de-escalation,
restraint, and ensuring the
safety of civilians,” he said
in identical statements in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

India calls for dialogue to...

region, they said. 
ISRAEL SAYS 1 KILLED IN

IRANIAN MISSILE ATTACK;
WAR DEATH TOLL RISES TO
11: ISRAEL said on Monday
that an Iranian missile attack
killed a man, raising the
country’s death toll in the
war to 11. This marked the
first death from missiles in
Israel in a week.

A man was killed in cen-
tral Israel in a missile strike,
the first such death in Israel
in a week, and a woman was
wounded. Israel said it struck
the Iranian city of Isfahan,
hitting command centres for
the Revolutionary Guard and
its volunteer Basij force, as
well as a rocket engine pro-
duction facility and missile
launch sites. There was no

immediate confirmation
from Iran.

ISRAEL LAUNCHES NEW
STRIKES ON LEBANON:
Smoke billowed over Beirut
after Israel carried out
airstrikes on its southern
suburbs on Monday. 

Ahead of the strikes, the
Israeli army said it would
operate against targets asso-
ciated with the Hezbollah-
linked financial institution
al-Qard Al-Hasan - which
Israel said finances the mil-
itant group - and repeated
its warning to residents of
Beirut’s southern suburbs to
flee. The war has killed at
least 1,230 people in Iran, at
least 397 in Lebanon and 11
in Israel, according to offi-
cials.

Indian national injured in...

expected to carry India’s
cheetah story to even greater
heights.

Jwala has emerged as one
of the most successful
females in the project. She
first gave birth to four cubs
in March 2023, followed by
another litter of four in
January 2024. With this lat-
est litter of five, she has giv-
en birth to a total of 13 cubs
in India, of which nine are
currently thriving, including
Mukhi, the first cheetah cub
born in the country.

Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav lauded the develop-
ment as a “strong testament
to the success of India’s chee-
tah reintroduction efforts.”
He noted that the growing

numbers reflect the suit-
ability of the Madhya Pradesh
landscape for the species. Of
the total 53 cheetahs now in
India, 50 are stationed at
Kuno National Park, while
three are housed at the
Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary. 

The population includes:
33 Indian-born cubs thriv-

ing across different litters. 9
cheetahs from Botswana (six
females and three males)
who were released into quar-
antine enclosures on
February 28, 2026, and are
currently undergoing accli-
matisation. 

South African and
Namibian adults brought
during the initial phases of
the project.

India’s cheetah...

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (PTI) 

THE Enforcement Directorate
has approached the Delhi High
Court to expunge observations
made by a trial court regarding
its money laundering investiga-
tion while discharging former
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and others in the CBI-probed
Excise Policy case recently. 

The ED said that the February
27 order was a “clear case of judi-
cial overreach” because the court
neither examined the agency’s
evidence nor heard it while pass-
ing strictures against it. 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) chargesheet
relates to alleged irregularities
in the 2021 Delhi Excise Policy
introduced by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government. The
CBI and the ED investigated the
case independently. 

The court of Special Judge
Jitendra Singh made several
observations regarding the PMLA
and ED probe. The order specif-
ically mentioned that the
Supreme Court held in the 2022
Vijay Madanlal Choudhary case
that once the foundational edi-
fice of the predicate offence (CBI
case) crumbles, the superstruc-
ture of the ED case must neces-

sarily fall. The agency, in its peti-
tion filed on March 7, pointed to
several paragraphs of the order,
stating that the court’s observa-
tions against it were “adverse,
sweeping and unwarranted”
because the ED was not a party
to the deliberations and only the
merits of the CBI probe were
under consideration. 

If such sweeping, unguided,
bald observations are permitted
to stand, which have been passed
behind the back of the
Enforcement Directorate based
on pure conjectures, without
anchoring itself on any materi-
al or evidence gathered by the
ED... Grave and irreparable prej-
udice would be caused to the
public at large as well as the peti-
tioner (ED), the agency said. 

The ED stated that it was not
a party to the CBI proceedings
in any capacity and was not
allowed to be heard before the
adverse observations were
recorded, thereby “flagrantly vio-
lating the fundamental principles
of natural justice and judicial
decorum.” 

Therefore, the ED said, the
paragraphs concerning the
investigation, conducted inde-
pendently by the agency under
the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA), deserve
to be “expunged” and “deleted”
as they amount to a clear case of
judicial overreach. 
HC SEEKS STAND OF
KEJRIWAL, SISODIA ON CBI
PLEA AGAINST DISCHARGE:
THE Delhi High Court on
Monday sought the stand of for-
mer Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, his Deputy Manish
Sisodia and 21 others on a peti-
tion by the CBI challenging their
discharge in the liquor policy
case by the trial court. 

Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
issued notice to all the accused
people and listed the CBI’s peti-
tion for hearing on March 16.
“Let a reply be filed,” ordered
Justice Sharma.

The court said it would pass
an order asking the trial court to
defer proceedings to a later date
in the connected money laun-
dering case probed by the ED to
await the outcome in the pres-
ent matter. 

On a request made by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta on behalf
of the investigating agency, the
court further indicated that it
would stay the operation of “prej-
u d i c i a l ”
remarks by
trial court
on the 
CBI offi-
cials.

A Lioness at the Etawah Lion Safari Park has given birth to four
cubs, authorities said on Monday. (PTI)ED moves HC to expunge special

court’s observations against it
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