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TTD dismisses 
Karnataka CM’s 
proposal for first 
Nithya Harathi

MP highlights global potential 
of AP handloom heritage

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirumala

THE Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams Trust Board has dis-
missed Karnataka Chief  Minis-
ter DK Shivakumar’s proposal to 
introduce a new VIP protocol for 
the daily first Harathi (Nithya 
Harathi) at the hill shrine.

TTD Chairman BR Naidu said 
age-old rituals and scriptural 
customs cannot be altered by 
unilateral executive orders from 
a neighbouring state.

The row erupted after Shiva-
kumar announced plans to re-
serve sanctum access during the 
morning ritual for Karnataka’s 
ministers, MLAs, judges and 
senior bureaucrats.

Calling the statement a ‘casual 
remark’ and ‘authoritative over-
reach’, the board stressed that 
Nithya Harathi is a non-transfer-
able privilege historically ac-
corded to the Maharaja of  
Mysore.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

RAJYA Sabha Member V Vijay-
endra Prasad on Tuesday said 
Andhra Pradesh’s handloom 
heritage has vast global 
potential and urged the 
use of  Virtual Reality to 
connect master weavers 
with inter national 
buyers. 

He made the remarks 
after visiting the Andhra 
Pradesh Pavilion at Bharat Tex 
2026 in New Delhi.

Highlighting demand among 
the Diaspora and international 
consumers, particularly in the 

United States, he said Andhra 
Pradesh is well placed to emerge 
as a global sourcing hub for han-
dloom and textile products.

Lepakshi Chairman Pasupu-
leti Hari Prasad praised the 

Department of  Hand-
looms for showcasing 
heritage and investment 
opportunities under the 
AP Textile Policy 4.0. 

The pavilion, inaugu-
rated by Commissioner G. 

Re k h a  R a n i ,  f e at u re d 
GI-tagged products. AEPC ex-
pressed interest in partnering 
with the Department to boost ex-
ports through awareness and 
capacity-building programmes.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE bodies of  three Andhra 
Pradesh tourists who died in the 
Vietnam boat tragedy were re-
patriated and brought to their 
native places on Tuesday after 
the State Government coordi-
nated their return. 

The mortal remains arrived at 
Hyderabad’s Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport via Mumbai 
early morning and were trans-
ported to hometowns in ambu-
l a n c e s  a r r a n g e d  by  t h e 
government.

MSME Minister Kondapalli 
Srinivas supervised the process, 
met bereaved relatives, conveyed 
condolences and assured full 

support. The victims, Sridhar 
from Kadapa, Jayasri from 
Machilipatnam and Raviteja 
from Hindupur, were among In-
dian tourists killed when a boat 
capsized near Phu Quoc Island.

Under Chief  Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu’s guidance, 
the State worked with the Indian 
Embassy, Vietnamese authori-
ties and APNRT officials to re-
patriate the deceased and assist 
survivors. 

Kondapalli Srinivas said AP-
NRT would continue supporting 
Telugu people in emergencies 
worldwide.

Minister Kollu Ravindra at-
tended the funeral of  Gelli Jay-
alakshmi in Machilipatnam, 
personally overseeing arrange-
ments and consoling the family.

 He said the government would 
provide medical care for Gelli 
Kishore, injured in the accident. 
Krishna District Collector DK 
Balaji also attended.

Vietnam victims bodies reach home

Excise Minister Kollu Ravindra attends  
the funeral of Gelli  Jayalakshmi |  EXPRESS

TTD to appoint 791 Vedic scholars
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirumala

THE Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) Trust Board 
on Tuesday approved a series of  
landmark resolutions, including 
a rationalisation of  donor privi-
leges, the recruitment of  791 
Vedic scholars, and multi-crore 
infrastructure pushes across 
Tirumala and Vontimitta.

Addressing the media after 
the board meeting, TTD Chair-
man BR Naidu, alongside Execu-
tive Officer Muddada Ravichan-
dra, announced that a revamped 
privilege framework for donors 
will come into effect from Tues-
day midnight to bring transpar-
ency to trust management. The 
board, however, clarified that 
privileges for existing donors 
will remain protected.

In a major push for spiritual 
propagation, the board approved 
the recruitment of  791 Vedic 
scholars under the ‘Veda Paray-
anam’ Scheme. These pandits 
will be deployed across major 

temples in Andhra Pradesh for 
the uninterrupted recitation of  
the Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samave-
da, and Atharvana Veda.

For the Sri Kodandarama 
Swamy temple in Vontimitta, 
the board approved the alloca-
tion of  1,000 grams (1 kg) of  gold 
from the TTD treasury to manu-
facture golden armours (Kava-
chams) for the main deities. It 
also cleared a ̀ 17.84 crore tender 
to build a massive 100-room pil-
grim amenities complex at Von-
timitta, alongside clearing `2.11 
crore to acquire 6,103 square feet 
of  land for widening the tem-
ple’s North-East Mada Street. 

A `2.50 crore tender was ac-
cepted to construct the Salahar-
am on the Mukha Mandapam 
and complete the compound wall 
at the Sri Tatayyagunta Gan-
gamma temple in Tirupati.

Catering to the massive rush 
of  ordinary pilgrims, the board 
sanctioned `6.31 crore to build 
permanent shelter sheds, queue 
complexes, and toilets near the 

Alwar Tank area for Slotted Sar-
va Darshan token holders. Addi-
tionally, `2.77 crore was ap-
proved to construct a double-lane 
bridge to strengthen Kumarad-
hara and Pasupudhara dams.

In a boost to green energy, the 
board approved the installation 
of  an 800 KW wind turbine gen-
erator near the GNC area, to be 
donated by Wish Wind Infra-
structure, providing free elec-
tricity to TTD for 25 years. 

The board also resolved to fix 
the entry fee for the SV Museum 
at Tirumala at `50 (including 
GST) for visitors above 12 years, 
deciding to request the TATA 

Group to take over the museum’s 
management and maintenance.

To clear a 25-year-old solid 
waste accumulation at the Kaku-
lamanutippa forest area, the 
board cleared `5 crore for scien-
tific bio-remediation and bio-
mining. Further allocations in-
clude `2.35 crore for fire safety 
maintenance across Tirumala 
and Tirupati, and ̀ 2.91 crore for 
infrastructure and Facility Man-
agement Services (FMS) at the 
Octopus security base camp.

The board also approved the 
printing of  10 lakh diaries, 13.50 
lakh 12-page calendars, and 
75,000 6-page calendars for 2027. 

Administratively, the board 
cleared the demolition of  12 di-
lapidated cottages at TBC and 
ATC to build new ones through 
donors, enhanced the remunera-
tion of  artists across various 
TTD cultural projects based on 
skills, and moved a proposal to 
the government to upgrade 65 
server posts in the canteen divi-
sion to catering supervisors.

New move meant to ensure uninterrupted recitation of Vedas at major temples across AP
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