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Change of  name
I hitherto Known

as RENUKA
DEVI W/O-

TANKA PRASAD
KOIRALA R/O-
Kanglatongbi 
Hathikhuwa
Kanglatongbi 
Imphal West 

Manipur-795136,
have changed my
name and shall

hereafter be
known as SITA

DEVI KOIRALA.

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A bill providing
for punishment for any in-
sult or obstruction to singing
of  Vande Mataram will be in-
troduced in Lok Sabha in
Parliament’s session star-
ting July 20. The Prevention
of  Insults to National Hono-
ur (Amendment) Bill, clea-
red by the Union Cabinet ear-
lier, comes after guidelines
issued by the home ministry
made playing or singing the
national song mandatory at
official events where natio-
nal anthem ‘Jana Gana Ma-
na’ is played.

Bills listed for introduc-
tion in LS include one ma-
king the delayed registration
of  birth and death stringent.

Once the prevention of
insults to national honour
bill is cleared by both LS and
RS, the law will make insul-
ting the national song a pu-
nishable offence, bringing it

among the other high sym-
bols of  the republic, like the
national anthem; the natio-
nal flag; and the Constitu-
tion, whose insult attracts
criminal action.

BJP has maintained that
past ‘secular’ govts did not
accord Vande Mataram, in-
terwoven with the freedom
movement, its due place as
they relented to objections
from a section of  Muslims
due to the song’s Hindu ima-
gery. There have recently be-
en instances where Vande
was allegedly not given due
respect by state govt belong-
ing to opposition parties or

groups representing minori-
ty communities.

It would be noteworthy as
to how the proposed law desc-
ribes insult, as several mat-
ters related to the slight of
Vande have reached courts.

Amid intense specula-
tion that govt may bring back
the bill for delimitation and
implementing women’s re-
servation in LS and assem-
blies from 2029 after a united
opposition sank it in the last
session, a statement from 
the LS secretariat on the bills
to be introduced made no
mention of  it. The bill can be
introduced only after Cabi-

net’s clearance, with govt so-
urces saying its timing will
be firmed up once the ses-
sion begins.

Registration of  Births
and Deaths (Amendment)
Bill, cleared by Cabinet Tu-
esday, proposes births and
deaths reported after two ye-
ars can be registered only on
the order of  a first-class judi-
cial magistrate, replacing
the existing provision under
which approval from a DM,
SDM or executive magistra-
te sufficed.

Supreme Court (Number
of  Judges) Amendment Bill
will stamp Parliament’s nod
to the ordinance which has
increased the strength of
judges in SC from 33 to 37. 

The contentious Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, which was
introduced in LS in the last
session and drew sharp criti-
cism from opposition for its
alleged targeting of  funding
of  NGOs, especially those
linked to Christian bodies,
and the Viksit Bharat Shiks-
ha Adhishthan Bill, which
seeks to overhaul higher
education regulation and is
being scrutinised by a parlia-
mentary panel, are among
other bills for LS’s conside-
ration and passing.

Delimitation,
Women’s

Quota Bills Not
On Agenda Yet

Govt plans bill to punish those
who insult, block Vande singing 

Bills listed for introduction in LS include one making the delayed
registration of birth and death stringent

New Delhi:ED Thursday rei-
terated Fema is primarily a
civil legislation that through
Section 15 provides for com-
pounding of  contraventions
to facilitate voluntary comp-
liance, reduce litigation and
ensure expeditious disposal
of  cases, except those invol-
ving serious crimes like mo-
ney laundering, terror finan-
cing and affecting country’s
sovereignty and integrity.

“In all cases, RBI is the
competent authority to com-
pound eligible contraven-
tions,” the agency said.

The role of  ED, which is
the designated agency to in-
vestigate all violations of
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (Fema) after re-
commendation from RBI, is
to issue a no-objection certi-
ficate to the central bank
with regards to compoun-
ding of  offences. The clarifi-
cation came as RBI ordered
closure of  another Fema ca-
se by allowing compounding
of  offences against Apothe-
con Pharmaceutical.

“RBI has also issued mas-
ter directions on compoun-
ding of  contraventions under
Fema, prescribing a compo-
unding matrix for determi-
ning the compounding amo-
unt based on factors such as
the nature, gravity, duration
and amount involved in the
contravention,” ED said.

It said once RBI compo-
unds the contraventions, ED

drops proceedings and closes
the investigation. “Major ca-
ses where it has closed the in-
vestigations are brought to
the notice of  public at large
through press releases so that
in the case of  similar pending
investigations, application
for compounding may be filed
by the offenders before the
RBI,” it added.

In the latest case against
Apothecon Pharmaceuticals,
compounding of  offences has
been allowed after the accu-
sed paid a penalty of  Rs 40
lakh for offences which inclu-
ded delay in reporting foreign
inward remittances, issue of
shares before receipt of  re-
mittances and issue of  equiti-
es without approval of  govt.

“As a policy, ED issues an
NOC where the contraven-
tion is eligible for compoun-
ding, the prescribed condi-
tions are fulfilled and no in-
vestigation or other legal im-
pediment exists. This
facilitates voluntary compli-
ance, reduces avoidable liti-
gation and promotes ease of
doing business,” ED said.

Fema civil law, allows
compounding of

offences, reiterates ED

ED’s role is to issue no-objection
certificate to RBI with regards to
compounding of offences
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2SET MAN ON FIRE, GET CAUGHT IN FLAMES: A dispute over a man’s “secret marriage” ended
in tragedy when his former partner and her cousin allegedly set him on fire, only to be eng-
ulfed in the flames themselves, Punjab Police said Thursday. Police said Sandeep Singh and
Rajwinder recently broke up and he later married another woman. Rajwinder allegedly lu-
red him to her house and along with her cousin Harpal, allegedly set Sandeep on fire. Raj-
winder and Harpal were also caught in the blaze. Sandeep died on the spot. TNN

New Delhi: NSA Ajit Do-
val chaired the 5th Mee-
ting of  BIMSTEC
national security
chiefs as the grou-
ping that bridges
South Asia and So-
utheast Asia dis-
cussed “practical
and result-oriented” solu-
tions to combat terrorism
and organised crime, en-
sure security in the cyber,
maritime and energy do-

mains, enhance connecti-
vity and tackle new and
emerging threats.

The security chiefs 
also endorsed a set
of  guiding princi-
ples on the conduct
of  maritime law en-
forcement agenci-
es during interac-
tions at sea. 

These principles are
expected to outline refe-
rence points for increa-
sing predictability and
promoting safety during

maritime engagements
among member states, sa-
id India in a statement.

Doval stressed the ne-
ed for closer regional coo-
peration to tackle evol-
ving security challenges,
saying the current global
landscape marked by con-
flicts, geopolitical uncer-
tainties and technological
disruptions requires
BIMSTEC member states
to work together and take
“decisive action” for their
mutual benefit.

NSA urges decisive action by BIMSTEC
to deal with geopolitical uncertainties
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: A Pune court on
Thursday extended the
judicial custody of  
Siya Goyal and Chetan
Chaudhary — the prime
accused in Lonavala’s
Lohagad Fort murder
of  Goyal’s fiancé Ketan
Agarwal — till July 29.

Meanwhile, a police
team visited a temple in
Rajasthan to verify
whether Goyal and
Chaudhary had secretly
married. “Our team ex-
amined CCTV footage
from the temple and ne-
arby areas, but found no
evidence,” an investiga-
ting officer said. TNN

Court extends
Siya, Chetan’s

judicial custody
till July 29

New Delhi:Army chief
General Dhiraj Seth,
who is on a visit to the
Eastern Command, re-
viewed the operational
preparedness of  the
Tezpur-based IV Corps,
also known as the Gajraj
Corps, on Thursday. In
two days, he visited the
headquarters of  the
XXXIII Corps or Tris-
hakti Corps, in Sukna
and the III Corps (Spear
Corps) in Dimapur.

On Wednesday, the
Army chief  went to
Bengdubi military sta-
tion, which holds im-
mense strategic value as
it stands at the northern
entrance of  the crucial
Siliguri Corridor (also
referred to as ‘Chicken’s
Neck’). The vital strip of
land separates Nepal
from Bangladesh and is
less than 20 km wide at
its narrowest section.
As the only road and rail
link connecting the rest
of  India to the north-
east, this corridor is of
critical importance to
national security.

Army chief
Seth visits

Siliguri
Corridor
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