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Chatra: A WhatsApp messa-
ge did what 16 years of  sear-
ching could not. It brought a
missing father home. Ra-
mesh Ganjhu, 45, a daily wa-
ge earner from Benti village
in Jharkhand’s Chatra dis-
trict, about 150km northwest
of  Ranchi, left home nearly 2
decades ago after a minor fa-
mily dispute. His wife Munna
Devi and their two sons sear-
ched for years, then learned
to live with silence.

On June 18, a message
shared across volunteer
WhatsApp groups ended that
silence — and delivered a
twist few could script. Father
and elder son had been living
only kilometres apart in
Chennai, neither aware of
the other.

Unknown to them, Ra-
mesh had been battling men-
tal health issues and substan-
ce dependence. He drifted
through cities before ending
up homeless on Chennai’s
streets. Volunteers from
Chennai-based humanitari-

an organisation Udavum Ka-
rangal found him at Poona-
mallee on June 16 and bro-
ught him to its rehabilitation
centre. “He was given medi-
cal and psychiatric care,” sa-
id Srinivasa Rao, a social wor-
ker associated with the NGO.
As treatment helped Ramesh
recover fragments of  memo-
ry, volunteers learned he was
from Jharkhand. They circu-
lated his photograph and de-
tails through WhatsApp gro-
ups run by volunteers across
states. The digital bread-
crumb trail led to a small gro-
cery shop in neighbouring
Kalyanpur village. Its shop-
keeper recognised Ramesh
and alerted Munna, who qu-
ickly contacted her elder son

Nageshwar.
Then came the jaw-drop-

ping coincidence. Nagesh-
war was working on Chenna-
i’s outskirts — only a few kilo-
metres from the rehabilita-
tion centre where Ramesh
was staying. Within hours,
father and son met. Sixteen
lost years collapsed into one
emotional reunion.

Ramesh returned to Benti
on June 21, greeted by villa-
gers who had long assumed
the family’s wait would never
end. “My prayers have finally
been answered,” Munna sa-
id, struggling to contain her
emotions. Nageshwar, who
was only 5 when his father
went missing, said, “I have fa-
int memories of  him and the
pain of  losing him early in li-
fe. I am just happy he is back.”

For a family that had sear-
ched without success for near-
ly 2 decades, a phone message
became a lifeline. “When
technology is combined with
empathy, it doesn’t just con-
nect devices — it reconnects
lives,” said Pappa Vidyaakar,
founder of  the NGO.

A WA message brings home
a dad missing for 16 years

Ramesh Ganjhu with his son Nagesh-
war after their reunion in Chennai
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Bareilly: A police sniffer dog
helped Sambhal police trace the
accused in the sexual assault of
a six-year-old girl after investi-
gators found no CCTV footage,
eyewitnesses or immediate fo-
rensic leads. Mary, a seven-year-
old Labrador, followed the scent
from a scarf  recovered near the
spot and led officers through
narrow lanes to a house less
than 300 metres away, reports
Krishna Chaudhary.

Sambhal SP K K Bishnoi sa-
id police had no clear lead and
decided to deploy Mary, who had
assisted in several difficult cases
earlier. Given the scarf  recove-
red from the area, she tracked
the scent through the locality
and stopped outside a residenti-
al house. When police raided the
house, the accused had fled. Offi-
cers chased him, and police said
he opened fire when cornered.
He was injured in retaliatory ac-
tion, overpowered and taken in-
to custody. Police later conduc-
ted a scent identification para-
de, during which Mary moved
past several people and sat besi-
de the accused, confirming the
trail, officers said. The accused
was arrested and charged under
the Pocso Act. Police said the
operation, from deploying the
dog to making the arrest, was
completed in under 48 hours.
Bishnoi announced a cash re-
ward of  Rs 10,000 for Mary.

Scent of a scarf:
Sniffer dog cracks

6-yr-old’s rape case 

Coimbatore: Ten days after a
fish trader passed away, a rela-
tive and his friend dug up the
grave, exhumed the body, and
stole a three-sovereign (24gm)
gold chain from the corpse 
at Sowripalayam graveyard 
in Coimbatore on June 16.

Nagaraj, 56, who died on
June 6, was buried wearing
the chain with a fish-shaped
pendant. His family discov-
ered the disturbed grave 
during preparations for his
16th-day ritual. Graveyard
worker Karthikeyan alleged-
ly said relative Sakthivel, 35,
and his friend Manikandan,
46, stole the chain and rebu-
ried the body. The duo later
melted and pawned the
chain. Police have registered
two separate cases and are in-
vestigating. A hunt has been
launched for Sakthivel. TNN

Grave dug up,
gold stolen
from corpse

Kolkata: Bengal BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya
Monday condemned recent
incidents of  protesters hur-
ling eggs at Trinamool func-
tionaries and sought to dis-
tance his party from such
acts, saying these only tarnis-
hed the state’s image. 

“This is not a model to re-
gister your protest in BJP. Why
should any BJP worker throw
eggs?” he said. “The entire na-
tion is watching. This is a loss
of  face for West Bengal. This
must stop now.” Earlier, he had
cautioned BJP workers aga-
inst any violence. A few days
ago, state’s municipal affairs
minister Agnimitra Paul had
blamed such incidents on “na-
tural outburst of  public fru-
stration against alleged misgo-
vernance and corruption”.

Egg attacks must
stop, says Bengal

BJP chief
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