
LUCKNOW: A Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) probe has
allegedly exposed the misuse of
the Head Office (HO)/VIP quota
by a ticket brokerage network
that procured confirmed rail-
way tickets using fake identities
and sold them to passengers at
inflated prices, railway officials
said on Wednesday.

The case came to light during
a verification drive on Train No.
20104 (Gorakhpur to Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus Express) after
intelligence inputs suggested
that passengers travelling on
HO quota tickets were using
fake identities. Acting on the
information, an RPF team
boarded the train and verified
passengers occupying seats
allotted under the quota.

During the verification on
Tuesday evening, a passenger
travelling on Seat No. 27 in
coach S-2 was allegedly found
using a false identity. He identi-
fied himself as Sunil, a resident
of Siddharthnagar, instead of
the name printed on the ticket.
His identity was verified using
his Aadhaar details. HTC
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LUCKNOW: The Special Task
Force (STF) has arrested a Bijnor
resident for allegedly operating
an interstate racket that fraudu-
lently obtained learner’s driving
licences by bypassing      Aad-
haar-based video verification
and online tests on the        gov-
ernment’s Sarathi transport por-
tal.

According to a press note
issued by the STF on Wednesday,
the accused, identified as Ibra-
him Ansari, a resident of
Phulsanda Hira village in Bij-
nor’s Nahtaur area, was arrested
from his house on Tuesday fol-
lowing intelligence inputs about
the illegal operation.

The STF said Ansari allegedly
prepared learner’s licences for
applicants from Uttar       Pra-
desh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pra-
desh, Kerala and several other
states by manipulating the
online licensing process and
charging money through UPI
payments.
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LUCKNOW: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested the branch manager
and credit officer of the Bank of
Baroda’s Koireepur branch in
Uttar Pradesh’s Sultanpur dis-
trict for allegedly demanding
and accepting a bribe from a
borrower to release the over-
draft component of a loan sanc-
tioned under the Chief Minister
Yuva Udyami Yojana, informed
senior CBI officials in a press
note on Wednesday. 

The officials said the arrested
officials have been identified as
Swarnim Srivastava, Branch
Manager, Bank of Baroda, Koi-
reepur Branch, and Pushpak
Chaudhary, Credit Officer at the
same branch. They said the case
was registered on Monday fol-
lowing a complaint from a bene-
ficiary of the state government’s
entrepreneurship promotion
scheme.

“The complainant alleged that
he had been sanctioned a ₹5 lakh
loan under the CM Yuva Udyami
Yojana, under which the term
loan component had already
been disbursed, while the over-
draft facility was still pending.
The complaint alleged that the
two bank officials demanded an
illegal gratification of ₹45,000
for releasing the pending over-
draft amount despite the loan
having already been sanctioned,”
said a CBI official and added,
“The CBI laid a trap arrested the
two accused on Tuesday acting
on the complaint”

During the operation, credit
officer Pushpak Chaudhary was
caught red-handed while alleg-
edly accepting ₹35,000 as bribe
from the complainant, acting in
collusion with and at the behest
of branch manager Swarnim
Srivastava, the agency said. The
CBI said the probe is ascertain-
ing circumstances surrounding
the alleged demand and accept-
ance of the bribe.

CBI arrests BOB branch 
mgr, credit officer in 
₹35,000 bribery trap

LUCKNOW: Vigilance Establish-
ment on Wednesday arrested a
deputy commissioner of the
state GST department in Vara-
nasi while allegedly accepting a
bribe of ₹50,000 from an
industrialist, vigilance officials
said.

The arrested officer was
identified as Ambika, deputy
commissioner, State GST (Sec-
tor 6), Varanasi.

According to the Vigilance
Establishment, the complain-
ant, AK Maurya, director of
Black Smith Industries Pvt Ltd
and a resident of Varanasi,
alleged that the officer had
demanded ₹50,000 for clarifi-
cation and disposal of matters
related to the company’s Febru-
ary 2023 GST return and
assessment proceedings.
Maurya submitted a complaint
to the superintendent of police,
UP Vigilance Establishment. 

Officials said a preliminary
verification confirmed the alle-
gations. HTC

GST DEPUTY 
COMMISSIONER 
HELD TAKING ₹50K 
BRIBE IN VARANASI 

LUCKNOW: Under the cover of
darkness, fuel tankers would
appear motionless on computer
screens while, several kilome-
tres away, petrol and diesel
were allegedly being siphoned
off. 

Lucknow Police on Wednes-
day said the fuel theft syndicate,
which was busted on Sunday,
allegedly exploited weaknesses

in GPS tracking and electronic
tanker locks to evade detection,
exposing critical gaps in oil
companies’ transport security
systems.

The findings emerged during
Operation Ethanol Shield, a
Crime Branch investigation into
fuel theft, adulteration and
black marketing. 

Police said the probe, which

led to the arrest of four accused
and seizure of more than 16,000
litres of petrol, diesel, solvent
and other petroleum products,
uncovered a network that had
allegedly mastered the technol-
ogy designed to stop it.

According to additional DCP
(Crime) Kiran Yadav, the gang
operated between 11 pm and 5-6
am, when most urban petrol

pumps remain shut. 
At a predetermined roadside

halt, the tanker driver reached
beneath the dashboard near the
clutch assembly and discon-
nected the power supply to the
GPS unit. Instantly, the tracking
system froze at its last recorded
location, making it appear in the
control room that the tanker
had not moved. HTC
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LUCKNOW: State Agency for
Comprehensive Health Insur-
ance Scheme (SACHIS) has initi-
ated action against 16 hospitals
after instances of negligence
were found. SACHIS, which
monitors implementation of
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, con-
ducted surprise inspections at 20
hospitals in Bijnor.

SACHIS CEO Archana Verma
stated, “The objective of inspec-
tion was to ensure all hospitals
empanelled under the scheme
were fully complying with guide-
lines. A 3-member special team
conducted surprise inspections
at 20 different empanelled hos-
pitals in Bijnor. During the
inspection, the team thoroughly
examined the healthcare servi-
ces being provided to patients,
treatment procedures, docu-
ments, records, claim processes
and other necessary arrange-

ments.” The investigation found
that several hospitals were not
fully complying with the pre-
scribed standards of the scheme.
Deficiencies in adherence to the
Standard Treatment Guidelines
as well as shortcomings related
to quality standards were found
at several locations.

“Non-compliance with the pre-
scribed guidelines was detected 
in 16 hospitals. Of these, 6 have 
been issued suspension notices 
and orders have been passed to 
withhold their payments, while 
10 hospitals have been served 
notices for irregularities,” said 

Verma. The penalties will now be
calculated, and a penalty 
amounting to 10 times the appli-
cable amount will be imposed. 
Irregularities found at these hos-
pitals included repeatedly admit-
ting patients from the same fam-
ily, booking ICU beds without 
necessity, and similar practices. 
Notices have also been issued to 
the audit agency, while the Dis-
trict Programme Coordinator has
been served a show cause notice.
Verma stated, “If any hospital 
shows negligence in providing 
quality treatment to beneficiaries,
strict action will be taken in 
accordance with the rules.” She 
added, the department’s objective
is to ensure that every eligible 
beneficiary under the Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana receives transpar-
ent, standards-based and high-
quality healthcare services in a 
timely manner so that chief min-
ister Yogi Adityanath’s vision of a
healthy and empowered UP can 
be effectively realised.

16 empanelled hospitals face action 
after Ayushman Scheme negligence 
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LUCKNOW:  Flagging severe
shortage of teachers in Uttar
Pradesh’s government primary,
upper primary and secondary
schools and pointing out that
more than 81,000 sanctioned
teaching posts remain vacant,
the Centre has asked the state
government to expedite
recruitment.

The observations were made
in the minutes of the Project
Approval Board (PAB) meeting
of the Union education minis-
try held on May 14 to review
Uttar Pradesh’s Annual Work
Plan and Budget (AWP&B) for

2026-27 under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme. According to
the document, 77,400 of the
2,50,488 sanctioned posts of
elementary school teachers are
vacant in the state. At the sec-
ondary level, 4,421 out of 11,083
sanctioned teaching posts are
lying vacant. In total, over 31%
of these posts are lying vacant.

“In view of the significant
number of vacancies, the state
is advised to expedite the
recruitment process to ensure
adequate staffing in both ele-
mentary and secondary
schools,” the ministry said in
the report.

When contacted, Partha Sar-
thi Sen Sharma, additional
chief secretary basic and sec-
ondary education, UP, said,
“ T h e  C M  h a s  a l r e a d y
announced that 10,000 more
teachers will be recruited for
urban primary teachers. The
UP Education Service Selection
Commission (UPESSC) has just

conducted the TET and results
are expected shortly. For sec-
ondary schools too, the recruit-
ment process is on.”The report
also flagged an increase in
schools facing teacher shorta-
ges despite a decline in single-
teacher primary schools. While
the number of single-teacher
government primary schools
fell from 2,586 in 2023-24 to
2,329 in 2024-25, the number of
single-teacher upper primary
schools rose from 3,109 to 3,288
during the same period. The
ministry noted that the share of

government upper primary
schools with an adverse pupil-
teacher ratio increased from
22% to 29%, and urged the state
to take corrective measures to
ensure compliance with RTE
norms.

ACS Sen Sharma said, “The
teacher pupil ratio in primary
government schools is 19:1 and
upper primary schools 21:1
which is better than RTE
norms.” The review also high-
lighted shortages in teacher
education institutions. It noted
that the vacancy rate in the
SCERT has increased from
16.67% in 2024-25 to 25% this
year. Similarly, vacancies in
District Institutes of Education
and Training (DIETs) have
risen from 42.24% to 45%. UP
government informed the
Project Approval Board that
the recruitment process for
vacant posts in SCERT and
DIETs had already been initi-
ated.

Nearly 31% posts of govt school 
teachers vacant in Uttar pradesh
Centre asks UP govt to 
expedite recruitment to 
fill over 81K posts in 
primary, upper primary 
and secondary schools
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KANPUR: The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has informed the Luc-
know bench of the Allahabad
high court that it is preparing a
stringent law to ban the manu-
facture, sale and use of lethal
‘Chinese manjha’.

The state said compensation
for victims is also being consid-
ered under the proposed legisla-
tion, likely to be named the UP
Lethal Manjha (Prohibition of
Manufacture, Sale and Use) Act.

It informed the court that Chi-
nese Manjha is now available
online and there is a newspaper
report to this effect. “Let learned
counsel for the opposite parties
look into this aspect of the mat-
ter also,” the court directed.

A division bench of Justice
Rajan Roy and Justice Manjive
Shukla was also informed that
amendments to the Police Act
are being contemplated and that
a recent enforcement drive had
been conducted against the ille-
gal trade.

The submissions were made
on July 13 during the hearing of a
2018 PIL filed by a lawyer, ML
Yadav, who appeared in person,
along with a connected PIL seek-
ing a ban on the import, sale and
use of Chinese manjha across
UP. The court order was
uploaded on July 15.

As per an earlier order of the
court, Rajeev Krishna, DGP; San-
jay Prasad, ACS (home); Kamini
Ratan, principal secretary (state
tax); Ms V Hekali Zhimonia,
principal secretary (environ-
ment) and Arun Kumar, ACS
(infrastructure & industrial
development), joined the pro-
ceedings through video confer-
encing on July 13.

“The officers who joined
today through video conferenc-
ing need not appear again unless
specifically called,” the court

said.
The bench had said that the

deliberations on the proposed
enactment shall be expedited
and something tangible in the
form of an enactment should
come out as soon as possible,
before the next date of hearing.

On the previous hearing, an
intervenor advocate SMH Rizvi
had appeared on behalf of man-
ufacturers and traders dealing in
kites and traditional kite-flying
material. 

He argued that under the
guise of action against Chinese
manjha, authorities were also
confiscating traditional and non-
harmful kite-flying material and
harassing businessmen.

The bench had asked the state
authorities to ensure that no
harassment is caused to busi-
nessmen who are not indulging
in illegal and prohibited activi-
ties. 

The court directed to list this
matter on July 27 for the next
hearing.

UP tells HC: Preparing law 
to ban ‘Chinese manjha’, 
compensate victims

A DIVISION BENCH 
OF JUSTICE RAJAN 
ROY AND JUSTICE 
MANJIVE SHUKLA 
WAS ALSO 
INFORMED THAT 
AMENDMENTS TO 
THE POLICE ACT 
ARE BEING 
CONTEMPLATED 
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