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We also deliberated on

| the reciproral transport
agreement between the gov-

ernments of Sikkim and
West Bangnl. particularly
the long standing demand
to enhance the quota of
countersignature permity
for Stkkim registored taxis
operating to Bengal In a
significant and welcome de
ciston, the chief minister of
Rengal approved an Increase
in the existing quota from
3,000 10 6,000 permits.” the
Sikkim chiel minister wrote
on Facebonk
“This will enable a greater
number of SIkkim registered

taxls to ply across varfous
parts of Bengal. especial
ly Siligur:, theroby greatly
benefiting our Sarathis and
strengthening [nter state con
neetivity,” he wrote
However, transporters of
Bongal, especially Sligurt re
acted 1o this with worry. “The
increaso in the number of
Sikkim vehicles operating in
Bengal will impart transport
ers like us In Sikkim. trans
parters get capital subsidy to
buy vehicles like luxury cabs.
bul here, in Bengal, we have
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| 2 elephants

found dead
in north
forests

OURBUREAL

Alipurduar/ Jalpaiguri
Twu wild elephants were
found dead in Alipurduar
and Jalpaigurt districts on
Thursday
In Alipurduar, an adult
tusker was found dead in the
| olka forest range of the Buxa
| Tiger Reserve (east) division
| in the morming Fores depart-
| ment officers said the apimal
was electrocuted after coming
into contact with an illegally
enerased fence erected (o pro-
tect agricultural fields
Local people spotted the
carcass, A team led by Kumar
Vimal, the field director of the
BTR. reached the spot
The foresters recovered a
long power calile connected to
the main power supply line of
a nearby farmland purported-

The carcass of the
electrocuted elephant in the
Volka forest range of the
Buxa Tiger Reserve
on Thursday

Iy owned by Mithun Rava, who
also had his field enclosed with
high voltage wire

After preliminary inves-
tigation. Mithun and Palash
Rava._ anather resident, were
detained for questioning

According to the data, 22
elephants were electrocut
ed in the region in the past
10 years,

In Jalpaiguri district, an
elephant was found dead on
the Teesta riverbed near Ban-
iapara in Patkata panchayat
close to the Teesta embank
ment of Jalpaiguri town For-
esters said they were waiting
for the postmortem repart
to know the cause of the sub-
adult’s death
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