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tHESuPrEMEcourtontues-
daydirectedtheodishagovern-
menttodecidewithinamonth
ontheremissionpleaofravin-
draPalaliasDaraSingh,whois
serving a life sentence for the
1999 murder of Australian
missionary Graham Staines
andhis twominorsons.

A Bench of JusticesManoj
Misra and Vijay Bishnoi ad-
journedthemattertoAugust19
aftertheodishagovernmentin-
formed the court that the State

SentencereviewBoard,which
is examining Singh’s plea, had
soughtcertainrecordsthatwere
yettobemadeavailable.

“In such circumstances,we
deem it appropriate to adjourn
thismatter to19.08.2026. In the
meantime, we expect that the
committee shall take its deci-
sion,”theBenchsaid.

Speaking toTheIndianEx-
press,Singh’scounselAPSingh
saidthestateinformedthecourt
that theStateSentencereview
Board had considered 56 re-
mission cases, including
Singh’s, at its July 6meeting.

“the state soughtmore time to
verify certain records as Singh
belongs to Auraiya district in
uttar Pradesh. the court has
askedittotakeadecisionbyAu-
gust 15,” he said. A senior gov-
ernment official said the state
was awaiting records from the

Auraiyadistrictauthorities.
Singh has been lodged in

Keonjhardistrictjailfor26years.
HemovedSc inJuly2024seek-
ing remission, stating he had
spent24yearsinprisonandhad
repentedforhisactions.Hewas
37whenhewasarrested.

Stainesmurder:ConvictDaraseeksreleaseRs500-crore ‘fake silver
offerings’ atVaishno:Court
summonsprobeofficer
ArunSharma
Jammu,July 14

AcourtinJammuhasasked
aninquiryofficeroftheJ&KPo-
lice’s crime Branch to appear
personally before it with rec-
ordspertainingtoallegedoffer-
ings of “fake silver” worth
aroundrs500croreat theShri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine in
thetrikutaHillsnearKatra.

the directions from chief
Judicial Magistrate, Jammu,
MunishKumarManhas, came
onMonday in an application
filed by Advocate Deepak
Sharma.thecJMhaslistedthe
matter forJuly29.

Sharma had earlier sub-
mittedadetailedcomplaintbe-
foretheInspectorGeneralofPo-
lice,crimeBranch,Jammu,and
the Senior Superintendent of
Police,crimeBranch,Economic
offencesWing,Jammu,seeking
registrationofanFIrandacom-
prehensive investigation into
thealleged“adulteration,substi-
tution andpossiblemisappro-
priation” of silver offerings at
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Ji
Shrine. the complaint dated
May9hadallegedcognizableof-
fences likecriminalconspiracy,
cheating, criminal breach of
trust, misappropriation, ma-
nipulation of records and the
possibleprocurementoruseof
cadmium-ladenmaterial.

the complainant said that

heapproachedthecourtseeking
anaction-takenreportandadi-
rectionfortheregistrationofan
FIrandinvestigation,claiming
thatnoeffectiveactionwasdis-
closedbythecrimeBranch.

thecrimeBranchhad filed
a status report pursuant to the
court’s directions, stating that
thecomplainthadinitiallybeen
forwarded to crime Head-
quarters, Srinagar, for approval
and,afterreceiptofsuchappro-
val, itwas thereafter forwarded
to the Zonal Police Head-
quarters,Jammu,for“appropri-
ateaction”.

Advocate Sharma, onMon-
day, argued that themere ad-
ministrative forwarding of the
complaint doesnot amount to
lawfulactionuponinformation
disclosingcognizableoffences.

He submitted the crime
Branch, Economic offences
Wing,isanotifiedpolicestation,
withitsSuperintendentofPolice
functioningastheStationHouse
officer.Healsopointedoutthat
thestatusreportdidnotdisclose
anystepshavingbeentakenfor
thepreservationof crucial evi-
dence. the controversy arose
from reports that 20 tonnes of
silver offerings made at the
shrine,statedtobeworthrs550
crore,were sent by the Shrine
Board for testing,melting and
processing, and that only 5-6%
of thematerialwas found tobe
actualsilver.
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