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T
he services of the
Kochi Water Metro
ferries are expect-

ed to be extended to Kada-
makudy, a popular tourist
attraction in the district, by
Onam.

A �oating pontoon for
berthing ferries is ready at
the Kadamakudy terminal,
while the �nal works on
the much-awaited terminal
are nearing completion.
The electric charging in-
frastructure will be ready
in 10 days. “We are cur-
rently awaiting the reloca-
tion of the many Chinese
�shing nets along the
route, which obstruct the
smooth movement of fer-
ries to the terminal. This
may take up to two months
and has to be initiated by
the Fisheries department.
Simultaneously, dredging
of the terminal premises
will be carried out to en-
sure adequate depth for
the vessels,” said Sajan
John, chief operating o�c-
er, Kochi Water Metro Li-
mited (KWML).

KWML is awaiting the

delivery of three more fer-
ries from Cochin Shipyard
to extend operations to Ka-
damakudy. 

The Kadamakudy exten-
sion will be followed by the
extension of ferry services
from the High Court termi-
nal to Edakochi via Mattan-
cherry, and subsequently
by the commencement of
operations from the Ernak-
ulam terminal planned
next to the State Water
Transport department’s
Ernakulam Boat Jetty. The

tendering process for the
terminal is under way,
sources said.

KWML is awaiting the
State government’s nod to
operate ferries in the Aluva
Metro station-international
airport corridor through
the Periyar. 

“The distance can be co-
vered in around 15 minutes
if Water Metro ferries are
allowed to operate at a
speed of 20 knots [36
kmph]. The Metro station
and the terminal can be

linked directly if an ap-
proximately 70-metre-long
skywalk is built,” sources
said.

Meanwhile, Kochi Metro
Rail Limited managing di-
rector Loknath Behera said
a private engineering col-
lege had been tasked with
conducting a study regard-
ing the proposal. “The re-
sults are expected in a
month’s time. A study on
the technical aspects of the
airport extension would
follow suit,” he added.

Extension of Water Metro
to Kadamakudy by Onam

The Water Metro terminal at Kadamakudy. KWML is awaiting the delivery of three more ferries from

Cochin Shipyard to extend operations to Kadamakudy. FILE PHOTO 

Relocation of Chinese �shing nets along the route and dredging of the terminal 

premises are the remaining works before services can begin, says KWML chief

John L. Paul
KOCHI

Over one lakh people have
done self-enumeration for
the Houselisting and
House Census, the �rst
phase of Census 2027, in
Ernakulam.

As many as 1,04,491 res-
pondents have entered
the required details online
as of 5 p.m. on Friday, o�-
cials said. Ernakulam was
leading the list of districts
in self-enumeration well
ahead, with Malappuram
recording a distant second
with 48,457 respondents,
followed by Thiruvanan-
thapuram with 46,706.

Despite reaching the 1-
lakh mark, the response to
the self-enumeration
phase in Ernakulam dis-
trict has fallen far below

the district administra-
tion’s expectations as only
four days remain before
the June 30 deadline, o�-
cials admitted.

According to an infor-
mal estimate, Ernakulam
has around 10 lakh build-
ings, including residential
houses, and o�cials said
they had expected resi-
dents of at least half of
them to complete
self-enumeration.

“A higher number of
self-enumerations would
make the door-to-door en-
umeration phase, which
starts on July 1, much ea-
sier. It appears the mes-
sage about the importance
of self-enumeration has
not reached people as in-
tended,” a senior district
o�cial said.

With the deadline ap-

proaching fast, o�cials
are hoping that participa-
tion will go up during the
next few days. 

Support sought
The administration has al-
so sought the support of
residents’ associations
and elected representa-
tives of local bodies to en-
courage more households
to complete the process
before June 30. The cam-
paigns through various go-
vernment departments,
social media, Kochi metro
and Water Metro, digital
boards, and electronic
media will also be intensi-
�ed over the weekend, of-
�cials said.

O�cials added self-en-
umeration considerably
reduces the workload of
enumerators.

District crosses 1-lakh mark
in Census self-enumeration
The Hindu Bureau
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The Palarivattom police
have arrested a 43-year-old
man for allegedly posing as
an Indian Navy o�cer and
duping a Pathanamthitta
native of ₹18 lakh by pro-
mising jobs in a public sec-
tor company.

Bimal Namboothiri, 43,
a native of Adoor in Patha-
namthitta, was nabbed
from Chengamanad in Alu-
va on Thursday, the police
said. They seized Navy un-
iforms, insignia, walkie-tal-
kies, swords, and plaques
from his apartment at Pa-
divattom. The accused was
produced before a court
and remanded in judicial
custody.

Man posing
as Navy o�cer
held in alleged
cheating case
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A 43-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly creat-
ing a ruckus and vandalis-
ing properties on the
residential premises of Er-
nakulam MP Hibi Eden.
The arrested person has

been identi�ed as Alex
Chacko, a resident of Thri-
punithura. The alleged in-
cident took place around 3
a.m. on Thursday at the
MP’s residence on George
Eden Road in Kaloor. The
accused allegedly tres-
passed into the premises,
threatened Mr. Eden, and

attempted to set his car on
�re. He also allegedly van-
dalised around 30 �ower
pots in the front yard.

According to the �rst in-
formation report, the ac-
cused allegedly committed
the o�ences after Mr. Eden
questioned certain com-
munal remarks he had

made during telephone
conversations between
them. The police registered
a case based on a com-
plaint lodged by the MP’s
wife, Anna Linda Eden.
The accused was produced
before the court and re-
manded to judicial custo-
dy, the police said.

Man arrested for ‘vandalism’ at MP’s residence
The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI
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