
03 HUBBALLI 12�07�2026SUNDAY

Man ends life over money-lending 
harassment, leaves six-page note
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @Gadag 

A 38-year-old man, Sampath Dandagi, a 
resident of  Kariyammakal Extension, al-
legedly committed suicide by hanging 
himself  on Saturday, citing relentless 
harassment over ‘meter interest’ as the 
primary cause. In a selfie video and a six-
page death note recovered from the scene, 
Dandagi detailed names, monetary trans-
actions, and how he was allegedly trapped 
and driven to the extreme step. He also 
mentioned that he had taken about Rs 60 
lakh on interest to lend to others and 
urged investigators to check audio files 
on his mobile phone and CCTV footage 
from his house for further clarity.

According to family sources, Dandagi 
was threatened by two local men—Dharma-
gouda Kariyanagoudar and Ravi Shivan-
agutti—who claimed that cheques in his 
and his wife’s names were outstanding. 

His wife and mother have alleged that 

the duo repeatedly threatened to file a 
cheque bounce case, subjecting him to con-
tinuous mental torture. In his poignant 
video message, Dandagi said: “I went to 
help people, and this is where I stand today. 
I helped those in need, but no one came to 
my aid when I was in trouble. Maruti Ka-
rane spread misinformation about me. 
Now they are threatening me over money 
taken from Dharmagouda Kariyanagou-
dar. I am taking this decision without 
knowing where I am going.”

The Gadag Extension police have reg-
istered a case and initiated an investi-
gation. While authorities have externed 
13 individuals over the past three 
months in connection with illegal mon-
ey-lending, officials admitted that the 
menace of  ‘meter interest’ continues to 
persist in the region.”Investigation is 
underway, and all aspects will be ascer-
tained after a thorough probe,” a police 
official said.

Maha’s TET 
language policy 
for Kannada 
teachers flayed
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Hubballi

THE Karnataka Vidyavardhaka 
Sangha (KVS), Dharwad, has strong-
ly condemned the Maharashtra gov-
ernment’s decision to require Kan-
n a d a - m e d i u m  t e a c h e r s  i n 
Maharashtra to write the Teacher 
Eligibility Test (TET) in Marathi, al-
leging that the move violates the 
norms of  the National Council for 
Teacher Education (NCTE) and is 
aimed at weakening Kannada edu-
cation in the border areas. In a reso-
lution passed at a special executive 
committee meeting, the sangha de-
scribed the decision as ‘unconstitu-
tional’ and an act of  discrimination 
a g a i n s t  K a n n a d a - s p e a k i n g 
teachers. 

It stated that Karnataka conducts 
the TET for teachers of  Marathi-
medium schools in Marathi, and 
Maharashtra should adopt a similar 
approach by allowing Kannada 
teachers to write the examination in
Kannada. The sangha alleged that 
the Maharashtra government’s re-
fusal to provide the examination in 
Kannada reflects an intention to dis-
courage Kannada learning and edu-
cation. It also expressed concern 
that the Maharashtra government 
had ignored the proposal submitted 
by the Karnataka government on 
the issue.

Warning of  strong protests by the 
Kannada-speaking community if  
the decision is not withdrawn, the 
sangha urged Chief  Minister D K 
Shivakumar to immediately inter-
vene and take up the matter with 
Maharashtra Chief  Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and to ensure justice 
for Kannada teachers. The sangha 
executive committee also appealed 
to Union Minister for Education 
Dharmendra Pradhan to treat the 
issue with urgency and initiate nec-
essary steps to resolve the matter.

Monsoon brings back sea 
erosion nightmares to U-K

S U B H A S H  C H A N D R A  N  S @ Karwar

AS the Southwest Monsoon lashes 
the coast, the familiar terror of  sea 
erosion has returned to Uttara 
Kannada, swallowing homes and 
livelihoods across 15 villages.  Of-
ficial data shows that 11.282 kilo-
metres of  coastal land have al-
ready been damaged, with 
Harwada in Ankola taluk alone 
losing 2.2 kilometres to the advanc-
ing sea. For Suresh, a resident of  
Harwada, the nightmare began in 
the dead of  night. Jolted awake by 
the roar of  torrential rain and 
crashing waves, he found seawater 
gushing into his house. In a des-
perate race against time, he and 
his family managed to salvage 
wooden doors, windows, and roof  
tiles before fleeing to safety. Mo-
ments later, they stood helplessly 
as witnesses to their own home be-
ing battered and damaged by the 
relentless sea. Suresh is not an iso-
lated case. Across the coastal belt, 
dozens of  houses stand denuded, 
half-collapsed, or completely aban-
doned, victims of  an annual crisis 

that has only intensified in recent 
years.

In Belambara village, also in 
Ankola taluk, at least three dozen 
houses are on the verge of  col-
lapse, while many more have al-
ready been deserted. Compound 
walls that once offered protection 
now lie breached, with seawater 
lapping at the very foundations of  
homes.”We built these houses with 
our own hands, and now we are 
forced to watch them being swal-
lowed by the sea. The erosion has 
worsened drastically over the past 
few years,” said Satish Harikan-
thra, a Belambara resident. 

“We have appealed to the district 
administration for retaining walls. 
We received assurances, but noth-
ing has moved beyond that prom-
ise,” he said. Vijay Kharvi, another 
local, described the rapid progres-
sion of  the crisis. “It started just 
two years ago with one house be-
ing washed away. Today, there are 
many. Women stand with tears in 
their eyes, watching their homes 
crumble into the water,” he said.

According to a 2025 report sub-

mitted by the district administra-
tion to the state Revenue Depart-
ment, the affected villages 
include Majali and Devbagh (Kar-
war taluk), Harwada, Belambara, 
and parts of  Gokarna (Ankola 
taluk),  Belikan, Alvekodi, 
Dareshwara, Ramanagindi, and 
Kadle (Kumta taluk), Thoppalak-
eri (Honnavar taluk), Mu-
rudeshwara, Belake, Shambavi, 
Mavalli, Thudalli, and Bedrakeri 
(Bhatkal taluk).

Despite the district administra-
tion preparing an action plan, im-
plementation has remained 
stalled. Deputy Commissioner of  
Uttara Kannada, Lakshmi Priya, 
told media persons that the state 
government has assured �70 crore 
for the proposed action plan. “Un-
til the funds are released, we have 
directed the Port Department to 
undertake emergency measures to 
curb the erosion,” she said. For the 
residents of  these fragile coast-
lines, however, every monsoon 
brings not just rain, but the heart-
break of  watching their world 
wash away, one wave at a time.

A damaged house which was abandoned by a resident of Harwada due to sea erosion |  EXPRESS

Kambala is not just a sport but a cultural tradition that unites people across 
communities. I would like to see it gain recognition across Karnataka and 
beyond, but whether it becomes part of Dasara is a decision of the government

U T Khader, 
Minister


