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PURI: The annual Rath 
Yatra festival of Lord 
Jagannath, Lord Balab-
hadra, and Devi Subhadra 
in Odisha’s Puri witnessed 
immense devotion and 
participation from lakhs 
of devotees despite rain 
and humid weather con-
ditions. The ceremonial 
chariot procession, which 
began on Thursday, con-
tinued on Friday as dev-
otees pulled the three 
grand chariots towards 
the Gundicha Temple, 
located about 2.6 kilome-
tres from the 12th-century 
Shree Jagannath Temple.

Due to a delay in the 
‘Pahandi’ rituals on 
Thursday, the three char-
iots could not reach their 
destination and remained 
stationed on the Grand 
Road overnight. On Friday 
morning, devotees gath-
ered in large numbers and 
pulled the chariots amid 
chants of “Jai Jagannath,” 
with the atmosphere filled 
with devotional songs, 
cymbals, trumpets, and 
conch shell sounds.

Gajapati Maharaja 
Dibyasingha Deb, 
regarded as the chief ser-
vitor of Lord Jagannath 
and the sibling deities, 
clarified through a video 
message that there was no 
religious issue with pull-
ing the chariots on the fol-
lowing day. He explained 
that on several occasions 
in the past, chariots had 
not reached the Gundicha 
Temple on the scheduled 
day and the journey con-
tinued the next morning. 
He added that the pulling 

was stopped on Thursday 
due to darkness.

According to officials, 
Lord Balabhadra’s Tal-
adhwaja chariot halted at 
Market Chhak after cov-
ering around 700 metres. 
Devi Subhadra’s Dar-
padalana chariot stopped 

near Marichikote Chhak 
after moving around 
400 metres, while Lord 
Jagannath’s Nandigho-
sha chariot moved only 
a short distance and 
remained near Singhad-
war, the main entrance 
of the temple.

The Shree Jagan-
nath Temple Admin-
istration estimated 
that around 10 to 12 
lakh devotees par-
ticipated in the Rath 
Yatra, while the Chief 
Minister’s Office esti-

mated the crowd at 
nearly 8 to 9 lakh. SJTA 
Chief Administrator 
Arabinda Padhee stated 
that rituals were com-
pleted without delay, 

but Lord Jagannath’s 
idol movement during 
the Pahandi ritual was 
delayed by about 40 
minutes, affecting the 
chariot schedule.
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“The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 
2026, then failed to secure the required 
2/3rd majority in Lok Sabha on 17 April, 
2026 by a clear margin. I would, once 

again, request you to convene an all-party 
meeting to discuss the government’s revised 

proposals on delimitation, etc.     
Mallikarjun Kharge,              

Congress President & Rajya Sabha LoP

Chariot pulling underway 
amid chants of Jai Jagannath

Devotees thronged to Shree Jagannath Temple to show their devotion to Lord Jagannath, 
Balabhadra and Subhadra.
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z The deities’ chariots 
were taken to Gundicha 
Temple where the 
deities took a rest for 
the night.

Sikkim CM 
assures 
support to 
journalists
GANGTOK: Sikkim Chief 
Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang on Friday 
extended greetings to the 
Press Club of Sikkim on its 
24th Foundation Day and 
praised its contribution to 
strengthening the media 
fraternity in the state. He 
described the occasion as 
an important milestone 
for journalism in Sik-
kim and appreciated the 
organisation’s role in pro-
moting responsible and 
professional journalism.

Tamang reiterated his 
government’s commit-
ment to the welfare and 
growth of journalists, stat-
ing that a free and inde-
pendent press is essential 
for a strong democracy. 
He highlighted several 
initiatives taken for media 
professionals, including 
increased annual grants 
to the Press Club, con-
struction of the Press 
Club Bhawan, enhanced 
journalists’ awards, 
revised advertisement 
rates, health insurance 
for accredited journalists, 
and the Patrakar Samman 
Yojana for retired journal-
ists.

The Chief Minister 
urged journalists to main-
tain high standards of 
integrity and continue 
highlighting Sikkim’s 
peace, development, and 
aspirations.

Wangchuk vows to survive till July 
20 as hunger strike hits day 20

NEW DELHI:  Climate 
activist and educator 
Sonam Wangchuk on 
Friday said he would 
continue his indefinite 
hunger strike until July 
20, despite doctors 
warning that his health 
condition had reached 
a critical stage. His fast 
entered its 20th day as 
the Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP) protest at 
Jantar Mantar com-
pleted 28 days.

Addressing support-
ers at the protest site, 
Wangchuk acknowl-
edged that his physical 
strength had weakened 
but said his determi-
nation remained firm. 
He appealed to peo-
ple to participate in 
the proposed peaceful 
march to Parliament 
on July 20, stating that 
the protestors would 
present their demands 
before the “temple of 

democracy.” Doctors 
monitoring Wangchuk’s 
condition warned that 
continuing the pro-
longed fast could lead 
to serious health com-
plications, including 
possible organ dam-
age. However, Wang-
chuk refused to end his 
hunger strike, saying 
that withdrawing with-
out any government 
response would send 
the wrong message.


