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Kurukshetra, July 17
Residents of Kurukshetra
got a major relief on Fri-
day as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi virtually
inaugurated the nearly
5.9-km elevated railway
track on the Kurukshetra-
Narwana section and the
new Thanesar railway sta-
tion building from Jind.

Built at a cost of around
Rs 447 crore, the twin proj-
ects have eliminated five
railway level crossings that
frequently caused traffic
snarls and long delays for
commuters by dividing the
city into two parts whenev-
er trains passed through
the section.

A district-level programme
to mark the inauguration was
held at Kurukshetra Univer-
sity. Kurukshetra MP Naveen
Jindal described the elevated
railway track as a transforma-
tive project for the city.

“The elevated railway track
was a big project and it has
freed the city from five level
crossings. The land beneath
the elevated track can be

used to develop parks, park-
ing spaces and other devel-
opmental works. It was a big
day for the state as the PM
has inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones of devel-
opment projects worth Rs
14,721 crore. These projects
will strengthen the infra-
structure of the state.”

Referring to another key proj-
ect announced by the Prime
Minister, Jindal said: “The
Prime Minister has also laid the

foundation stone of the Sikh
Museum at Kurukshetra. It
will be developed on five acres
in Umri village at a cost of near-
ly Rs 170 crore. The museum
will showcase Sikh history, the
teachings of the Sikh Gurus,
their valour and sacrifices.”

After the inauguration, Jin-
dal visited the newly built
Thanesar railway station and
the elevated track, interacted
with passengers and directed
officials to further improve

passenger amenities.
Former Minister of State

Subhash Sudha said the
completion of the elevated
track fulfilled a long-pend-
ing aspiration of the city.

“The construction of an ele-
vated track was our dream
project. There were several
challenges but with the help
and support of the govern-
ment the project was com-
pleted. The old tracks will be
uprooted and soon the entire

stretch will be redeveloped.”
Haryana Sikh Gurdwara

Management Committee
president Jagdish Singh
Jhinda thanked the Prime
Minister for laying the
foundation stone of the
Sikh Museum.

Meanwhile, Modi also inau-
gurated the 33.81-km four-
lane Ambala-Kala Amb
National Highway, built at a
cost of Rs 1,184 crore. Speak-
ing at the district-level pro-
gramme in Ambala, Haryana
Cabinet Minister Anil Vij
said: “The project will
strengthen road connectivity
between Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh and other parts of
northern India. The project is
expected to reduce travel
time, improve road safety,
and provide a major boost to
trade, industry, tourism and
freight transportation.”

The highway features 13
entry and exit points,
around 29 km of service
roads, seven vehicular
underpasses and advanced
drainage systems, providing
safer and smoother travel
for local residents and long-
distance commuters.

Kurukshetra gets elevated rail corridor,
Thanesar station; 5 crossings eliminated
PM Modi also lays foundation stone of ~170-cr Sikh Museum at Umri village

Kurukshetra MP Naveen Jindal at newly constructed Thanesar Railway Station on Friday.
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Jind, July 17
Nearly 21 months after CM
Nayab Singh Saini brought
the BJP back to power in
Haryana, he has earned
appreciation from PM
Narendra Modi for his
‘working style’.

Addressing a gathering
here after flagging off the
hydrogen train, the Prime
Minister described Saini
as ‘popular and ener-
getic’.

“Under the leadership of
Saini, the state govern-
ment is doing excellent
work for the youth, farm-
ers, and women. The path
shown by the government
of providing jobs without
‘kharchi-parchi’ was not
easy, but the government
has made it possible.
Haryana is now moving
rapidly on the path of
development. Agriculture
and industry are the two
pillars that are strengthen-
ing the state,” he said.

Modi also inaugurated
and laid the foundation
stones of nine develop-
ment projects worth Rs
14,721 crore during his
Jind visit.

The PM dedicated to the
nation the Haryana section of
the Delhi–Jammu–Katra
Expressway, constructed at a

cost of nearly Rs 9,681 crore.
Its commissioning is expected
to improve connectivity across
several districts of Haryana,
reduce travel time and provide
a significant boost to trade,
industry, tourism and freight
movement.

He also inaugurated the
40.60-km Jind–Gohana
National Highway con-
structed at a cost of Rs
1,606 crore and laid the
foundation stone of the
24.27-km Hansi–Barwala

National Highway.
Modi also inaugurated

the Pandit Neki Ram Shar-
ma Government Medical
College, Bhiwani, built at a
cost of nearly Rs 594 crore,
and the Maharishi Chya-
van Medical College and
Rao Tularam Hospital,
Koriawas (Narnaul), con-
structed at a cost of around
Rs 844 crore.

He also laid the founda-
tion stone of the Sikh Muse-
um at Kurukshetra.

Modi praises Saini’s ‘working style’

CM Nayab Saini presents a memento to PM Narendra Modi in Jind.

ELECTRIC VEHICLES STEAL THE SHOW 
A large number of people reached the venue in electric
vehicles (EVs), thereby promoting sustainable transporta-
tion. For the rally, 155 electric buses, 311 electric cars and
273 CNG buses were used. To ensure the smooth opera-
tion of EVs and provide charging facilities, 41 charging sta-
tions were set up, while six additional reserve charging
stations were also available. Besides, 91 EV charging guns
were arranged to ensure uninterrupted charging.

Chandigarh, July 17
Four of the five suspended
Congress MLAs, who
allegedly voted for the BJP-
supported Independent can-
didate in the March 16 Rajya
Sabha polls, attended the
district-level functions
organised to celebrate PM
Narendra Modi’s visit. 

Sadhura MLA Renu Bala
attended the programme at
Yamunanagar, Ratia MLA
Jarnail Singh at Fatehabad,
Naraingarh MLA Shalley

Chaudhary at Ambala, and
Hathin MLA Mohd Israil at
Palwal. Only Punahana MLA
Mohd Ilyas, among the sus-
pended MLAs, did not attend
the function at Nuh. 

By joining the functions, the
MLAs have taken another step
closer to the BJP. “The sus-
pended MLAs joining an offi-
cial function is not a big deal.
Had they attended a BJP func-
tion, it would have attracted
the anti-defection law,” said a
senior Congress MLA. — TNS

4 suspended Cong MLAs
attend PM’s function 
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Panipat, July 17
Four leaders of the Indian Oil
Panipat Refinery Employ-
ees’ Union (IPREU) on Fri-
day began an indefinite
hunger strike after talks with
the Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) refinery management
failed to resolve their long-
pending demands.

The hunger strike started at
Gate No. 2 of the refinery town-
ship, with the union asserting
that the protest would contin-
ue until its demands were
accepted. Union president
Sampooran Singh, along with
Manoj Katiyar, Pradeep Shar-
ma and Pawan Chahal, sat on

the indefinite fast.
“If any member of the

employees’ union suffers
any unfortunate incident, the
refinery administration will
be responsible,” Singh said.

He said the union had been
agitating over the issues for
several weeks. On June 29,
employees held a one-day
symbolic sit-in in the refin-
ery township. When the man-
agement failed to respond
within the deadline set by
the union, employees staged
another protest on July 10,
raising slogans against the
refinery administration and
taking out a procession. 

The union also marked
Refinery Day by wearing

black clothes and holding a
morning march in protest.

“Several rounds of talks
have taken place between the
employees’ union and the
refinery administration, but
the problems remain unre-
solved. The refinery adminis-
tration does not want to
resolve the employees’
issues,” Singh alleged.

Among the key demands,
the union has sought installa-
tion of an RO plant in the
refinery township, alleging
that residents lack access to
clean drinking water. It has
also demanded a permanent
solution to the stray dog men-
ace, claiming that stray dogs
frequently attack residents.

Talks fail, Panipat refinery
staff launch indefinite fast
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