
Minor shoots 
live-in GF dead, 
buries body 
with kin’s help
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

IN a horrific incident, a 16-year-
old girl was allegedly shot dead 
by her minor live-in partner us-
ing a country-made firearm on 
July 10 after he found her tex-
ting another boy on social me-
dia. To cover up the crime, the 
accused, along with two others, 
buried her body in their agri-
cultural field. Police have ar-
rested all the three accused.

The murder took place at 
Kempalanatha village in the Ko-
dihalli police station limits of  
Kanakapura taluk in Bengaluru 

South district. The 
crime came to 

light on Friday, 
a week after 
the murder, 
when the po-
lice knocked on 

the door’s of  the 
accused following a 

missing person’s complaint filed 
by the girl’s parents.

The victim, a resident of  
Venkatarayadoddi in Sathanur, 
was a Class 9 dropout. The ac-
cused is a 16-year-old school 
dropout. The other arrested per-
sons have been identified as the 
boy’s brother, Puttamada (19), 
and his uncle, Harish (40), both 
daily wage labourers and resi-
dents of  Kempalanatha village.

According to the police, the 
two minors fell in love after 
meeting on social media. The 
girl had been living with the 
boy for about a month in a room 
next to his parents’ house in the 
village. The boy’s parents were 
aware of  their relationship.   P5

SC extends 
deadline for 
GBA polls  
till Dec 31
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

ELECTIONS to the five city 
corporations under the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA) 
have now been extended until 
December 31. For the second 
time this year, the Supreme 
Court on Friday extended the 
deadline for conducting the 
much-delayed elections, which 
have been pending since 2020. 
The elections, which were sup-
posed to be held by June 30, 
were extended to August 31, 
which has now been further ex-
tended to December 31. 

A bench comprising Chief  
Justice of  India Surya Kant 
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi 
and V Mohana issued the order 
after it was informed that the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of  electoral rolls was un-
der way in Karnataka.

In its plea, GBA said that the 
entire administrative machin-
ery and human resources of  the 
five city corporations were fully 
engaged in the SIR exercise. 
GBA’s plea said that SIR is an 
extremely manpower-intensive 
exercise entailing house-to-
house visits by the booth-level 
officers. It said it also requires 
day-to-day involvement of  the 
complete supervisory structure 
involving other officers at all 
levels up to the District Election 
Officer and that it faces severe 
logistical challenges. 

Appearing for the GBA, sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal told the 
apex court that the electoral 
rolls will be finalised in Novem-
ber this year and sought an ex-
tension in the deadline to con-
duct the civic body elections.  
 (With agency inputs) P2

Karwar man  
in ED net for  
Goa land grab
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Directorate of  Enforce-
ment (ED), Panaji Zonal Office, 
Goa, on July 16 arrested Kar-
war resident and history-
sheeter Siddique Khan alias 
Suleman Khan (55), son of  late 
Mohammed Khan, for his al-
leged involvement in large-
scale land grabbing cases of  
high value in Goa. 

“Khan is the mastermind and 
principal beneficiary of  an or-
ganised syndicate engaged in 
the large-scale grabbing of  
around 25 hectares (about 62.5 
acres) of  high-value immovable 
properties in Goa through 
forged and fabricated title docu-
ments,” the ED stated in an of-
ficial statement on Friday.  P7

Hakki Pikki woman  
sells daughter in Senegal
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chikkamagaluru

A Hakki Pikki woman from 
Mallenahal l i  v i l la g e  in 
Chikkamagaluru taluk has 
been accused of  selling her 
20-year-old daughter in Sen-
egal, West Africa, for mon-
etary gain. Police regis-
tered a suo motu case 
against the woman, 
while the daughter has 
since been rescued.

According to a Hakki 
Pikki forum, the family 
frequently travelled to African 
countries to sell traditional 
herbal products and often took 
the daughter along. The forum 
alleged that during one such 
visit, the woman sold her 
daughter to a person in Senegal 
in exchange for money. After 

her parents retur ned to 
Chikkamagaluru, the young 
woman was allegedly confined 
and subjected to torture.

The Karnataka Hakki Pikki 
Budakatu Sanghatane said the 
woman was rescued by local po-
lice in Senegal with the assist-

ance of  the Indian Embassy. 
She is currently in Senegal 
and is expected to return 
to India within the next 
one or two days.

Superintendent of  
Police Jitendra Kumar 

Dayama told TNIE that 
leaders of  the Karnataka Hakki 
Pikki Budakatu Sanghatane 
submitted a written complaint 
to the SP’s office, seeking action 
against the accused. Based on 
the complaint, Chikkamagalu-
ru Women’s Police registered a 
suo motu case.  P7
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday 
inaugurated India’s first hydrogen-powered train 
from Jind railway station to Sonepat in Haryana

SUCCESS OF MAKE IN INDIA, SAYS PM MODI
■  At the inauguration, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India has 

joined an elite group of nations — Germany, Japan, China, and the US 
— actively developing hydrogen-based rail transport |P10

■  The PM said the train is a shining example of ‘Make in India’, designed 
by Indian engineers and built solely by domestic companies

ZERO EMISSION, YET MASSIVE POWER  
The indigenously designed train features 10 coaches and a 3,200 hp 
propulsion system, making it one of the most powerful and largest 
hydrogen-powered trains in the world. Most hydrogen trains currently 
operate with only 2-4 coaches. The new train runs on hydrogen fuel cell 
tech, produces zero emission and can accommodate 2,600 passengers

INDIA’S FIRST HYDROGEN-POWERED 
TRAIN  FLAGGED OFF IN HARYANA 75 kmph

MAXIMUM SPEED THAT THE TRAIN CAN 
ATTAIN ON JIND-SONEPAT ROUTE

PM Narendra Modi inspects the engine room of the train in Jind Friday |  PTI

India raps Japan leader’s charges on bullet train
J A Y A N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

INDIA on Friday squarely re-
jected claims by former Japa-
nese minister Hideki Makihara 
that New Delhi was responsible 
for delays in the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed rail 
project, describing his remarks 
as a personal opinion that was 
“at considerable variance with 
facts” and asserting that the 
flagship India-Japan venture is 
progressing as planned.

Makihara, a former Justice 
Minister and a member of  Ja-
pan’s ruling Liberal Democrat-
ic Party, had alleged in a social 
media post that India’s han-
dling of  the Shinkansen project 
was marked by broken commit-
ments and poor negotiations.

“The Shinkansen project in 
India is something I was in-
volved with myself, but what 
stood out in international meet-

ings and negotiations was the 
sheer recklessness of  the Indi-
an side, repeated over and over. 
They just don’t keep promises,” 
he wrote.

He went on to criticise the In-

dian leadership overseeing the 
project, saying, “They keep 
pushing their own self-interest 
right up to the very end. The 
minister in charge was espe-
cially awful—if  the top guy’s 

like that, there’s no way to have 
any decent dealings.”

Responding to the remarks, 
External Affairs Ministry 
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal dismissed them as un-
representative of  the bilateral 
engagement. “It is an individu-
al opinion and at considerable 
variance with facts,” he said. 

Japan, he added, will supply 
the next-generation E10 series 
Shinkansen trains in the early 
2030s, as the rolling stock is 
still under development.  “First 
section will be opened in 2027 
itself. Both sides agreed to start 
the operations with Indian 
high speed train.  The signal-
ling equipment has been or-
dered accordingly... No Japa-
nese offer was received in this 
context. The project execution 
is in line with the common goal 
of  starting the high speed train  
at the earliest,” Jaiswal said.

SIT ON RAM TEMPLE 
MAY SUBMIT INTERIM REPORT TO THE SC

The SIT probing the alleged embezzlement of donations at 
the Ram temple may submit an interim report to the SC on 

July 20 in compliance with its directions, sources said

They keep pushing their own self-interest to 
the end. I feel 100% that the reason this 
hasn’t moved forward is on the Indian side

Hideki Makihara, former Japanese minister

NCP MERGER BID

Big buzz on Pawar 
party joining NDA

S U D H I R  S U R Y W A N S H I  &  R A J E S H  K U M A R 
T H A K U R  @ Mumbai/New Delhi

SPECULATION that Sharad Pawar’s 
NCP(SP) is set to join the BJP-led NDA 
and merge with the Ajit Pawar faction 
intensified after senior NCP (SP) leader 
Jayant Patil held key meetings with 
BJP general secretary Vinod Tawade, 
Chief  Minister Devendra Fadnavis, 
and Deputy CM Eknath Shinde.

Shiv Sena minister Sanjay Shirsat 
claimed the picture would become clear 
within the next eight days. Highly 
placed sources said Sharad Pawar has 
personally entrusted Patil, his confi-
dant, with negotiating the terms of  
NCP(SP)’s entry into the NDA and the 
merger of  the two NCP factions. 

Sources said Patil and Jitendra 
Ahwad could be inducted as cabinet 
ministers in Maharashtra, while Lok 
Sabha MP Supriya Sule and Rajya Sab-
ha MP Praful Patel could be inducted 
as cabinet ministers at the Centre. 
However, Sunetra Pawar, wife of  Ajit 
Pawar and NCP national president, has 
opposed the move fearing it would end 
her family’s control over the party and 
jeopardise the political future of  her 
sons, Parth and Jay. 

The BJP, however, is not inclined to 
accommodate NCP (SP) separately in 
the Maharashtra NDA government, a 
senior BJP source said. Instead, it is 
pushing for a merger of  the two NCP 
factions, with the merged entity con-
tinuing as a key NDA ally, the senior 
BJP source said.

Finance 
remains thorn
A key factor 
delaying consensus 
within the NCP 
(Pawar) faction is 
its reported 
demand for the 
finance portfolio in 
the Maharashtra 
government, a 
department 
previously held by 
Ajit Pawar before it 
was taken over by 
Fadnavis following 
Pawar’s death

The BJP has given the 
green light (to the 
merger), but NCP 
national president 
Sunetra Pawar has 
raised the red flag, 
saying it will end their 
career

Top BJP leader

Sharad Pawar

JPC seeks to temper 
higher education bill
P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

WITH the Centre preparing to 
move the Viksit Bharat Shik-
sha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 for 
passage in the monsoon ses-
sion of  Parliament, a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee has 
sought safeguards against ex-
cessive centralisation, recom-
mended stronger consultation 
with states, and protection of  
institutional autonomy.

According to the draft re-
port circulated among mem-
bers, the panel recommended 
changes to key clauses that 
drew sharp criticism from 
multiple quarters, including 
NDA allies, for granting the 
Centre sweeping powers to 
override policy disagree-
ments, supersede regulatory 
bodies, and control funding.

The Bill proposes an over-
haul of  the higher education 
sector by dissolving the Uni-
versity Grants Commission, 
All India Council for Techni-
cal Education, and the Nation-
al Council for Teacher Educa-
tion to create a single, unified 
regulatory commission.

While Clause 47 allows the 
Centre to supersede the Com-
mission or any Council with 
Presidential approval, the 
panel recommended that ‘su-
persession’ should be invoked 
only in extraordinary circum-
stances, for a limited duration 
and as a last resort.

NDA-ruled Andhra Pradesh, 

several universities, opposi-
tion and other stakeholders 
have characterised the provi-
sion as “critical vulnerability” 
as it allows the Centre to dis-
solve the regulator entirely 
without adequate safeguards.

In its recommendation, the 
panel said, “Clause 47 be com-
prehensively reviewed and the 
expressions 290 “unable to dis-

charge functions” and “per-
sistently made default” shall 
be defined through objective, 
measurable, and verifiable cri-
teria in the Act or the rules, to 
eliminate ambiguity, ensure 
transparency, and prevent ar-
bitrary invocation of  the pow-
er of  supersession.”

It further said that the 
Clause 47(2)(a) shall be amend-
ed may be read as, “The Chair-
person of  the Commission, or 
the Presidents of  the Councils 
and other members of  the 
Commission or the Councils, 
as the case may be, shall, as 
from the date of  ‘superses-
sion’, cease to hold their re-
spective office and desist from 
exercising all the powers, func-
tions and duties under the pro-
visions of  this Act, and their 
office shall deemed to have 
been as vacated.”

While Clause 45 empowers 
the Centre to issue binding di-
rections on questions of  poli-
cy, the panel called for objec-
tive thresholds, procedural 
safeguards and transparency 
requirements governing the 
Centre’s power. It proposed 
adding the words “for the pur-
poses of  this Act” to the provi-
sion allowing the government 
to assign additional functions, 
to restrict its scope.

The JPC also recommended 
increasing the number of  state 
government nominees on each 
of  the three councils under 
the Commission to three.

Suggests key changes in draft, curbs on govt’s sweeping powers

Report on  bill to 
sack PM, CMs put off

The JPC examining the bill 
on removal of the prime 

minister and chief ministers 
detained on serious charges, 

on Friday decided to defer 
the adoption of a draft 
report when voting was 

underway on the panel’s 
recommendations. AIMIM’s 
Asaduddin Owaisi and NCP 
(SP) MP Supriya Sule had 

submitted their dissent 
notes but withdrew them 
after the panel decided to

defer the adoption

CONSOLATION MATCH
In the rebranded ‘Bronze match’ at the World Cup’s penultimate 
game, England face France. A look at the game. 

Mbappe, Kane, Jude and 
the golden boot 
This match has historically seen 
coaches play fringe players. This one 
could see the likes of Kylian Mbappe, 
Harry Kane and Jude Bellingham 
start because of what's at stake: the 
Golden Boot. Both Mbappe and Lionel 
Messi have the same goals but the 
latter is the leader on account of him 
more assists |P15

Today’s match: 
3rd place play-o�: 

France vs England 2.30 
AM* (*IST Sunday)

Trump to attend final
US President Donald Trump will  attend 
Sunday’s World Cup final between Spain 
and Argentina, the White House said, 

saving his first appearance at the 
tournament for its grand finale

He left us but we’ll have lots of good memories
G O O D B Y E  L E G E N D

M I C H A E L  H O L D I N G

IT is obviously a very sad day. 
We all know that no one lives 
forever. We all know these 
things are inevitable. But at the 
same time, when you have 
these occurrences, it shifts you 
a bit. It’s not someone that is a 
distant past friend. It’s some-
one that you have known for 
many, many years and still 
have some sort of  contact with 
over the years.

So it’s a bit tough at times. 
No, I obviously didn’t play with 
Sir Garry. He was before my 
time, but he was always around 
cricket. He was always around 
whenever we had tours. There 
are always cocktail parties eve-
rywhere you went with cricket 
teams. And he was always in at-
tendance at those cocktail par-

ties in Barbados and some of  
the other islands because, of  
course, he travelled around the 
Caribbean whenever cricket 
was going on.

And of  course, he was on 
tours. He came to Australia. He 
was down there during Kerry 
Packer as well. So people of  my 
generation, who did not play 
with him, still had a lot of  close 
contact with him. I 
also spent a 
brief  bit of  
t ime with 
him when 
there was the 
20/20 tourna-
m e n t  w i t h 
Stanford in the 
C a r i b b e a n .  I 
spent about 10 
months with him on 
that. I didn’t last 

very long. But even so we had 
contact. We spoke, and even if
I didn’t speak to him personal-
ly, I would see his friends who 
were close to him and we’d ex-
change views. I can’t say that 
he inspired me in any way. 
There’s no way I could ever 
think of  doing anything that he 
did, anything as good as he did 
it. So it was not a matter of  in-
spiring me with my game. 

I went out there trying to 
play as best as I can for the West 
Indies. I didn’t think about 
Garry Sobers when I was out 
there. I couldn’t match any-
thing he did. He did a lot of  
great things for the West In-
dies, for Barbados, for individ-
uals he came across. We’ll have 
lots of  good memories.  P15

The writer is former WI great
As told to Firoz Mirza

SIR GARFIELD SOBERS
28.7.1936—17.7.2026
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S  V  K R I S H N A  C H A I T A N Y A  @ Chennai

G
OVERNMENTS of  several coun-
tries responsible for the largest 
shares of  historical greenhouse gas 
emissions knew about the dangers 
posed by fossil fuel-driven climate 
change decades before they acknowl-
edged them in international negoti-

ations, according to a report released by the 
Center for International Environmental Law 
(CIEL). The report, Early Warnings: Govern-
ment Knowledge of  Climate Change and Legal 
Responsibility for Climate Harm, argues that 
officials in major emitting countries, includ-
ing the United States, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, France, Australia, Germany, Nor-
way and Russia, had access to credible scien-
tific warnings about climate risks from at least 
the 1960s, and in some instances much 
earlier.

The findings arrive a week before 
the first anniversary of  the Interna-
tional Court of  Justice’s landmark 
advisory opinion on climate change, 
issued on July 23, 2025. The ruling 
affirmed that all countries have 
binding obligations under interna-
tional law to prevent and mitigate 
climate harm and may face legal 
consequences, including repara-
tions, if  they fail to act.

Drawing on government archives, 
scientific papers, official memoran-
da and media reports, the 67-page 
report directly challenges claims 
made by several high-emitting coun-
tries before the ICJ that govern-
ments could not reasonably have 
been expected to act on climate 
change before the late 1980s or early 
1990s. “The question of  what gov-
ernments knew about climate 
change and when they knew it is not 
just a matter of  historical record, but 
it is a matter of  legal responsibility,” the re-
port says.

According to CIEL, the scientific basis for 
the greenhouse effect had already been estab-
lished by the mid-19th century, while the con-
sequences of  burning fossil fuels began to be 
modelled and debated in the late 1800s. By the 
middle of  the 20th century, scientists had be-
gun measuring excess carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere, and by the 1960s researchers and 
policymakers in several industrialised coun-
tries were aware that fossil fuel combustion 
could alter the climate and cause severe envi-
ronmental damage.

The report notes that much of  this early re-
search was funded by governments and car-
ried out in institutions created to advise states. 
Findings were widely disseminated through 
scientific journals, mainstream newspapers 

and government reports, meaning climate sci-
ence was “not a niche issue discussed only 
within scientific circles.” 

The United States, the world’s largest his-
torical emitter, released an estimated 420 gi-
gatonnes of  carbon dioxide from fossil fuels 
between 1850 and 2021. Yet, in its submission 
to the ICJ, Washington argued that “general 
awareness” of  climate risks emerged only in 
the late 1980s.

CIEL points to a series of  earlier warnings. 
In 1951, the US Air Force published a meteoro-
logical compendium discussing carbon diox-
ide and climate change. Between 1956 and 1957, 
oceanographer Roger Revelle briefed the 
House Committee on Appropriations on how 
fossil fuel combustion was increasing atmos-
pheric carbon dioxide and driving global 
warming. A 1963 conference report, circulated 
to universities and government libraries 

across the country, warned that continued 
fossil fuel use could melt polar ice caps 
and that “many life forms would be 
annihilated”.

By 1965, President Lyndon Johnson’s 
Science Advisory Committee had dedi-
cated an entire section of  its report to 
atmospheric carbon dioxide, warning 
of  rising temperatures and catastroph-
ic sea-level rise. The report concluded 
that fossil fuels were the only signifi-
cant source of  additional carbon diox-
ide entering the atmosphere.

CIEL argues that similar evidence ex-
ists across Europe. Germany, Europe’s 
largest historical emitter with 93.1 giga-
tonnes of  fossil fuel-related carbon di-
oxide emissions between 1850 and 2021, 
told the ICJ that meaningful scientific 
understanding emerged only with the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change reports in the 1990s.

However, German government scien-
tist Hermann Flohn had published one 
of  the country’s earliest papers on cli-

mate change in 1941. In the 1970s, Germany 
hosted major conferences examining the car-
bon cycle and fossil fuel emissions, with par-
ticipants warning that rising atmospheric car-
bon dioxide could trigger profound 
consequences for society.

The report further documents that climate 
science was increasingly moving from labora-
tories into political discussions during the 
1960s and 1970s. By 1979, scientists were al-
ready describing climate change as an “imme-
diate environmental control problem” because 
the transition away from fossil fuels would 
take decades. One study estimated that swift 
action could stabilise atmospheric carbon di-
oxide concentrations at around 403 parts per 
million. Atmospheric carbon dioxide concen-
trations today exceed 420 ppm. CIEL contends 
that the historical timeline is crucial because 

international law links legal responsibility to 
what governments knew and when they knew 
it. The ICJ held that states have obligations 
under customary international law and hu-
man rights law to prevent significant environ-
mental harm once risks become foreseeable. 
Those obligations include regulating fossil 
fuel production, licensing and subsidies.

Lindsay Fenlock, senior researcher at CIEL, 
said governments can no longer argue that 
they lacked sufficient knowledge.

“Governments have argued that they 
couldn’t act because they didn’t know. The his-
torical record tells a different story,” Fenlock 
said. “The science establishing the dangers of  
fossil fuels did not emerge overnight in the late 
1980s. Governments were engaging with that 

science decades earlier. That evidence matters 
because accountability for the climate crisis 
depends not only on what governments did or 
did not do, but on what they knew, and when 
they knew it.” The report also warns that 
countries continuing to expand fossil fuel pro-
duction face growing legal risks.

“This evidence makes clear that major emit-
ting States knew we needed to ditch fossil fuels 
to avert climate disaster for decades before 
they entered into UN climate negotiations,” 
said Nikki Reisch, senior attorney and direc-
tor of  CIEL’s Climate and Energy Programme, 
to TNIE.

“To foresee harm and not act to prevent it is 
worse than to unwittingly cause damage. The 
countries and companies that have generated 

the largest cumulative shares of  greenhouse 
gas emissions should bear the largest shares 
of  responsibility for the ensuing harms,” she 
said. Reisch added that the ICJ opinion had put 
governments “on notice”.

“Countries that continue pouring fuel on the 
raging climate fire by expanding oil, gas, or 
coal production are hard-pressed to defend 
their conduct under international law. Con-
tinuing to expand fossil fuel production, or to 
license and subsidies such expansion, may 
violate international law and subject a State to 
the full panoply of  legal consequences.”

The report stops short of  assigning legal re-
sponsibility to any individual country, noting 
that proving liability requires linking emis-
sions to specific harms. 

MAJOR EMITTERS  
KNEW OF FOSSIL FUEL 

DANGERS 
DECADES EARLIER  

THAN CLAIMED

The question  
of what 

governments 
knew about 

climate change 
and when they 
knew it is not 

just a matter of 
historical record, 
but it is a matter 

of legal 
responsibility

CIEL Report

Larger and more intense wildfires 
threaten ecosystems around the world.

1850-2021 
(CO2 generated from fossil fuels)

US: 420 Gt  | Germany: 93.1 Gt
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