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Agriculture activities 
have taken a backseat 
throughout the taluk 

as dry spell continues even 
through the second week of 
July. Farmers who had sown 
soyabean, tur, black gram 
and green gram are staring at 
a bleak future, as there is no 
trace of rain. Besides, these 
crops are drying up and farm-
ers are forced to purchase tank-
er water to save these crops. 

These crops were sown 
during the last week of June 
and the first week of July. Yet, 
owing to failure of monsoon, 

there is no moisture in the soil, 
leading to drying up of these 
crops. Farmers fear that these 
crops in thousands of acres in 
the taluk may be completely 
destroyed if it fails to rain in a 
few days. 

Some of the farmers who 
have grown marigold flower, 
vegetables and sugar cane are 
watering the crops through 
borewells. Some of them are 
opting for drip irrigation facil-
ity and a few are even watering 
plants through water tankers. 
A few farmers are spraying 
urea and other fertiliser that is 
easily diluted in water. But its 
effect may be limited in case of 

poor monsoon. 
Santhosh Maskale, a farmer 

in Nagur (b) village had planted 
10,000 marigold plants in his 
two-acre farm. He has spent 
over Rs 50,000 so far. But due 
to lack of rainfall, the plants are 
drying up. He has now decided 
to water the plants by purchas-
ing water as a last resort to save 
his crop. “If it does not rain in 

two days, it would be difficult to 
even purchase water,” he said.

Other farmers in the taluk 
who have grown sugar cane in 
four acre too are facing water 
scarcity. “Water level in bore-
wells too has gone down and 
there is no adequate power 
supply. We are struggling to 
save these crops,” the farmers 
said here. 

Dry spell: Tanker water 
to rescue drying crops

Farmers adopting these 
measures as a last resort

▼
AURAD, DHNS

Farmer Santhosh Maskale in Nagur watering his marigold 
plants. DH PHOTO

Karnataka Chief Elector-
al Officer V Anbukumar 
directed booth level of-

ficers (BLOs) to ensure 100% 
distribution of enumeration 
forms to voters.

Addressing a progress re-
view meeting of Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) here 
on Monday, he expressed 
satisfaction over the 97.64% 

distribution of enumeration 
forms in the district. He also 
said that the distribution of re-
maining 56,021 forms should 
be completed within the next 
two days. 

Stating that the collecting 
and digitisation of enumer-
ation forms filled-in by the 
voters is a challenging task, 
Anbukumar said that the offi-
cials need to speed up the dig-
itisation work without waiting 
until the last day of July 29.

Digitisation process
Out of the 2,400 BLOs in the 
district, 435 BLOs have not 
completed digitisation process 
of 0-10%. Out of these, 150 and 
144 BLOs are from Kalaburagi 
South and Kalaburagi North 
assembly constituencies, re-

spectively. Applications will 
not be considered in the soft-
ware for any reason after the 
stipulated period, he warned. 
Therefore, the work should be 
expedited by providing tech-
nical assistance to the BLOs. 
Honorarium of Rs 8,000 has 
been sanctioned to BLOs en-
gaged in the SIR process, he 
explained. 

Stating that the District 
Election Officers should con-
vene a meeting of political 
parties every week regarding 
the SIR process, he said that 
the guidelines of Election 
Commission of India should 
be followed without giving 
room for complaints from the 
political parties.

District Election Officer 
Ikram Shariff said that enu-

meration forms have been 
distributed to 23,15,521 voters 
(97.64%) out of total 23,71,542 
voters and 5,48,736 people 
have digitised their applica-
tions in the software, making 
a progress of 23.14% in the 
district. 

He said that the digitisation 
work will be accelerated in the 
next 10 days and 100% map-
ping work will be completed 
within the time limit, he add-
ed. 

Zilla Panchayat CEO Rahul 
Sankanur, Palike Commis-
sioner Avinash Shinde, Addi-
tional DC Rayappa Hunasagi, 
Assistant Commissioners Sa-
hitya Aaladakatti, Prabhured-
dy, Probationary IAS Officer 
Shikhar Mogha and others 
were present. 

‘Ensure 100% distribution of SIR 
forms within stipulated time’

Chief Electoral 
Officer V Anbukumar 
reviews progress in 

Kalaburagi
▼

KALABURAGI, DHNS

DC appeals farmers to grow 
less water-intensive crops

YADGIR, DHNS: In view of 
weak pre-monsoon and 
monsoon for 2026-27 in the 
district, Deputy Commis-
sioner Rahul Pandve has 
urged the farmers to grow 
less water-intensive crops. 

“Majority of reservoirs 
have less water availability 
and it would be difficult to 
supply water to crops, as 
meeting drinking water 
needs is the topmost prior-
ity. It is imperative to make 

judicious use of water that’s 
available in the reservoir,” he 
said in a press release. 

He also appealed to farm-
ers not to depend on reser-
voir water for sowing, instead 
grow crops that require less 
water and also those that are 
short-term crops, as suggest-
ed by agriculture and horti-
culture department officials. 

The government is close-
ly monitoring water level in 
reservoirs, he added. 

A total of 74,056 cases 
were resolved during 
the Lok Adalat con-

ducted across Bidar district 
on July 11, with Rs 43.28 crore 
awarded as compensation 
to the parties concerned, 
said S B Rahman, Principal 
District and Sessions Judge 
and Chairman of the District 
Legal Services Authority and 

Raghavendra Upadhye, Sen-
ior Civil Judge and Member 
Secretary of the District Legal 
Services Authority.

Jointly addressing medi-
apersons here at the legal 
services authority office in 
the city on Tuesday, they said 
that a total of 9,416 pending 
court cases across all courts 
in the district were settled, 
resulting in compensation of 
Rs 13.57 crore. In addition, 

64,640 pre-litigation cases 
were resolved, with Rs 29.70 
crore awarded to the parties. 
They also said that 10 cases 
involving senior citizens were 
successfully settled.

About eight matrimoni-
al disputes were resolved 
through conciliation. Of these, 
three cases were from Aurad, 
three from Humnabad, one 
each from Basavakalyan and 
Bidar taluk.

BIDAR, DHNS

Lok Adalat settles 74,056 cases
IGP inspects 
Basarkod temple

 ►MUDDEBIHAL, DHNS: The 
police team investigating into 
the theft of 32 kg silver idol 
belonging to Pavada Basave-
shwara temple in Basarkod 
village have got many leads 
and the case will soon be 
cracked, said IGP Sandeep 
Patil, Belagavi Northern 
Range.  He inspected the 
temple on Tuesday. “Over Rs 
50 lakh worth valuables have 
gone missing and the police 
are on the trail of it,” he said. 


