
Seven booked for
drug consumption
in J&K’s Anantnag
SRINAGAR, June 16 (PTI) 

SEVEN people have been
booked in Anantnag district
of Jammu and Kashmir for
the consumption of banned
drugs, police said on
Tuesday.

In Bijbehara, police, in
coordination with a medical
team, conducted tests using
a rapid drug detection kit, a
police spokesperson said.

During the exercise, five
people tested positive for
drug consumption and sep-
arate cases were registered
against them under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, he said.

According to the
spokesperson, Kokernag
police station received reli-
able information about two
persons found at separate
locations under suspicious
circumstances.

Both were apprehended
and subjected to medical
examination. Their test
reports came back positive
for drug consumption and
they were booked under the
NDPS Act, the police
spokesperson said.

2 truck drivers
burnt alive 
following vehicles’
collision in Odisha
ROURKELA, June 16 (PTI) 

TWO truck drivers were
burnt alive after their vehi-
cles caught fire following a
head-on collision on the
Biju Expressway in Odisha’s
Sundargarh district on
Tuesday, police said. 

The accident took place
near Kaintara Chhak under
Bhasma police station lim-
its on the State highway-10. 

Police said one 16-wheel-
er lorry, which was coming
from Sundargarh jumped
the road divider and hit
another heavy vehicle mov-
ing on the parallel road. The
collision caused an imme-
diate fire, in which one of
the drivers was burnt to
ashes inside the vehicle
itself, while another was
rescued in half-charred
condition. He too suc-
cumbed to burn injuries
very soon, police said. 

Personnel of the Bhasma
police station and the fire
services reached the spot
and extinguished the blaze. 

The identities of the
deceased drivers have not
been established so far.
Police have begun an inves-
tigation to ascertain the
exact cause of the accident,
it said.

Railway guard
raises alarm over
overheated wheel;
prevents accident
NEW DELHI, June 16 (PTI) 

A FREIGHT train guard pre-
vented a major accident in
Bihar by raising an alarm
about smoke emanating
from an overheated wheel
of another passing goods
train after both the con-
cerned station and track-
side detector failed to
detect the fault.

The incident occurred at
2.40 pm on June 13 when
train manager Rakesh
Kumar, while overseeing
operations of his empty
freight train heading
towards Sasaram (in the
Howrah direction) from
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Junction, noticed thick
smoke coming from the
wheels of another freight
train operating in the oppo-
site direction on the
Dedicated Freight Corridor
(DFC).

The DFC and the Indian
Railways network run paral-
lel to each other in the area.
Kumar was operating his
train on the IR network,
while the train with the
defective wheel was run-
ning on the DFC network.
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SHIMLA, June 16 (IANS) 

IN FRESH action in a Rs 500 crore
Crypto Currency Scam, the ED
recovered incriminating docu-
ments and digital devices during
search operations at the premis-
es of two co-accused, an official
said on Monday.

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED), Shimla Office, conducted
search operations at the premis-
es of Vijay Juneja and Masoom
Juneja, already under arrest, under
Section 17(1) of PMLA, 2002, on
Monday, the ED said in a state-
ment. The two were associated
with key accused Subhash
Sharma, who has reportedly fled
to Dubai, and indulged in col-
lecting funds from nearly 2.4 lakh
duped investors, the ED said.

The ED initiated an investiga-
tion based on FIRs registered by
the Himachal Pradesh and Punjab
Police against Subhash Sharma
and others.

Investigation revealed that in
2018, Sharma, in connivance with
co-accused, including Hem Raj,

Sukhdev Thakur, Abhishek
Sharma and Radhika Sharma,
launched a cryptocurrency-based
MLM scheme through an online
platform to enable controlled
operations and large-scale
investor enrolment, the ED said.

The platform was later shifted
to foreign servers (Digital Ocean)
and operated through domains
such as korvio.io and
voscrow.com to run
the scheme, the
statement said.

The accused
induced public
investment in
“Korvio Coin (KRO)”
by promising assured
high returns, con-
ducting misleading
seminars, manipu-
lating token values,
and introducing new
tokens to sustain a
Ponzi structure,
wherein funds from
new investors were
used to pay earlier
investors, it said.

TIRUPATI, June 16 (PTI) 

THE TTD has signed an agree-
ment with the CSIR-CFTRI,
Mysuru, to bring scientific rigour
into its food systems, ensuring
that all offerings and prasadams
meet the highest standards.

The agreement will preserve
the traditional character of TTD’s
food and prasadamswhile adher-
ing to the highest standards of
safety, nutrition and quality, a
press release said on Monday.

“With the noble aim of ensur-
ing that all food and sacred
prasadams of Srivaru (the deity),
prepared and distributed by TTD,
adhere to the highest standards
of safety, nutrition and quality
while preserving their tradition-
al character, TTD has signed an
MoU with CSIR-Central Food
Technological Research Institute,

Mysuru, to integrate scientific
methods into its food systems,”
it said. The partnership focuses
on strengthening safety and qual-
ity controls, modernising sys-
tems, preserving the traditional
character of prasadam, building
capacity, and engaging experts.

As part of strengthening safe-
ty and quality controls, joint
teams will develop and imple-
ment strict quality-control stan-
dards, SOPs and monitoring sys-
tems for procurement, prepara-
tion and distribution.

Under modernisation of sys-
tems, CSIR-CFTRI will advise on
upgrading storage, testing and
procurement processes, recom-
mending scientifically validated
technologies and best-practice
workflows to minimise contam-
ination risk and improve con-
sistency.

NEW DELHI, June 16 (PTI) 

THE Supreme Court on Tuesday
sought response of the Centre and
States on a plea alleging misuse of
the Unique Identification Authority
of India-issued Aadhaar cards as
proof of citizenship, domicile and
residential address, and seeking
directions to restrict its use strictly
for identity verification.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justice V Mohana issued notices
to the Centre and all the States and
UTs on a plea filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay and tagged
it with the pending similar matters.

The plea has sought directions to
the Centre, States and the Election
Commission to ensure that Aadhaar
is used as a proof of identity and not
as a proof of citizenship, domicile,
address and date of birth.

The plea, filed through advocate
Ashwani Dubey, also sought direc-

tions that the use of Aadhaar as a proof
of date of birth and residence in the
application form for new voter reg-
istration be considered against
Section 9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016,
Section 23(4) of the RPA, 1950 and
Article 14 of the Constitution.

“Section 9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016
expressly states that ‘Aadhaar is not
the evidence of citizenship or domi-
cile’. 

The Unique Identification
Authority of India notification dat-
ed August 22, 2023 clearly states that
‘Aadhaar is proof of identity, not of
citizenship, address or date of birth’...

“Despite this, Aadhaar is not only
being used as a proof of age, citi-
zenship and domicile for school
admission, property purchase and to
obtain a birth certificate, ration card,
driving licence but also being used
in the application form for new vot-
er registration (Form-6) as a proof of
date of birth and proof of residence.
And thus, infiltrators and illegal
immigrants are obtaining various
documents using Aadhaar,” the plea
said.

The petition contended that the
existing verification mechanism
under Form-6 is inadequate and
might allow individuals without
proper supporting documents to be
included in the electoral database.
The plea sought a comprehensive
overhaul of the verification frame-
work used in electoral processes and
proposed the establishment of a high-
powered monitoring committee to
oversee reforms.

NEW DELHI, June 16 (PTI) 

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on Monday said
India’s emergence as a “Vishwaguru” should
be guided by its civilisational values and
aimed at bringing peace and prosperity to
the world. He also stressed the dignity of
labour, equitable distribution of prosperi-
ty, ethical wealth creation and the role of
the younger generation in nation-building.

Delivering the keynote address at the 18th
BML Munjal Awards organised by Hero
Enterprise here, Bhagwat said Bharat is not

merely a geographical entity but an endur-
ing civilisation that has survived invasions,
foreign rule and historical upheavals.

“The Ganga has been flowing for thou-
sands of years. It is ancient, yet the water
flowing in it is always new. The Ganga is both
eternal and ever-renewing. Bharat too is
eternal and ever-renewing. Bharat is not
merely the name of a geographical territo-
ry. Bharat is the name of an existence, a civil-
isational identity,” he said. Bhagwat said
India’s growth would benefit not only the
country but the entire world.

NEW DELHI, June 16 (PTI) 

RSS-affiliate Swadeshi Jagaran Manch
(SJM) has written to the US Ambassador
protesting the killing of three Indian sea-
farers in separate incidents between June
8 and June 11 in US attacks.

The outfit has demanded a transparent
investigation and compensation for the
victims’ families.

In a letter addressed to US Ambassador
Sergio Gor on Monday, the RSS affiliate
expressed “deep pain and anguish” over
the alleged unprovoked killing of three
unarmed Indian seafarers by US Armed
Forces. “These incidents have sent a wave
of disbelief and anger among the people
of India. The US administration added
insult to injury by an insensitive and irre-
sponsible response, hurting Indian senti-
ments further, as Indians have always con-
sidered the US to be a great friend,” SJM
national co-convenor Ashwani Mahajan
said in the letter.

The organisation demanded a transpar-
ent, time-bound and impartial investiga-
tion into the incidents and sought account-
ability for those responsible, whether indi-
viduals or state actors.

It also called for compensation and jus-
tice for the victims’ families, assurances
against any recurrence and adherence to
international legal obligations.

“India’s anguish is deep and its resolve
is firm: Those responsible must be held
accountable, and the dignity and safety of
Indian seafarers must be upheld at all
costs,” Mahajan said.

JAMMU, June 16 (PTI) 

THE Jammu IGP has ordered all
officers to be operationally ready
to ensure a safe and successful
Amarnath Yatra commencing on
July 3, an official said on Tuesday.

Jammu Zone Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Bhim Sen
Tuti made the direction while
chairing a meeting here to assess
security ahead of the 57-day
annual pilgrimage, a police
spokesperson said. Officers from
the Army, CRPF, BSF, SSB, CISF,
ITBP, Intelligence agencies,
Traffic Police, SDRF and Railways
Police attended the meeting. 

Tuti emphasised the need for
enhanced vigilance and seamless
inter-agency coordination. 

He also stressed the impor-
tance of proper briefing of incom-
ing central Paramilitary forces
(CPMF).

Artisans work on a �Zarih�, enclosure that surrounds the grave of a prophet, ahead
of the �Muharram�, at Chota Imambada in Lucknow. (PTI)
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