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‘Step back from the Edge’: An
appeal for peace in Manipur

NEW DELHI, JUNE 26 (MExN):
A group of 112 citizens, academics,
activists, faith leaders, writers, jour-
nalists, trade unionists and civil soci-
ety organisations on June 26 issued a
joint appeal urging all communitiesin
Manipur to “step back from the edge”
and prevent the ethnic conflict from
widening into a larger confrontation
involving multiple communities.

The appeal, titled “Step Back
from the Edge: A Citizens' Appeal
for Peace, Justice and Sisterhood in
Manipur’, was released on the 51st
Commemoration Day of India’s Po-
litical Emergency and expressed
concern over the deteriorating se-
curity situation in the state, where
violence that began in May 2023 be-
tween the Meitei and Kuki-Zo com-
munities has recently seen tensions
involving Naga and Kuki groups.

The signatories said Manipur has
endured more than three years of vi-
olence, displacement, militarisation,
fear and social division, citingreports
of abductions, killings, retaliatory
mobilisation, shutdowns, forced dis-
placement and deepening mistrust.

They mourned those killed from
Kuki-Zo, Meitei, Naga and other
communities, acknowledging the
displacement and insecurity faced
by Kuki-Zo people, the grief among

Nagas over abductions and killings,
including church-linked persons,
and the losses suffered by Meitei
families. They also expressed con-
cern for women, children, workers,
the elderlyand smaller communities
caughtin the conflict.

The appeal strongly condemned
the abduction and killing of civilians,
saying hostages and detainees must
not be used as bargaining tools and
should be released unconditionally.
It also welcomed the recent release
of 14 Kuki detainees from Naga cus-
tody, describing it as an important
gesture that demonstrated the possi-
bility of restraint and reconciliation.

Warning against the conflict
being reframed into wider ethnic
and religious divisions, the signato-
ries said unresolved issues relating
to constitutional protections, land
rights, state accountability, minority
security and democratic governance
risked being overshadowed.

Theappealsaid theviolence could
undermine decades of peace initia-
tives in the Northeast, including the
Indo-Naga peace process that began
with the 1997 ceasefire, and urged the
Centre to preserve public faith in ne-
gotiated political settlements.

The signatories called on all
armed groups and village defence

formations to immediately stop at-
tacks on civilians, release all civilian
detainees and hostages, disclose the
whereabouts of missing persons,
halthate propaganda, respect places
of worship and allow humanitarian
access. They also appealed to wom-
en's organisations to once again play
aleadingrole in peacebuilding.

The appeal demanded that the
Union and Manipur governments
protectlives without discrimination,
preventarmed mobilisation, recover
looted and illegal weapons, investi-
gate all killings and restore public
confidence.

It further sought an impartial,
credible and time-bound peace
process involving Kuki-Zo, Meitei,
Naga, Pangal, Mising, Hmar and
other affected communities, with
participation from women, church
bodies, tribal institutions, student
organisations, human rights groups,
displaced persons and independent
mediators.

The signatories also called for a
judicially monitored probe into all
major incidents of violence since
May 2023, including killings, sexual
violence, arson, destruction of plac-
es of worship, enforced disappear-
ances, custodial abuse and the role
of armed groups, security forces and

political actors.

The appeal soughturgenttracing
of missing persons, dignified return
of mortal remains, witness protec-
tion, psychosocial support for survi-
vors, compensation based on need
rather than ethnicity, safe humani-
tarian corridors, restoration of edu-
cation, rebuilding ofhomes and pro-
tection of displaced persons without
forcing their return.

It also urged religious institu-
tions, women's groups, students,
trade unions, teachers, artists, jour-
nalists and civil society organisa-
tions to createlocal peace initiatives
and appealed to the media and so-
cial media users to refrain from cir-
culating unverified or inflamma-
tory content.

The statement concluded that
“the lives of Kuki-Zo people matter,
the lives of Naga people matter, the
lives of Meitei people matter,” and
urged every community to reject
“the script of mutual destruction’,
while calling on the people of India
not to ignore Manipur's crisis.

The appeal was facilitated by the
South Asian Solidarity Collective,
Friends of the Earth (India) and the
Delhi Solidarity Group.

Read full text on page 5

Nagaland invites
public feedback on
Labour Codes Rules

KOHIMA, JUNE 26 (MExN): The Nagaland De-
partment of Labour has invited claims, objections,
suggestions and comments from stakeholders on the
draft Rules framed under the Labour Codes, which
have been uploaded on the department's official

website for public consultation.

In a public notice, the department informed em-
ployers, employees, trade unions, establishments, or-
ganisations and members of the general public that
the draft Rules are available on its official website for

information and feedback.

The department said all stakeholders may sub-
mit their claims, objections or suggestions in writ-
ing within 30 days from the date of publication of the

notice.

Representations should clearly mention the rel-
evant section or rule of the draft along with the justi-
fication or suggestions for consideration, it said.

The department said submissions may be sent to

labcomm-ngl@nic.in.

It also appealed to all stakeholders to participate
in the consultation process, stating that their coop-
eration and feedbackwould help ensure the effective
implementation of the Labour Codes in the state.

dia and Assam.

At a meeting held at Con-
gress Bhavan in Kohima, the
PAC urged the Government of
India to demonstrate its com-
mitment and sincerity to the
people of Nagaland by imple-
menting an honourable and
acceptable political solution
without further delay, stated

an update received here.

started.

The committee took seri-
ous note of the delay in im-
plementation the Framework
Agreement and the Agreed Po-
sition by the Gol and “the du-
bious role of the State Govern-
ment in demanding a Political
Interlocuter at the ministerial
level,” a demand that will only
turn the clock back to where it

Expressing that the delay
in implementing the tripar-
tite MoA for the creation of
the FNTA is “unacceptable,”
the PAC held both the Union
and state governments fully
responsible for the issues that
have emerged post-signing.
It urged both governments to
show sincerity and urgency in
resolving contentious matters
to fulfil the aspirations of the
peopleinthe Eastern Nagaland

NPCC PAC adopts 3-point
resolution on Naga issues

KOHIMA, JUNE 26 (MExN):
The Political Affairs Commit-
tee (PAC) of Nagaland Pradesh
Congress Committee (NPCC)
on Thursday unanimously ad-
opted a three-point resolution,
raising concerns over delays
in implementing peace agree-
ments, the tripartite Memo-
randum of Agreement (MoA)
on Frontier Nagaland Territo-
rial Authority (FNTA), and de-
manding public disclosure of
the recent oil exploration MoU
signed with Government of In-

Peoples’ Organisation (ENPO)
areas.

On the recent tripartite
MoU signed between Assam,
Nagaland and the Ministry of
Home Affairs to restart crude
oil and natural gas exploration
along the disputed border belt,
the PAC acknowledged that oil
exploration is the need of the
hour given the state's econom-
ic condition.

However, it demanded that
the contents of the MoU be
made public, cautioning that
any “sellout” of the state’srights
over land ownership and rev-
enue would not be acceptable.

The resolution was adopt-
ed by a committee comprising
Working Presidents Khriedi
Theunuo and C Apok Jamir,
Vice President Capt GK Zhi-
momi, and General Secretary
N Yona Konyak.

Longon vows to serve people as new Tax Advisor

Morung Express News

an opportunity to serve the peo-
ple, Longonsaid holding a port-

partment of Taxes. He said the
department’s primary respon-

3" patch of coaching
sponsorship prog

Nagaland to administer oral polio
vaccine to over 1.40 lakh children

KOHIMA, JUNE 26
(MExN): Nagaland will ob-
serve National Immuniza-
tion Day (NID) on June 28,
with a target to administer
oral polio vaccine (OPV) to
1,43,530 children under the
ageoffiveacrossall districts, a
health official said on Friday.
The campaign is part
of India’s nationwide effort
to sustain its polio-free sta-
tus, which the country has
maintained since 2014. State
Immunization Officer Dr
Imkong Temsu Longchar,
in a press release, empha-
sised that all children in the
age group must receive two
drops of OPYV; irrespective of
their previous vaccination
history, to prevent the re-in-
troduction of the virus from
endemic countries.

“These drops are safe, free
and essential to protect our
children from the crippling
effects of poliomyelitis,” Dr
Longchar stated. “If exposed
to the virus, it can cause life-
long paralysis and disability,’
he added underlining the
need for continued vigilance.

The immunization drive
will be conducted on June
28 from 8 AM to 3 PM at
designated polio booths. To
ensure no child is missed,
health workers will mark the
left little finger of each child
with indelible ink (non-
toxic) after administering
the vaccine. This simple
step helps track coverage
and guarantees that every
child receives protection, Dr
Longchar stated.

The directorate has ap-

pealed to parents and care-
givers to bring their children
to the nearest booth. It has
also called upon civil soci-
ety organizations, faith lead-
ers, village councils, Lions
Clubs, Rotary International,
the Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA), Indian Academy
of Pediatrics (IAP), and other
communitybodies to active-
ly participate in awareness
and mobilization efforts.

“Your trusted voices
and networks are vital to
ensure 100% coverage and
to reinforce the importance
of protecting every child,’
the release added, urging
the community to support
health workers in safeguard-
ing the future of the state's
children and keeping India
polio-free.

Chimoukedima
DCPU informs

oh abandoned
newborn boy

CHUMOUKEDIMA,
JUNE 26 (MExN): The Dis-
trict Child Protection Unit
(DCPU), Chiimoukedima
has issued a public notice
seeking the biological par-
ents, legal guardian or any
lawful claimant of an aban-
doned newbornboyfoundin
the district earlier this week.

According to the no-
tice issued by District Child
Protection Officer Nikito
Zhimomi, the male infant,
estimated to be about three
days old, was found on June
24 at the local ground of 5th
Mile Model Village in Chii-
moukedima.

The child was subse-
quently produced before the
Child Welfare Committee
(CWC), Chiimoukedima,
under the provisions of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015, the notice said.

The department has ap-
pealed to any person claim-
ingtobethe child'sbiological
parent, legal guardian orhav-
ing any lawful claim over the
infant to contact the District
Child Protection Unit or ap-
pear before the Child Welfare
Committee with valid docu-
mentary proof within the pe-
riod prescribed under law.

The notice stated that if
no lawful claimant comes
forward within 60 days from
the date of publication of the
notice, further action will be
taken in accordance with

Zunheboto DC urges accurate
enumeration ahead of Census 2027

Morung Express News
Zunheboto | June 26

A consultative meeting on
Census 2027 was held at
the Conference Hall of the
Deputy Commissioner in
Zunheboto on June 25, with
district officials calling for
accurate population enu-
meration and the coopera-
tion of all stakeholders to
ensure a transparent and
error-free census exercise.
The meetingwas chaired
by Deputy Commissioner
and Principal Census Of-
ficer Dharam Raj, IAS, and
attended by representatives
of major civil society organ-
isations, including the Stimi
Hoho, Stimi Kukami Hoho,
Siimi Totimi Hoho, Stimi Ki-
phimi Kughakulu, Zunhe-
boto Town GB Association
(ZTGBA), and all Gaon Bu-
ras (GBs) fromvillages under
Zunheboto Sadar.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Raj stressed the impor-
tance of authentic census
data, stating that "there is no
choice regarding delimita-
tion" and emphasised that
proper and accurate popu-

lation figures are essential to
ensure every region receives
its rightful and equitable
share.

He also cautioned
against duplication or mul-
tiple entries in the census,
urging village authorities
and civil society organisa-
tions to ensure that every
individual is counted only
once.

The deputy commis-
sioner said accurate census
data is critical not only for
administrative planning but
also for the equitable distri-
bution of government re-
sources, implementation of
welfare schemes and future
political representation.

He appealed to all stake-
holders to extend full coop-
eration to make the Census
2027 exercise transparent,
accurate and successful.

Representatives of the
participating civil society or-
ganisations reaffirmed their
commitment to supporting
the census process and as-
sisting the district adminis-
tration in ensuring smooth
conduct of the nationwide
enumeration exercise.
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Terming the responsibility tions and objectives of the De- and party workers. nations under professional guidance.

18/05/26, sworn before Notary
Public at Dimapur, Nagaland.
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DH Dimapur updates

official contact number

DIMAPUR, JUNE 26 (MExN): The
Office of the Medical Superinten-
dent, District Hospital, Dimapur has

ABRIDGED VEHICLE

NSCN (Khango-Vusshe) raises
concern over tripartite oil MoU

DIMAPUR, JUNE 26 (MExN): The
NSCN (Khango-Vusshe) on Friday

E-AUCTION NOTICE

constitutional guarantees must be sub-
jected to careful scrutiny to ensure that

. T . . s . - Sr | Name & address Total Vehicle Make & Model Date & Time of | 1. Reserve Price EMD deposit Account No. | Inspection
informed that the hospital's official | rajsed concern over the tripartite Mem-  the spirit and intent of Article 371A re- | [No.| of the Borrower | Dues Registration No. e-Auction | 2. Earnest Money &IFSC Code Date & Time
fog;)%%tlggzn%?ef has bfign Ctlhangtfld orandum of Understanding (MoU) main fully respected and preserved.” (in Lakhs) . g?dptl):cli ;aEsN;DLmum Name of the Branch
0 . In a notification, the | i . :
Medical Superintendent stated’that signed on June 11, 2026, between the The NSCN (K!lango Vusshe) under 1.| DEBASHISH 3.56 |Make: NISSAN MOTORS 14.07.2026 | 1.Rs. 2,50,000/- Alc No.: 60660015181219| 10.07.2026

. .~ | Governments of Assam, Nagaland and scored that genuine development can- KUMAR Model: MAGNITE TURBO Time: 12 2 Rs. 25000/ IFSC: BARBOCHUMUK | Time: 10 am
the number will serve as the hospi- . . C odel: ime: 12pm | 2. Rs. 25,000/ : ime:
tal's official phone number and is the Union Government, for exploration not be pursued at the expense of histori- BARMAN, Regd. No.: NLO7CB2044 to4 pm 3. Rs. 10,000/- to 4 pm

P and development of crude oil and nat- cal rights or unresolved political issues. It DIMAPUR

also available on WhatsApp. The pub-
lic may contact the number for assis-
tance and information related to the
District Hospital, Dimapur.

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/visit to the website link https://baanknet.com. Prospective bidders may contact the Branch Head
on Mobile No.: 7975737624,

* GST applicable as per Bank’'s norms.
Date: 26.06.2026, Place: Chumukedima
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Vehicle mentioned below in exercise of the powers conferred under Hypothecation/Loan Agreement executed by the parties and Vehicle will be sold on “As is
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emphasized thatsustainable progress can
only be achieved with the “confidence,
participation and consent” of the people
whose lands and resources are involved.
It reiterated that the Nagas have
“neverrelinquished their inherentrights
over their ancestral lands” and that their
“history, identity, culture and territo-
rial heritage of the Naga people remain
inseparable from their collective con-
sciousness and political aspirations.”

ural resources in areas falling within or
adjoining the Disputed Area Belt (DAB).

Inastatementissued here byits MIP,
the NSCN (Khango-Vusshe) cautioned
that any initiative involving land and
resources in areas where ownership re-
mains contested must not be treated as
a mere economic exercise. The group
asserted that such matters are “intrinsi-
cally linked to history, identity, custom-
ary ownership, and the political rights of

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda

DIMAPURBRANCH ABRIDGED VEHICLE

Rio announces new NPF
central office bearers

KOHIMA, JUNE 26 (MExN): Naga
People's Front (NPF) president and

E-AUCTION NOTICE

Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio | indigenous peoples.” It cautioned that any attempt by indi- | | Sr Name & address of | Total Dues |  Vehicle Make & Model | Date & Time | 1. Reserve Price EMD deposit Account No.|  Property
has appointed new central office bear- Referring to the Article 371A of the viduals, organizations, or external forces | [No.| the Borrower | (in Lakhs) Registration No. of e-Auction | 2. Earnest Money & IFSC Code Name of the | Inspection Date
ers OIf the party fortﬂle 2t025c_120?')0 ten(—i Constitution of India, which recognizes to exploit prevailing circumstances for 3 g?dp?:cltre(aExeDAmount Branch & Time
ure. In an appointment order issue o o : -
ftom the NPF Central Headquarters ggg:lafigggrciz ii%aoc‘z;?rrgfy rliavl;’ts , ;iﬁ?gﬁé%gg%%%:g;&igiﬁ:‘(,lv‘(l)ali]léa[g)z 1| YUNGMEI 729 |Make:NISSANMOTORS | 28.07.2026 | 1.Rs. 3,90,000) Alc No. 10170016181219 | 24.07.2026
in Kohima, Rio said the appointments | - lalr)1 d and i‘Es LESOUTCES thg & owed with “ . ,, KONYAK Model: MAGNITEMT XV | Time: 12 pmto| 2. Rs. 39,000/ IFSC: BARBODIMAPU Time: 10 am
. . ) group viewed wi utmost seriousness. DIMAPUR Reqd. No.: NLO7CC6843 4 pm 3.Rs. 10,000/- to 4 pm
were made in exercise of the powers | o;q “wpece protections are not sym- While acknowledging the desire of 3
conferred upon himunder Clause 7(a) b 1.’ sep but fund tal yf both A d N 8 lg dt 2. | KKATHICHISHI | 2483 |Make: TOYOTAINDIA 28.07.2026 | 1.Rs. 20,10,000/- Alc No.: 10170015181219 |  24.07.2026
of Article V of the party's Constitution. | D° ¢ Provisions but fundamental sale- both Assam an N agi‘jaé‘ (l) pursue DIMAPUR Model: HILUX HIGH MT | Time: 12 pm o 2. Rs. 2,01,000/- IFSC: BARBODIMAPU |  Time: 10 am
According to the order, Langhu Paul- guards reflecting the unique historical economic growth and developmen- Regd. No.: NLO7CC0415 4pm 3. Rs. 10,000/- o4 pm

tal opportunities, the NSCN (Khango-
Vusshe) urged the governments to ap-
proach the issue with “utmost caution,
transparency and accountability.”

and political circumstances of the Naga
people” It also maintained that “any ar-
rangement, policy, or agreement that
may directly or indirectly affect these

hring Anal has been appointed as the
party's Working President, while Jo-
seph Adani and Johnson Ankang have
been appointed as Vice Presidents.

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer/visit to the website link https:/baanknet.com. Prospective bidders may contact the Branch Head on Mobile
No.: 8119922922,
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