
2 Chinese
pilots killed during frontline flight training 
exercises, South China Morning Post reported
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Beijing 29 20 SNY
Colombo 29 27 SNY
Dhaka 32 28 SNY
Dubai 34 31 SNY
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Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 13 9 SNY

Los Angeles  27   18 SNY
Melbourne  26   15 LC
Moscow  28   16 SNY
New York  30   22 SNY
Singapore  31   28 TDS
Toronto  26   19 SNY
Washington  31   21 SNY
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Israel alerted US about new 
Iran plot to kill Trump: Report 
Washington: Israel shared intelligence with 
the United States this week about a new and 
“specific” plan by Iran to assassinate 
President Donald Trump, US media reported 
Thursday. The reports come as renewed US 
and Iranian attacks raised fears of a return to 
all-out war, and after Trump’s puzzling use of 
an old plane to depart from Turkey after the 
NATO summit. Washington has monitored “a 
steady drumbeat” of intelligence about 
possible plans to assassinate Trump, “but the 
warning from Israel was new and concerned a 
specific plot,” CNN reported, citing unnamed 
sources familiar with the matter. The Wall 
Street Journal, also citing unidentified 
sources, said the intelligence described a 
“fresh” plot. Tehran has for years vowed to 
hit back at Trump for ordering the 
assassination of Iranian general Qassem 
Soleimani in January 2020, during his first 
term. When AFP contacted the White House 
about the reports, an unidentified official 
pointed to Trump’s remarks from 
Wednesday. “They want to take out the US 
leader — me. I’m on whatever list. I saw this 
morning I’m on every single one of their 
lists,” Trump told reporters aboard Air Force 
One as he flew home from a NATO summit. 
Trump used his old Air Force One plane to 
leave Turkey, where the summit took place, 
sending his new Qatari-gifted jet on ahead to 
Britain, where he switched planes for the 
journey to Washington.  AP

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump 
said on Friday he had agreed to 
further negotiations with Iran, 
even as he repeated his asser-
tion that the ceasefire between 
the decades-old foes was over.

“The Islamic Republic of  

Iran has asked us to continue 
‘talks.’ We have agreed to do so, 
but the United States has stated 
to them, in no uncertain terms, 
that the Cease Fire is OVER!” 
Trump posted on his Truth So-
cial platform on Friday.

It comes as Egyptian and Qa-
tari foreign ministers called on 

the US and Iran to resume 
negotiations.

During a phone call, Egypt’s 
Badr Abdelatty and Qatari 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
“urged all parties to give prior-
ity to the language of  diploma-

cy and dialogue and to return 
to the negotiating table”, the 
ministry said in a statement.

They also called for “imple-
menting the Memorandum of  
Understanding signed between 
the US and Iranian sides, as a 
prelude to reaching a final 
agreement between the two 

sides, in a manner that contrib-
utes to de-escalation and to en-
hancing regional security and 
stability”, the statement added.

In a separate statement, Qa-
tar’s foreign ministry said 
Sheikh Mohammed stressed 
“the need for all parties to com-
mit to dialogue and diplomacy” 

and to implement what had 
been agreed under the US-Iran 
memorandum of  understand-
ing, including “ensuring free-
dom of  navigation in the Strait 
of  Hormuz” to preserve re-
gional security and stability.

Meanwhile, President Trump 
updated Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu about 
Washington’s latest “moves in 
the Gulf,” the israeli leader’s 
office said.

“The continued coordination 
between the countries in vari-
ous sectors was established,” 
Netanyahu’s office said in a 
statement on X. Agencies

Trump says agreed to more Iran talks but insists ceasefire is over

Mystery over 
unclaimed airstrikes 
DUBAI

A series of  unclaimed airstrikes that hit Iran after 
the US said it finished its attacks have again raised 
questions of  who else may be targeting the Islamic 
Republic.  The US military’s Central Command said 
Thursday around 6.30 am local Iran time that it had 
concluded a round of  strikes that saw some 90 tar-
gets hit. Shortly after that, Iranian news outlets and 
state media reported a series of  airstrikes and explo-
sions targeting the country’s Bushehr and Sistan 
and Baluchestan provinces, the cities of  Ahvaz and 
Chabahar and other areas. A US defence official, 
speaking on condition of  anonymity to discuss op-
erational details of  the American military cam-
paign, said there had been no new US strikes since 
the last round ended Thursday morning.

The strikes, just as Iran prepared to bury the late 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, hit areas 
across southern Iran. The country’s theocracy hasn’t 
directly blamed anyone for the strikes, though one 
lawmaker issued a warning to the United Arab 
Emirates over allegedly providing support to the 
United States in its campaign against Iran.  Gulf  
Arab states, which repeatedly have been targeted by 
Iran since the war began February 28, did not imme-
diately respond to requests for comment Friday over 
the strikes. The attacks come as they and the US insist 
the Strait of  Hormuz, a vital waterway for world en-
ergy markets, must be open and free to ships. AP

V.O.CHIDAMBARANAR PORT AUTHORITY 
Civil Engineering Department

Tuticorin-628 004.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

NIT No: EST –   01 / 2026 – 27
 V.O.Chidambaranar Port Authority Tuticorin is a Major Port under  

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. Government of India is one 
of the best run Ports in the Country with excellent Infrastructure such as  
Internal roads, Warehouses, Transit sheds, Open storage space, Truck 
parking facility, Power & Water Supply etc.,

Port is well connected to various cities in Tamil Nadu and the  
neighbouring states by Rail, four lane National Highways NH-138 and  
NH-38 and Airways. 

V.O. Chidambaranar Port Authority invites Offers / Bids from the  
experienced reputed rms for Allotment of Port land for 30 years lease 
period on upfront / annual payment basis in V.O.Chidambaranar Port 
for promoting industries  under Coastal Employment Unit (CEU)   
(Block – E) as follows:-

Downloading of Tender document 
from website

From   10.07.2026   to 30.07.2026

Last Date & Time of submission of 
Tender online

30.07.2026 at 15:00 Hrs.

Opening of Technical Bid online 
Date & Time

30.07.2026 at 15:30 Hrs.

For Further details, Please visit www.vocport.gov.in and
www.tenderwizard.com / VOCPT

Sd/-
CHIEF ENGINEER & 

ESTATE OFFICER

WHEN YOU 
REACH THE 

END OF YOUR 
ROPE, TIE A 

KNOT IN IT AND 
HANG ON

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
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