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HC grants bail 
to Bandi’s son 
in POCSO case 
T  G  N A I D U  @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana High Court on 
Thursday granted bail to Bandi 
Sai Bhageerath, son of  Union 
Minister Bandi Sanjay Kumar, 
in a case registered under the 
POCSO Act.

Justice K Sujana allowed the 
criminal petition and directed 
Bhageerath to furnish a per-
sonal bond of  `1 lakh along 
with two sureties of  `1 lakh 
each. The court also directed 
him not to influence or intimi-
date witnesses during the in-
vestigation or trial and to sur-
render his passport before the 
trial court. 

The case arose from a com-
plaint lodged at Petbasheera-
bad Police Station by the moth-
er of  a 17-year-old girl, alleging 
that Bhageerath sexually as-
saulted her minor daughter.

TG sanctions `7,345 cr 
for Musi project 1st phase
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Telangana government has 
accorded administrative sanc-
tion of  `7,345.12 crore, excluding 
land acquisition costs, for the 
first phase of  the Musi River-
front Development Project 
(MRDP), clearing the way 
for work on the priority 
Zone-1A and Zone-1B 
stretches in Hyderabad.

The project will be fi-
nanced through a `4,500 
crore (USD 500 million) 
loan from the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB), while the 
remaining `2,845.12 crore will be 
met by the Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Development Authority 
(HMDA) and the Telangana State 
Industrial Infrastructure Corpo-
ration (TGIIC). The funding pro-
posal, cleared by the Department 
of  Economic Affairs (DEA), has 

now been finalised with ADB as-
sistance, enabling the project to 
move ahead. 

The first phase of  the MRDP 
will cover 21 km of  the Musi riv-
er through two priority stretches. 
Zone-1A, from Himayatsagar to 
Gandhi Sarovar (Bapu Ghat), 
spans 9.20 km at an estimated 

cost of  3,232.01 crore, while 
Zone-1B, from Osman Sa-
gar to Gandhi Sarovar 
(Bapu Ghat), covers 11.80 
km at an estimated cost 
of  4,113.11 crore.

Meanwhile, Chief  Sec-
retary Sanjay Jaju inspected 

the Phase-I stretch, covering Os-
man Sagar (Gandipet), the Nars-
ingi sewage treatment plant site 
and the Gandhi Sarovar project 
area, where he reviewed flood 
mitigation, sewage treatment in-
tegration, land development 
readiness and corridor infra-
structure with senior officials.

Tirupati gets climate resilient project
`750-cr proj aims to restore interconnected water networks to develop Tirupati as ‘City of Lakes’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a major push toward climate-
resilient infrastructure, the State 
Government has accorded in-
principle approval for a `750-
crore project to transform the 
temple town of  Tirupati into a 
“City of  Lakes and Tanks.” 

The mega project, titled “Cli-
mate Resilient Integrated Water 
Management in Tirupati Urban 
Development Area,” aims to com-
pletely restore the city’s historic, 
interconnected water networks
to permanently mitigate urban 
flooding and boost groundwater 
recharge. 

The blueprint aligns with 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu’s vision to build Tirupati 
into a national model for sustain-
able urban design, drawing criti-
cal lessons from the devastating 

floods that submerged parts of  
the city and its surrounding ar-
eas in November 2021.

The financial framework of  
the ̀ 750-crore project is split into 
three equal strategic allocations 
of  `250 crore each. The first 
tranche of  `250 crore is ear-
marked strictly for water body 
rejuvenation and interlinking, 
which includes desilting, deepen-
ing, and strengthening the bunds 
and channels of  around 25 
lakes. 

The second component of  `250 
crore will fund integrated storm-
water management to overhaul 
and expand the drainage grid 
across the Tirupati Municipal 
Corporation and its peri-urban 
fringes. 

The remaining `250 crore has 
been set aside for contingencies, 
land-related costs, detailed 
project reports (DPRs), and ad-

vanced hydrological modelling
studies. To bankroll the initia-
tive, the State government is 
processing a concessional exter-
nal loan of  approximately `500 
crore, equivalent to 50 million 
Euros, from the KfW Develop-
ment Bank of  Germany under 
the Centre’s Externally Aided 
Project framework.

The spatial execution of  the 
project will focus heavily on cre-
ating “blue-green” infrastruc-
ture, incorporating nature-based 
drainage solutions, rainwater 
harvesting networks, and mod-
ern sustainable urban design 
principles. 

A primary focus has been 
locked on the Avilala Tank, which 
Chief  Minister Naidu has direct-
ed officials to remodel on the 
lines of  Hyderabad’s iconic Tank 
Bund to create improved public 
spaces for local citizens and pil-
grims. Principal Secretary for 
Municipal Administration and 
Urban Development, S Suresh 
Kumar, clarified that the current 
sanction is explicitly for project 
formulation, technical process-
ing, and asset appraisal, with all 
final approvals subject to rigor-
ous environmental, social, and 
debt-servicing evaluations.

Min reviews designs of Polavaram 
tourism hub with Japanese agency 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

WATER Resources Minister 
Nimmala Ramanaidu on Thurs-
day reviewed the designs of  the 
proposed Polavaram Tourism 
Hub with senior officials and 
representatives of  Japan’s Nip-
pon Koei agency. Irrigation Ad-
visor Venkateswara Rao, ENC 
Narasimh Murthy, architects 
and agency representatives were 
present at the meeting.

The Minister said the tourism 
hub designs have reached the fi-
nal stage and will be examined 
by Chief  Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu during his visit to Po-
lavaram on July 13. 

On the same day, the Chief  
Minister will review project 
progress and formally approve 
the hub’s master plan. He has 
said that, the Polavaram spill-

way be developed as a landmark 
showcasing Telugu heritage and 
the State’s pride.

Officials explained that 10,000 
acres have been identified 
through a LiDAR survey for 
tourism development. Plans in-
clude linking NH-365BB with 
NH-516E to improve access to 
the project site, while proposals 
are also being prepared to ex-
tend the hub from Polavaram 

through Papikondalu up to 
Bhadrachalam. The envisioned 
hub will feature a museum high-
lighting the grandeur of  the Go-
davari, water sports facilities, 
temple tourism circuits, resorts, 
huts and amusement parks. 

Ramanaidu said discussions 
are underway with the National 
Highways Authority to strength-
en connectivity, which will be 
crucial for attracting visitors.


